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Thankful, must we feel that Christian England lias been most forward
in thus sending,forth lier good Samaritans to pour oil and ivine into
the 'wounds of suffering thousands. And not only during the wvar, but
sixice its'termination, sha hias of the abuindance of lier ivealth furnished
with unsparingr generosity to those wvhose country lias bec. desolated
and they themselves depriVed of aimost ail means of present sub-
sistence, not only food and clothing, but eveil the very seed to 801V their
ground.

My friends may ive not sec into ail titis> the influenîce of that, book-
so full of lessons of love and niercy-gradually impressing itself more
and more upon human liearts an&i consciences; and although the pride
and passions of meii may stili continue to set nation against nation
until that blessed tite, shall corne, whVlen tlîcy IlSliah beat their swords
into ploughshares and their spears into pruning liooksý-,and there shial
be no more -%ar, yet niýiy -ie thank God, that the spirii of the
Gospel is se far leavening the nations, that in our own fatheriand more
espcciaily, it lias led te an exhibition of Christian benlevolence and
sympathy towards suffering neiglirbouirs such as the weorlà lias xîever
witnessed before. Nor, while ministeringr to tlfe wants of the body,
have the Christians of England sheivn themnselves uiùnindful of thte
souls of men. The great Parent Society lias been most active throughi

its agents andClorer in circulating teBible amon' the seldiers
both of France and Germany. Li the different garrisons of France as
wvell as among the soldiers ini the field, largee numbers of Gospels and

Testaments have been distributedl; and in the majerity of instances
have been eagerly and gra tefùuy received ; and even on the field of
battle itiself the Colporteurs have been xnost active arnong the soldiers
of both nations.

In connexion with this subjeet, 1 cannot forbear queting to, yeu ani
ancedote given in one of the numbers of the Bible Society's Re~porter.
The speciai correspondent of one -of the daily papers spealdng of lis
visit to, Gonesse, whither lie liad gone te spcnd Christmas day with
seme officers of the Saxon reg,,iment, says -,-" In the oflicers' casino,
there is sitting a Dragoon officer wbo hias corne liither on an errand
worth mentioning in Eng}iand. Ris men, quartered in a village a con-
sidcrablé distance te the rear, have beard that there is at Gonesse, a
Colporteur of thie British and Foreign Bible Society 'iiith bis wvaggen,
and they have requested the <lfficer to corne and ask the Colporteur
cither to visit thcm, or to part; with a few parcels of bis books. I forgot


