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tenant of some one higher than lie. In lieu of rent, the vassal or
tenant usuall1y gave military service: usually, for ini a v'ery small
percentage of cases the, vent was paid in another wvay.

Feudalism gav'e way, in the i6th century, to the great national
monarchies Compulsory military service, in a stili another stage,
accounts for the ascendancy, first, of Spain, then of France, tiien of
Germany. Even in England, from the fyrd, or country, force of
Alfred flic Great, d.ow'n to the nmodern press-gaings and niedern
militia, the idea of compulsory service of a sort 'vas predomninant.
The thing has always cxi sted.

Is flot the fact tlîat ail] nations adopted 'sonie kind of forced mili-
tary service and its v'ery rise a tacit admission of its advantage, .

gen.eral evidence in favor of its necessity.
There might seem to, be no advantage in conscription for Great

Britain, secure, as she is, in her insular isolation. So far the British
navy, manned by purely voluntary recruits, dlaims invincibility. But
this quality bas flot undergone any recent test. The battie of Nava-
rino, in 1827, wvas the Iatest in wvhiçh an Englishfleet wvas engaged.
The so-called invikicibility wvilI not bear close scrL&tiny. In 1798 Gen-
erat Humbert, with i ,ooo men, raided Ireland, and. successfull1y
evaded the British-fleet., In 1796 a Freinch fleet successfully lîarried
Boutry Bay. Later ini the NapoIeornjc îvars, flot only- did NapoIeori
actual-ly evad e Nelson, and land in Italy, but, according. to th.e -atest
documents, issued by Capt. Rose, Napoleon see.mec to .see clearly
the feasibiljty of clescenpding, upon, Epgland. Ex.anined under exist-
ing conditions, theý boasýted .invincibility of British force -will be, sceil
to dwindle to. a 'shadow.

ýWhat, to-day, is. England's. task?. Not only lias. she to defend
her own, shors, but sh 'e also lias: to. ggiard,.arq empire %vith.* a popgla-r
don of 400,000,090, a.nd frontiers surpassing those of any other
pbôver. Are the means at her disppsal commiensurate for the pur-
pose? What are flie solid facts? The Boer war, though an-experi-
ment, wvas. an experiment that affords information as startling as it
is useful. It wvas .foupd that in flic reg-ular arroy, andlu the.reserves,.
there 'vere flot sufficient trairied nien, and that ne.w forces of raw
recruits had to be hastily improvised, witl4 muçh: useless waste of
b]ood and nîoney, If in past years -.he reguk.ahx forces hiave pr:ovýed
inefficienRt, how in.efficiengt miust be the volupteers? Little wonder
that durimg the; Cr'imean. war Lord.j Raglan. complained. of.the.volun-
teer recruits 'sent to him, that they died like flees, so unfit and un-
formgdiwere. tliey. Sk John Burgoyne, speaking. of similar recruits,


