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'lave beeti pcrsonally associtited in the past. Even
the most scf.,:amplarent morà wiII have bisgtplen-
didly poiscd equanimity disturbed by rcflccting on
the shartcomings and failings that become only too
apparent, when subjccted ta thc calm scrutiny
turncd on themn whcn passing the milestones on
lif's journcy.

Only thase who faii utterly ta rcalize the divine
significance ai human lic can reconcile thcmsclves
ro float down the stream aif time without a resolute
effort ta make the best ai it in the matter ai chiarac-
ter building. Under tlhc impulses that carne with
the opening year, half.formed resolves instinctivcly
arise in the mind that the time ta camne shall witncss
a markcd improvement in many respects. The van-
ished ycars, like anothc'- rcgion, arc pavcd witlh
good intentions. %Vhy is it that the good resolu-
tions sa rcadily farmcd at the beginnîng ai the year
are so soon disregarded ? Is it due ta the inherent
weakncss af poaor buman nature and must this pur-
posciess vacillation continue indefinitely ? Pcrhaps
one reason why so many resolutions arc flot kept is
because thcy have beet.i ormed in a hazy, dreamy
state ai mmnd whcn the soul was only balf-awake,
and ilicn the time came for putting themn inta prac-
tice, aid formed habits and the force ai circum-
stances wcre too strong for tht weak rcsolves that
perishcd in the seclusion in which tbey originatcd.
Secing that sa many good resolutions share the
samne untoward fate, is it then the part ai a wise
mnan ta resoive ta have donc with thet ... aking ot
any mare ai them, and suffcr bis life ta drift onward
as circumstances may determine ? He who would
do this could nat possibly bc regarded as wtse.

In this as in other respects people attempt too
much. It is only by concentration ai effort that
lasting results are achieved. It would be weil tadi-
rect attention ta ane or two points ai character
standin~g in need ai spccial devclopmcnt. Oi course
ail whose consciences are enlightene<,i by God's word
will strenuousiy resolve ta avoid every form aif cvii.
There can bc no compromise with known sin. Tht
tears ai repentance wili bc folictved by the firm
determination ta walk in the paths ai righteousness.
Blut strong symmetrical Christian chat.'cter is much
mare than a circle of negations. Duty bz-quires the
doing ai goocd as weil as the shunnring ai cvii. In
ail lives, even in' tht best, thcrc is roomn and scope
for indefinite advanccment. To ruake progress in
tht right direction>, specific things must be steadiiy
kept in view. If one bas ani close inspection been
enabied ta discover the piague ai his heart, tht ont
special duty for him is ta bc at ahl times on his guard
that be may obtain deliverance irom bis besetting
sin. 'f he is not on tht alert it will bc. There may
be other attainments for which he longs, but tht one
tbing ta whicb bis energies must for tht time bc
bent is tht determination ta conquer tht fat that
conironts him. Another may find bis attacliment
ta some specially incumbent duty growing weak'
Thtn let bis resolution bc ta strengthen tht things
that remain, lest his moral and spiritual nature sui-
fer loss tîrough Iack ai vigilance over himseli. Stili
araother rnay disc ver that worldlintss is making
inraads upon himn. If this is not rtsisted lie may
soon find himself in its grasp, and bec cses ta lbe a
frect man. His obviaus duty is ta resk.< tht devil ai
warldliness if he desires soul prasperity and health.
There will be no difficulty irn finding out what is
tht right path ta foliow. If we cach ont take tht
Scriptures for aur guide, they will lead us in the
ways ai righteousness. We must resolve ta follow
their Ieading. By practising what we knaw we
shall be led c: vard ta higlier truth and fuller bles-
sedness. Rest.,iîte steps on tht way ai lufe wiIl by
and by make aur pragress easy. Wbat now re-,'uires
determined effort and is only accomplished with diffi-
culty will soun become second nature and tht great
purposes of lufe will in tht end bce realized.

If past failures and humiliations have tauglit us
the weakness ai human nature, let themn teacli us
now no less distinctly tht strength and sufficiency
ai divine grace by whic h ane we will bie enabled
ta form right resolves and carry themn out ta comple-
tion.

CHR1STI4NITY INfA PA N.

IN Eastern lands changes are usually slow and
infrequent. Conservatisin is strong ; usages

and customs becomne stereotyped, and age succeeds
age with but little apparent alteration. To this
stagnation tht empire ai Japan during recent years
presents a striking exception. For centuries its
people manifested the usual cliaracteristics ai Asia-
tics. Tht religions ai tht East, Sintuism, Budd-
hism and Confucianism held undisputed sway, an1d
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in civil affairs untcmperccl despotism prevailed.
In the sixteenth ccntury Francois Xavier visited

"apn and, in accordance witb Jesuit micthods,
piZand Romianism, which flourishcd for marty
ycars. The i;:rcsistiblc desire, inscparable from jes.
uitism, to meddlc with the affiairs af govcrriment,
brought about sa strong an antagonism that the
order of jesus was expolied, and thc adhercnts of
the Romish Church werc massacrcd in thousands.
The antipathy ta forcigners was deep.scatcd, and
whitceflot yet altogcthcr removcd, it is rcmarkable
that western civilization should have had Sa much
attraction for the japanesc as bas cvidcntly bccn thc
case during thc last fcw years.

Various causes havc induced the japancse ta
adopt thc civilization of the western nations. Fre-
quent intercaurse has donc mucli ta rernove preju-
dices. Thc~ large nismber oi the higher class af jap-
anec youth sent abroad by thc Govcrnment ta te-
ceive education in Europe and America bas pro-
duced a markcd impression on the minds of their
fllow-countrymcn, and the restait is that within the
la3t twenty years japan bas passcd through an
almost bloodless revolution. Fromi a complete
despotism it has become a constitutionallv.gov-
crnicd country. A vcry comprehiensive and corn-
plete systcm aio national cducation bas been
adoptcd. It embraccs primary, intermediate and
high school, and there is an admirablv equipped
national university at Tokia, modcllcd on the plan
af the German univcrsitics, with anc hundred and
twenty professors and lecturers. In the manage-
ment ai public enterprises, such as mail and tele-
graphic service, navigation and such like, japan
could give lessons tu nations that have for long had
greatei advantages.

The prowcss ai Christianity in japan within the
last few ycrî b as been remaricable. American and
European C 1'nrc1aes have sent their representatives
there in conliderable numbers, and their labours
have been abundantly blessed. Not only has the
country been open to mi3sionary effort, but the
minds of the people have b2cn eagerly receptive ai
the preciaus truths af tht Gospel. Large and flour-
ishing native churches are to be met with thraugh-
out the empire, and what is stili more encauraging,
there is already a numeraus bady ai native pastars,
whose ability;e--l earnestness arc conspicuotas. It
was hoped that the différent branches ai the evan-
gelical Church wotuld be able ta unite and formn the
Church of Christ in japan. Though the union
feeii .g was strang, and earnest efforts were made
for its embaclimerat in a ilnited Church, the obstacles
were too powerful ta permit its accomplishment at
the present time. Many ai the youtng japanese con-
verts belanging ta the Congregational Church wcre
so attached ta its polity that they refused ta coaltsce
with their brtthrerî ai the Presbyterian and Meth-
odist Churches. Thaugh failing ta unite fornally',
there is no apparent lack ai bratherly feeling among
the native Christians of japan.

Tht progress af Christianity in that interesting
empire, as might be expected, hWm met with con-
siderable apposition. The Buddhist priesthood bas
in variaus places attempted ta rouse a reaction
against tht spread af tht new faith. Many ai these
priests have been bitter and determir.ed in their bas-
tility, white others have been sympathetic hearers of
the Gospel message. Prominent politicians and
Govcrnment officiais, though remaining personally
uninfluenced, have favoured Christianity because af
the perceptible benefits thiit follow its adoption, and
because it is in harmony with the western civiliza-
tion which they desire ta become prevalent. In
spite, then, ai tht opposition Christianity bas ta
encounter, it is making rapid anid steady progrebs.
It is stated that there are now over 20,000 who have
made a Christian profession in japan, and that tht
rate ai increase is about 5ao a month.

The japanese Church is deeply imbued with tht
missionary spirit. The members of tht Churches
engage in active Christian work, and are remarkably
successful in extendirag tht triumphs ai tht Cross in
the circles in which they personally move. Tht
Sabbath school is a flourishing institution, and reli-
giaus education is receiving much attention and mak-
ing encouragîng pragress. The same also can bc
said of tht charitable and benevalent insitutions
that awe their origin ta the tpaching and spirit ai tht
Gospel. A japanese translation ai tht Holy Scrîp-
turcs lias been campleted, and as tht japanese art
a reading people, it is likely that they will became
familiar with tht contents ai the sacred volume. Tht
success that has attended missîonary effort in japan
auglit ta prove a fresh incentive ta the Christian
Churcli ta advah"ce with earnest consecratian in tht
great work given lier to do, to preach the Gospel ta
every creattire.

'ÇOOks aiib £UDaOa3tt1C6.
OtU IT LL 04E5 AND l TtI NUIRYR. <Boston: The Rus-

sell Publiahing Co.)-Admirable stikie in regding miatter and pictorial
Illutration.

LirrLt's Liviur, Ans. (Boston : Litteli & C.>-.This indls.
pensable w.ee1ly, coniainiIng as il dots the laitit and the best fltera-
Suse ci the lime, lias jusl begun a new volume.

IIAitilIR'S YOIJNioPaROMLL(New York : lhaper & Blrothers.)
-W:îh unialling iegulatity Ibis magazine presents is readers cvery
week with a cholce collection et papera, atodes. poems and pictres.
affording them insruction aud delight.

ST. NicitoLAs. (New Von,: ?hbcCentury Co.)-.Sf. Na'cAlot
maintains ta the fuit the excellence Io which it bas attained. The
contlents m ar*aied, instructive, entertaining, and elevâted in ste.
The illustrations aie plentitut and oi a higli clasa.

SciioNtKaS MAGAZINEI. (New Y'ork: Chartes Scrihaer's Sons.)
-jaaiah Royce gives a milt nterestlng account of Australia ln a
finely illustrated piper ln the janirary number ofaibnir's Perhapa
the r :ost attractive piper In the psesent issue is Hlenry M. Stanlzys

The Pigmies of the great Afican Forest." Sis Edwin Arnold's
"Japonlc," the second part ai which appetis Ihis rnonth, mil a

attract admiring ieadera. Other noteworthy papers in the number
are "*Modeim Fire Apparalua" and "The Rohenburg Festival-
Pay." The coller contents are every way worthy af the reputation
Ibis admirable magazine bias altained.

Tus PARSBTIRIAN COLLECE JOLTINA. (Niontreal.)-Tbe
able amntercpuising staff ta wbose case the inittests o! this college
nîanthly are committed have aucceeded in making it very bright anm.
attiactive. There la a fat array cf conibutois ta the prescrti uîm-
ber. Rev. G. D. Bayne, of Pembrokce, leada off with a good set
mon on IlThe Compassion of jesus." Professer Scrimgtr fi tht con-
tributor ta the symposium on "The Westminster Confession of
Faith," and sgives in addition a short article on "The Oldest Chit.
tia Church in the Worlè'." Dr. R. F. B3urns, out own Il Knoxon-

ian." Dr. A. T. &ierson, and others tank atmon& the conttibîctors.
Professor Coussitat, in the French department, bas an admirable
piper IlDe la Langue Française dans la Societe Moderne."

llAatpzx's MAGAzINE. (New Yoik : Harper & Brother.-
There ame severat decidedly interesting papers in the january tumber
ci ibis old and reliable magazine. The opening onefisIl"Tht Out-
look in Southemn Calilornin," by Charles Dudley Wurner. Then
came 41 London Music hlalls," b> F. Anstey ; and IlImpressions ai
Peru," by Theodore Child, ail of them finely illustrated. M. de
Blowitz ivses another chapter ai bis Memoirs, telling bow lie
became a journalisi. Chattes Egbert Craddoclc, the new lady
novelist. wbo has lusîly earned distinction, begius a cew slty>'Ila
the. 1 Stranger Peopl&'s' Country," whivh )s marlced b>' the vigorous
descriptive and analytic powers of this strong wtiter. Thert are
sertral excellent short tonies, and meritoriaus poctical contributions,
togzther with the deparimenta which constitute an attractive feature
ai Narper's.

Tua CEN~TURY. (New York : The Century Co.)-One of the
chef attractions ofibtis leading magazine duuing the yeur wilt be the
IlTattyrand Mnau, tht fut instalment ai which appears in tbis
month's number. Il is mail interesîing and presents historical lacis
ins a sttiking tight. The California papers are aiso vcry attractive.
IlA Romance ai Morgan's Rough Ridetaa" gires a graphie ac.
count ai the raid loàto Ohio, Morganas capture &ne. subsequent
escape. Kenyon Cox (arma the subject of an appreci,.1ive critical
piper, and the illustrations %se artisuic masterpieces. Mr. Rockhil!
continues his accouaI it fTibetan travel. There is a fine descriptive
paper, amply ittustrated, IlAlong the Lower lames" and a decpiy
interesting account b>' Octave Thanet afIl"An Irish Gentlewroman ln
the Famine Time." The setils "*Colonel Carter of Car:ersville "
and IlSister Doloroa " are continued, and ttlt auraer is enlivened
b>' several excellent short stoties. Velt*known pocts sing ln tunelul
numhers, and the other contents are up ta the higli average main-
ained b>' the Cnfury.

A HAND.13O01?ci SADIIATH ScItOOr. MÂAGIaNr ANS)
WVOaî. By David Faîheringhim. (Toronto : Pteshyterisa Pint-
ing and Publishing C., 5 Jordan Street.)-Mr. David Fothetingham.
irons bis long and intimate connection with educalional work, ana
his succearful efforts ia Sabbath achool management, abundanltl>'
quality hise for the preparatsaus ai tbis admirable and compact liitie
Hand.Book. Il was prepared lor and recommended b>' the Commit.
tee ctn Sabbath Schools ta the lest General Assembly i ' atawa.
Aller the introduction come brie!, clear and~ concise chapters on
Orzanitation, Goverament. CIasa Governmp'it, Claàssficatirin, Wor'k,
Systematic Giving, Registration, Teaching .2uestioning, Teachers'
Meetings, Accommodation. Thea there axe appendices conainingr
sereral uselul and arcessary lofom. Ia clear, orderi>' presentation of
valuiable hints fur tht successiol prosecutian of 5abnbath chuol worlr,
in short compasa, ibis admirable lile Haad-Book cannaI be sur-
passed.

THt ATLANT:C MONTHLrY. (Boston : Hougliton, Mifflin&
C.)-,' The fancy look me ta go ta Nota," "aYs Mr. Percival
Lowell. in bis piper on "lNota: An Unexplored Corner ai japan ";
and where Nota is, and how lie vent there, is nott anly the subjeet cf
the opening article in the Januar>' Atlantic but is ta he the subject ai
several articles whicli are ta follow. Cleveland Abbe's piper, whichi
will command attention, suggests I"A L;ew University' Course," Ibis
course te be devotcd ta terestrial physics as a distinct depattment of
Instruction. As for 1 The House ai Matha" that cloitered estab.
lisSmt allows ane ai ils inhabitants, acting as amanuensis, ta listen
ta tht dictation of a love-sîory under the sophisma tht it is told la
illusttatt the manners and customs ai the toreigner. Mr. Chlles
Worcester Clark writes about IlCompulsouy &rbitration," in whhch
lie says that aone ai the misot striking femmues af aurteaa.going
Ameicn character is ready submnissian ta tht domination ai aut

servants, whether it be Bridget lusaur kitchen, the rilway in oaur
stiz-ets, or Congtesa in tht Capital at Washington. Professer Royce
lias a long papa on Hegel, Adolphie Colin entes about "Boutéss.

gae"and Mr. einy Charles Lea indicatta tht "lLesson of thtPen ylvnaElcin" Sophia Kirk gives a pretty sketch of "AScias Fmity Village"I; ad IlA Novelist f the jura," Mademoi-
selle Adele Huguenin, la the subject ai a long article which shows
lier ta be * kind cf Swiss Chales Egbert Craddack. ThtI Comedy
af isth Cuatom Haose," in the Cantributors' Club, is tac>'and rear t

able.


