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feront parts of thec globe. The short and squat figure of the Laplander
presents a striking contrast wvitIî the tail and muiiscular f'or-i of the
Caffre or 1'atagonian. But, by the consent of ages, flic standard of'
beauty establishied by thic Grecks, and to be found in the classic works
of thiat grreat people whVlichl remain to us, lias been adopted ; for-, in thiese
-%'orks thiere is ail tliat can realize ideal beauty to our mnd : aitd, from
analysis and mnstremient of thec flnest Grock statues, wc flnd that
wlicn they wislhed to represeut grace and youth, thec proportions useol
were less than ciglit beads, but. more thanl seven ami a hall'.

Wornen, in general, are shorter than men, and thec proportional
widthi of caeli differ. The neck of tlic woman is a trille long'er ani
more upright; the shoulders flot so square, and muchi narrower across;
the hiips znuchi wider; thec lower limbs larger; the hauds and feet
smaller, -and thec muscles flot z;- )narked ; consequently theclines whiehi
forin tlic contour of' tlie body flow mnuchi more gently and smoothly into
ecd other thuan in inan, imparting grace, beauty and softness.

Now, wýouild it not strike you as absurd, and perhaps provoke laughter,
if you saw a young lady pluck a lily from its stem, and attempt to beau-
tify it by adding some brighlt pigment to its delicate and pure colour?
Yet this is no more absurd than tryingr to alter your shape to suit somne
ridiculous notion you mnay have formed of an ideal beauty. IIow care-
fuIL we should be in our criticism of what, we are pleased to terni flie
fashionable follies of other nations ; f'or, if we ask the question of our-
selves, have we no follies among us?-do wc not depart from the truec
standard of beauty and seek distinction in deformity? The tattooinir
of flie New Zealander, the filing and dyeing the teeth blaek by tiai
Malays, the bits of stone stuffed thronglî a hole in tlie cheek of' the
Esquimaux, the crushing of the feet of the Chinese women tili ail
graceful motion in walking is lost, are no greater absurdities than the
infatuation of those Europeans and Americans wlîo compress thec waist
until thec ribs are distorted, and tue functions of the vital organs are
irrcparably disordered.

The Venus di -Aedici is universally adniitted to be the standard
model of a perfect female figuire. Lt lias stood tue test of'criticism. for
ages: and there is no compression of the waist; but in ail its lines
there is a fiowing gracc wvhich is the admiration of ail beholders, stand-
ing as a monument of Grecian art, and sliewiug to whiat a higli state
of' perfection the Greeks carried ideal beauty. The best cure for au
advocate of tight, Iacing wonld be to go into a student's dissecting-room,
and sec flic horrible deformity it causes in the skcleton. We are
pleased to sec titis pernicious practice becoming' distasteful, aud hope
it will soon be discontinued ahtogethier. Lt is a fallacy, and the sooner
it is discarded tlie botter, flot only in regard to beauty, but hecalth and
happiness.

There is another fallacy held by mnany, that a vcry small baud and
foot are requisite to beauty; and we constantly meet men and women
wvith distorted feet, causcd by wcaring smali boots or shoes. Small
hands or feet are certainly very pretty, but thcy should bc in strict
proportion to the rest of the body; and they cease to be beautiful, no
matter how small they arc, if distortcd.
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