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lot with the Irish brethren. Mr. Taylor proved ta bt a first-
class main:.lie was an acquisition. White le lived bce re-
malned with lis new masters, and his son is naw ont ai tht
lest mnissionanies in tht field.

As in the histary ai mast other missions, it was somne
time befare fruit began taelic reaped. That there was anxîety
for visible succeas bath It, the missionarica tlemseîves and
by the people at lame mat, li taicen for granted. Iossibly
tItre was mare than justifiabloe anxicty at home befare tht
desire was gratifled. In tune, and net an unreasonabît, long
timie, fruit began ta appear. From that date onward tht pro-
greas lias been most satisfac-tory. When converts began ta
camne out and publicly prafeas Christianity a ncw difficulty
with a twofald aspect presented itself. It affectcd tht mis-
sionaries themselves, and it afoected tht canverts. It aroused
such opposition at tht handa of tht relatives of tht canverts
that ini some cases tht missionaries were almost driven from
their posts, indeed, ane station that was taken up had ta le
abandaned for years liecause a place oi resadence or a spot
ta build anc could net lie procured for lave ar maney. The
apposition was a serians thing for the converts. That
they wert ostracized by their raglibnurs s easy ta under-
stand. We undertand it ait the casier, as atarer home we
are no strangers te that kînd ai treatment. Missions among
the French af Quebec have the same taietet tell. A uine ai
policy lad taelic adopted ta meet sudh an cmnergenct, if tht
mnission was ta go an permnanentît,. Tracts of land wert pur-
chased and Christian colonies werc establîshed. First anc
was tied, and, when it was iaund that the plan would work,
athers at various trmes and n dferent lacaltîts wtre started.
It aeemied a novel thing for tht Mission B3oard inIi rcland ta
lecame landiards ini India, but necessîty demanded it, and,
when it dad, wliat is in a flame ? Haines and security wcre
pravided fan tht canverts, not onîy se, tht inexptitnced were
taken out ai the way of temptation, a temptation se strangt
that it is difficult for us living in a Chistian land ta campre-
hend tht full force ai it. In these colonies villages have
sprung up whidh differ onît, romn other villages in India in
that thc heathen element is eliminated, or ratIer it was flot
allowed ta enter, and a higlier degret af conifort s attaintd.
Tht village las its native churcn, and tIe aim s, and an
several cases it is already a iact, ta have a native pastar as
well. These villages are centres ai light ta the regian around.
They are namtd sametimes ater a missianary, as WVallace-
pur. Sometimes al ter an Irish donor whobuîtt the church for
theni a: lis own expeuise, as Carcypur. Mr. Wallace was ane
ai the tary itnissionaries, a wst and devoted man. Mr. Carey
is a gentleman who livcs near Toome, County Antrim, and hasj
naît will long be remembered by tht Churcli for goad deeds
at home as well as in India.

The iollowing extrgct iroin tht iast page but ont of tht
volume wili show somewhat ai tht progress made : " In 1861
thtre were just seventy-four communicants ; in 1871, 133;
i 18, 248 ; and at the end af 1889, 39o. Thc entîre Chris-
tian community, indludung enquirers under instruction andi
chiîdren ton, aId ta le baptîzed, except on profession ai faith,
numbered an î86l, 291 ; ini 1871, 532 ; in 1881, î,8o8, and un
1839, 2,149. During tht iast five years there have been 698i
baptisms, including aven 200 adults, and ater dtducting lasses
ly death, removal and other causes, tht number ai baptized
membens off tht native dhurcI las ncreased fromn 1,294 in 1884
ta 1,679 in 1889, an îy thirty per cent.; whit communicants
have increased fnom 293 ta 390, or lit thity-three per cent.
The Christian communaty in donnection with any ane ai tht
tInte principal station s-Anand, Bonsad and Aîmnedabad-is
larger than the holt Christiani cammunity ini connectian
with the mission in î86t, twenty-tigt ycans ago ; and at
Swat agaun there is a fourth Christian conununiry nearly as
numeraus as tht whoie Christian communlty was ini Y861.

We are unwilling ta close this article wtthaut a word or
twa respecting thc Canvenens af the Foreign Mission. On
tIent as a matter ai course mudli deptnds as ta the succeas-
ful and pleasant working ai those that are in tht fied. TItre
have been tnete successive Canveners, or rather four, as tItre
are twa jont-Conveflers at prescrit. If tht Church was fortu-
nate in the missionaries that were ini their emplot,, and it was, it
was no less so in tht Canveners. Tht character of tht Conven-
ens lad no doulit much te do in derermuning thc kind ai
tht missianaries that werc selected iron time ta time. Dr.
James Morgan was the founder ai tIe mission, and be
watched aven it for thirty years with a fatber's lave, with a
faith tbat neyer vaverel, and a wisdomn that sldoin bas leen
surpassed. Dr. Edgar was ion a time associated wtl himn
in tht Convtncrship, but he was flot t father ai tht mission
as Dr. Morgan wus. Then came Dr. Fleming Stevenson, of
wham flot much needs ta le said, as he was se widely kaown
in tht Christian world. Ht Inaught ta lear an tht work a
sanctifltd enthusiasm tlat was little ltss tîan inspiration, as
well as a rare lîrerary culture. Tht prtsent Conivener, tht
Rev. W. Park, this vear Madenator ai tht General Assembit,,
cambnesii sane dtgree tht mentis ai bath lis predecessars, it
tnay le wil a little les ntcnsity than cither as regards that
whidh distunguislied tach. Htelias, however, according ta
Mn. Jeffery, and we are prepared ta believe it, a igler degret
ai tht organizing faculty than tither lad. For two or tne
years past tItre has been a joint-Conventir, as wt have seen,
Mr. Park having faund the work ton heavy. Tht gentleman
assaciated with M. Park is Mr. D. G. Banlaur, wha for
mant, ytars accupic-d a high and lucrative office in tht Civil
Service ai India. This arrangement bas worked weil.

Wt niay add that the India Mission is net tht onît,
foreign field wrked ly thte Wsh Preslyterian Church.
There is a vigorously-..irked China Mission, and tItre is a
,jewish Mission. The principal stations of the latter are a:
Damascus ini Syria, and Haniburg in Europe.

CA NDIDA TING.

MR. EDITOR,-TIIC conviction lias of late been growing
upon many in tht Churcli, that aut present system ai suppiY.
ing vacant cangregations is not quitt satisfactory, and miglit
be improved. Firni as we are in tht belief that Presbyteriari
Church polîty is, as a system, superior ta ait others, we must
not therefore conclude that in ail its details it is leyond criti-
cism- It is ont ai tht glanies ai tht system that it futile recag.
nizes thetII ights at tht people." It is Il a governiment ai tht
people, by the people, and for tht people." It secures tht
fiulest possible liberty and protectian ta the individual, con
sistent witl tht supremacy ai iaw *and tht unity of tht
Churdli. This is ont reason why Preslyteriaflism lias ever
been hated by despots and tyrants, whether in Churcli or
State. King James 1. said at tht Hamptoni Court Conférence
IlYe are aiming at a Scat's Presbytery, whicli agrees with
monarchy as well as God and tht devil." By monarchya
lanes ai course meant lais own will, which was tyrannv.
IlTItre was flt," said Chales I., "la wiser man since Sala-t
mon than lit wlia said, 'Na bishop, fia king.'"'l h was doulit-
iess awise saying. No bishap in tht Churci, fiatyrant on tht
throne. If it is nlot granted that Churdlipower resta in a1
self.perpetuating hierarchy it is flot likely taelbe granted thati
civil power rests ini hereditary kings and nobles. Religiausj
and civil liberty usually go togerlier. Tht Presbyteriitn 1
Church blas lever been a strong advocate ai bath, and there-t
fore it alaws the ,people ta choose, elect or "lcail"I their awn1
main ister.

The abject ci' this paper is ta cati attention ta some
existing irregularities or abuses in the Church, which, it is
believed, are directIy traceable, flot ta tht II calling " system,
but ta an imptrfect form aif that appendage ai it knawn by the
unsavoury naine afi "candidating." These irregulatits wt
believe it is withiri tht powtr ai Presbyteries in the extrcise ai
their regular functions ta greatiy lessen if net altagether1
remove.

Firat ofai al jr is a well-known fact that mrinaisters fnat
unirequentîy rmaun in congregatians long after the circuan-
stances demanded a change, invariably ta the detrimerit ai
ail concerned. Why is this ? Veîry aten it is because ai the
utter uncerainty an the part ai the minister as ta whether, if
once lie resigns lais preserit charge, le will ever bc able ta
secure another, or even secune sudh emplayment as will be
an adequate mt;îns of support. H4e is able and willing ta
work, but the only work tht Churdli guarantees hi is a prt-
cariaus candidating expedition. Is it any wonder that min-
isters who naturally dislike Iltramping " should sametinits
exhibit extraardunary Ilstayung powers," especîally if they
are aId and have (amulies ?

Then sometimes appears tht somewhat unseily spectacle
ai a mifister duly settied ini a charge ini which lies bis allotted
work fooing away a large part ai the time eagerly setkiaig
work elsewhere. Ht is now serving lis peopte, and they in
their tura are supporting bina, flot fromn chaice and mutual
love and obligation as before, but froni sheer necessity. Tht
results can only bce vit and the ariamatous condition is quite
ianconsistent with tht genius of Presbyterianism. I do net say
tItre are many such cases ini tht Churdli, but I believe they
are an the increase, awing ta the restless and critical spirit ai
tht age. Can the Church net se facilitate tht dissolution ai
tht pastoral relation that tht munister nray bc freetet resign
a charge without the risk ai lecoming a pauper, when be is
satisfled that his usefulness therein is at an end ?

Now look at tht state ai things wlen a congregation has
become vacant. Practically tht peope are " as sheep with-
aut a shtpbtrd," and, when there may le wolves and Ildogs
without,"1 this is flt desirable. Ail are therefore afixiaus for
an tarît, settlement, exdept possibly a few who may bce
clharnied with tht cltapness and variety off the wttkiy sup-
ply. How is this much-dtsired end ta be attauned ? Tht
Church-1 think we have as good a cim ta this expression
as aur Anglican brtthren-wil nflt take a man and place hlm
irrespective ai tht will ai the peope. This, whatever it rnay
bce, is flot Presbyterianismn whidh, subject ta certain condi-
tions, cleerfully accords ta tht people tht right ta choose or
elect those wba are "lta have tht mile over thein." But, and
Ihtre's tht rul,» law are tht people ta became sufficiently

acquaînted with tht mnisters ta be prepared te make a suit-
able choice? Tbey get leave irom Presbytery ta hear can-
didates or probationtrz, each an ont or mare Salbaths as may
bc convenient. Tht first aspirant cornes and preaches what
he thunks is one ai his lest sermons. Ht mat, have had
scores of othens tht peaple would have appreciated mudli
more, because better suited ta thtir capacity and taste. At
ail events be is I heardIl" and ini ail probabiiity it may le said
IlTtaat was a very good serman, and I believe le is a fine
man ; lut, well lie is net perfect; there niay lc letter in tht
Church. We wiiI hear anather." Tht other cames, and sure
enaugh he is better-loaking, is more afiable and potite, and is
an equally good preacher. IlHt wîll suit us letter, especi-
alît, the yaung people." But now a monbid curiosity is
awakened, and the gentral feeling is that " silice we are about
it we migît as weîl secure the vert, lest we can get, for remeni-
ber ance we make a chaice we must le satisfied with it. We
will hear same more. Tht very fact ai their caming tapreach
implies that thet, are willing te sertîe if catied." Thus it goes
on until a Esat of perhaps sixty or mare candidates is txhausted.
At Iast they decide ta cali and at cansiderable trouble go
througb the variaus steps, when, la, tht cali is declined 1
Thteinountain travailed and lrought forth-a mouse. Some
are naw angry ; some are discauraged ; some become mare
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indiflerent; others are inwardly glad for they wilt bave (utther
scope for their splcndid powers of discrimination ; ail are
more or iess confused. They neyer thought af how the min-
ister iiked themn when the Ilwooing " w'as going on. At Rit
events they are as fair (rom a seulement as ever.

But suppose the minister calied accepts. Why was lie
chosen in pîtierence to say the ftint cindidttte head 1 Was
he a better preacher, a better pastar, a better min ? Do voit
meaan to say that you can decide this important matter by
hearing a man preach two or ibret sermons sptcially pyt-
pared, and perhaps shaking hands wîth him ? The man
calied niay have been a superior man, but my point is this, that
for ail the people really know ta the cnnitary, he may bave
heen in evety respect an inferior man. in niany cases lie is
preferrcd because lie is a better courtier, or a better taiker, not
ta say a better joker. Ias fnot nitre Iltaikers " we warit in
the pulpits. We have enougli of them ain the pews. *e want
nien, scholars, theologians, preachers, pastors, workers.

Again, what is the moral cffect of tht present systemi upon
the minister? Dots it not tend ta destroy saiglehearted con-
secratian ta the Master's work, and ta foster a spirit af self-
secking and worldly-mndedness ? It is natural for a mninis-
ter-for lie is human-ta seek the best position available.
Why sa many applications for a hearang in a vacant churcli
in Taronto, when the mission fields af Muskoka and the
North-West are sufftring for lack off mtn ? ls it framt a lear
that by following thet Masttr iota an out-of-the-way mission
field and IIenduring hardness as a good solicr,'> ont thereby
loses prestige in tht Churcli, and lessens lis future prospect
af a cali under tht superficial candidating systemt? At ail
events the iact saveurs of seli.seeking. Why, moreaver, sa
many applications for neariy ail desirable vacancies, train
settlid pastors ? hiIst it may ini part be due ta a spirit of
restless ambition for ntw and larger fields of labour, it is
doubtless an nmany cases due ta a kind af instinct in the minis-
ter, which, in view ai aminaus indications ai a possible rup-
ture in tht near future, prompts him ta avoid, if at ail pas-
sible, that veritabie IlSlough of Despond »-tht probationers'
list.

What is the remedy for ail this, if any? i wiil again
stait saine ai the evils .t. Pastors temaining toe long in
charges., Congregations remaining tao long vacant, aten
because ai tht super-abundance ai applicants. 3. lnabîlity te
daonse intelligently from a mere casual and superficial
acquaintance. 4. Tht tendcncy ta induce a lack ai conserva-
tism in the ministers. s. Tht anomaly aifainisters in charge
seeking a charge. 6. Tht reproacliofail"candîdating.l"

The remedy stems ta bt in a fuller exercis eto the aowtrs
and functions af Prtsbytery. 15 it nat tht duty af Presby-
teries ta supply everv capable minister in tht Church with
work and ta supply every congregatian in tht Churcli with
the mînistry ai the Word ? Tht formation ai pastarates wauld
then take care af itseîi. Tht above duty is at present
attempted ta be dont. but we dlaim that it should lit mare
rhoroughly attempted, and mare thoiougbly dont. In reality
a minister naw out ai a charge is nlot given work, he is simply
sent ta look for it ; vacant congregations are not ?iven the
ministry ai tht Word, they are simply asked ta criticaily lis-
ten ta fine sermons. Tht improvement suggested is simply
tbis : Let Presbyteries, accarding ta their best judgment,
appoint unemployed ministers ta vacant charges for a period
ai, say, nlot Iess than three and not more than t'vtlve months,
duly înstructing themt ta disdliarge, white thus emplayed, ail
the funictions of a regular pastor, and requiring that they
receive a salary proportionate ta the abiiity ai tht congrega-
tien, or ta its former practice, and in no ordinary case lma
than the minimum amaunt. Presbyteries, as a rule, know their
meni and their cangî'tgatians better than tht people do and
they are surely as subject ta divine guidance. They woud
therefore know what men ta send ta partic-ular fields. This
would ai course stili leave vacant cangregatians fret ta cati
any duly qualified minister at any time, whether already
settled or not. It only curtails tht liberties ai settied pasters
by making it impassible as well as unnecessary for thent ta
sek new fields until they have resigned their aid ants.

Tht following reasons are given in support of the foxezoing
recommendation: i. A minister would feel fret ta resign a
charge when the circumstances demnanded it, knawing that
there was work for bim elsewhere adequate for support. 2.
It would do away with tht incangruity ai seeking another
charge whcn pledged ta whole.heartedness ini tht work ofithataîready held.3. It wouid almost entireîy remaove tht featuressodsgeable ta ministers, f ' candidating," of being
tested onîy by a few sermons, and af constant unrest and
hOmelessness. 4. It wouid do away with tht great exptnse
ai constant travelling. 5. It would give a man an opportunity
ta do work that would faily test bis ability ; and it wouid
give cangregatians an apportunity ta ascertain tht pastoral
and executive, as wtll as preachung powers, ai the minister
before calling. 6. Tht congregat:Ïonal machinery v;ould be
kept in better runnung ordtr, tht spirit af libtraiity would
not be aiiawed ta decline, and more gaod gtneralv wouid
resuit. 7. It woild practicaiiy do away witb vacancies and
their attendant evils.

But some may abject, "Whythis is a regular 'itinerancyIl
Not quite. It is simply a " real probation" for bath mins-
ters and congregatians. instead of a merely nominal ont. If
it is an itunezancy it is one in exact accord with Presbyterian
pality. Mnreover, mucli ai tht strength of Methodisin lits in
its itancrancy, however faulty ini theory. Not unfrequently the
truth lies somewhert between antaganistic systems, or in a
union ai theni. Presbyterians may commit far graver mis-
takes than ta apprapriate a niodified "'itunerancy,» as the
preparatory step towards tht formation ci their regular pas-
torates. Such a union wouid emnbady tht strang features of
bath s) stemis, and wauid be fret front many af their objectians,
weakness and defects. I will close this ý'apér, already tou
long, with a quotatian irom Prof. MWitberow s wel-known littie
book, IlTht Apostolic Church. Which is it ?'Ill k is one
arnong the many recamnitndations af tht Presbyteran
Churcb polity, that it possesses within itsi a purifying and
refornming power, by which, white always preservung tht
Scriptural and essential principies ai tht systemn, jt can alter
any arrangement that experience bas proved in its opération
not te le productive af goodY" J. McKN.oN.
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