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be convinccdl of this fact. Ji as il nonsense go say
o~r think chat the peuple re represehted in aur
Church courts t!îrough the eiders. WVhile in mnny of
aur congregations there arc clever and capable me i
chosen as eiders, yct in xnany others it is a depiorabie
fact chat the eiders arc much below the average for
intelligence, capaci(y and business tac.. Il is an un-
doubted fact that in many quartera and cspea-.ally
amongst the less intelligent members of the Church
a soit cf morbid sentistintalaty pa-evaik. whach onclines
thein ta, mîstake star 6dity for piety. I hasnotion, often
fostered and encot .aged by the nminstcr, who wishta tu
surround himseal wath a bession eaily rnanagcd, can
ho and la frcqucntiy se manspulattd as te lead ta the
appoantrnent of eiders entirely unft for office. Of
course these mon answcr the purpose fur whadrl tliey
were intended by their appointer, but that tlîey in an<
stase represent the people as absurd. \Vhen sur.h
men happen to sit in any of the Chair-.h courts they
simply vote wath thear minaster or as he ansructs them,
and that la often their highest ambition. Do we ever
find such men reporting tht trie state of affairs
existing in thoir own congregatian ta Presbytery
unless thereby they c.auld flatter the minaster ?But if
a trutbful report would sem at ai ta reflect on the
efficiency cf tht "'chief pastar,' they -ire judacaausly
silent. This, we are persuaded, accounis for tht
fact that Prcsbytery knows nnthing of how a congre.

-gation as doang unti sorte cruptaon takes place.
%Vere aur Church government more in the handa of
the people and less an the hands oF the c.lergy, we
have reason ta believe that a ditTeren state of .Iflairs
wouid ensue.

Further, we generally find that in .any -aaItroversy
betiween a minaster and hats c.ongregataa.n, tht Pre:iby.
tery generaiiy sades wath thc manaster, rag4,. or wrang.
Tis shows that :)ur Church government ab a pure
ecclesiaatical olîgarchy -a close ceracal corpoî'3taan,
jealous cf its privaleges and bound to lord at ovtr the
people. The wvriter as -.! upananion that an agitation
ta popularîze aur Church courts, and brang thean mure
into barmony wvth thas democratac age, wauid greatly
strengthen tlresbyteraanasm an the D>ominaon, and
tberefore asic you kandly ta .nsert thîs as a feeler.

ML- EDITOR,-The CoMmittec cf the International
Convention cf Christian WVarkers have decided ta
hold their next convention in the city of Detroit fraan
November 16 te 2o, inclusive, and it as hoped chat a
general intcrest an the convention 'vili bc secured
amongst the Christian workers througliout tht Do-
minion. Tht convention as undenomanataonalian
the widest sensc, and auicludes Christaan workers,
clorical and laya and cf bath sexes, who are intcrested
in tht non-church-going classes ; and, as the papers
red and the discussions chat take place are on the
mast practical subjects, tht benefits cf atiending
the convention are very large and important. Tht
committec wouid desare to have the gatherang
thôroughly international and representatave 1 hope
that any cf your readers intcrestcd an thîs kind cf
work who may sec thas commnunication wall endcavou-
ta maake arrangements ta be present themseives, and
besicles stir up others tu cone. Arrangements will
be mnade for reduccd raalway farts and liotel accom-
modation, of which due notice wiil be given later on.
My abject in addressing you thus early on tht subject
is in tht hope that Christaan workers in tht different
cities and tawns in Canada wvill start at once ta pos-
sess themselves cf any nccded anformataon an reter-
ence to these conventions, and tht work dont at
thcm, se that :hey may bc in a position ta answer
enquiries andi make thc anterest mort general.

Tht last convention, whach %vas held an New York
City in September of fast yzar, was Most successituî
in every way. A verbatim report cf tht proceangs,
paperý read, discussions, etc., has been printed by the
convention. This is the best ciass-book that couid
be put into tht hands cf any Chris,«'n worker.
Copies ay be had by addressing the :retary, tht
Rev. John C. Collins, English Hall, Ncw H-aven, Con-
necticut. Tht charge for a 3ingle copy as 60 cents, or
:gwo copies for $1. 1 wouid bc pieacd ta afford ail
nccssary information ta any that may desire it.
Communications addrcssed taome at 28 Scot Stret
.wiii recc.ve prompt attention. I may add that Mr.
'W. H. Howland as the member of the Executive Coin-
mittec cf tht Convention reprcsenting Canada.

'jours truly, A. SAmPSON.
Toran(o, jofi 4j5n41 z6'&lY
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Tht Synod cf Taranteanti IKingston met on Tues.
day evenang at in Kiiox Church, Owen Sound. Tht
Rev. johin Samervîlie, retiring Moderator, preachcd
an abl.: and nppropriato discourse an Sang cf Solo-
mon va. 1, 2. Tht Rev. D D. iNiLeod, cf Banrrie,
%vas cected Mo'ierator fa: the curreant year.

On Wednesday leave ivas grantedl ta tht respec
lave Presbyteraea tu take on trial for license. the follaw
îng gentlemen who had .ompleted their theaiegical
course. Toronto- D. 1bkKcnzic, B3.A. j A. Il. flarroi,
Il A., H. Fraser, B.A., j. E. Shaver, J. J. Eiliott, B.A,
J. C. Talant, B.A., A. J. McLeod, B.A. j Kingston--
MNalc.olm- Mti.Knnon, B.A., J. N. H. Mlila, B A-, John
.NitNtal, E. llelang, B.&, Donald Munrot, William J
F owlet, M.A., and William J. Druanmond, B3.A
Orangeville-W. E. WVallace.

Mr. J. K. Macdonald, cf Toronto, Convener cf tht
Absembly Committec on the Aged and lnflrm Mlinis
lts' Fund, presentcd tht claims cf this Scheme te tht
àynodi an a tercible and exhaustive manner. lit
showed that tht total receipts from the Annuity Fund
tht capital fund and aIl other sources cf revenue,
wvere nut sufficatat te maintain tht slender annuitits
paad ta retired clergymen. For tht pas: year the re-
ceipts would total at the ntest sanguine estimatt but
$tu,5io.60, while tht amount ta be paid eut rtached
$a11,759.55, itaviiig a deficit af $1,248.89. This de-
prived each incapacitatecd clergyman cf about $2o,
which as ne light niatter te these mn. Mr. Mac-
donald read tht amnounts contributed by variaus Pres.
byteries. Rev. Dr. McLaren, of Knox College, cm-
phasized tht points cf Mlr. Macdonald's addresa in a
poweritil speech, when Rev. E. D. McLaren, cf
Birampton, prenîising that this scbeme could bc better
pushed by tht young men cf the -ninistry like himself,
prcsented a resalition cxpressing the thanks cf the
.Synod ta Mfr. Macdonald, expressing ils sense cf tht
great importanîe cf the fund, and plcdgang its Ment-
bers ta persistent endeavours te ancrease the Contri-
butions, and appuantang tht following committet te
look alter the interests af the fund an the Presbyteries
ta whach they respectavely belong . Rev-. P. Straîth,'
an tht Prtsbytery cf Saugeen ; Rev. R. J. Beattie,
Guelph; Rev..A. Grant, Toronto, i ev.J. R. S.Burnett,
Barrie ; Rev. 1. B. Fraser, M.D., Owen Sound i Rev.
s. J. AlcLlelland, Orangevalle ;Rev. E. Cockburn,
Lindsay ; Rey. D. L bcRae, Peterborough ; Rev.
R. M. L-raag, Whatby ; Rev. A. Young, Kingston.
Thas 'vas secandcd by Rev. J. B. Muilan, cf Fergus,
and calicd forth a htarty commendatory speechl frram
Rev. Dr. Parsons, cf Taronte, when it 'vas endorsed
by tht Synod.

At tht afternooa sederunt tîte report of the Corn-
miltce on Sabbath Observance was read by tht Con-
vener, Rev. T. S. Chambers, of Kingston. The
teport, after summarizing tht returns received from
the variaus Presbyttries, recommended as follows:
That mare care be taken in tht way af setting a good
example; that the young should bc caretuiiy in-
structed an the princa pies of tht Sabbath; that whoie-
saine Sabbath literature be suppiied te ceunteract the
eval cf mere secular reading, t hat tht Sabbath iaw,
Loti n its divine and humnan enactnîents and penal-
tics, be printed an tract tarmn and cxtensivcîy car.
culated ; chat tht variaus branches cf tht Christian
Church unite ta utter a vigerous protes: against the
encroachment upon the Sabbath made by coipora.
taons; that tht Presbyteries be en;oined t0 appoint
Committees on Sabbath Observance and toi report
annually through their committces ta tht Syned's
Ccmmittee on this subject ; chat due prominence be
givon ta this question an tht mnistrations of the pul-
pit ; that parties in influential positions bc incuced ta
enforce the Sabbath provisions on aur statute bocks.
Three further recomniendatians were rcjected by the
Synod. Memnorials on tht subject 'vert read tram the
Anglican Synod of Torontoand the Presbytery of Owen
Sound, which 'vert retcrrcd ta special committees

The clerk, Rev. Dr. Gray, rend tht report of tht
Boardof thecBrantford LadieCollegtin which thesta.
tastacs of a Most successful year were given. Principal
T. M. M1clntyre, LL.D., attributed the unsurpassed
success of the pas: year te tht increasot' interest toit
and manitested by their people, antd made a mederate
but claquent piea for tht highcr education et yaung
wcmen Me thanked the Sygod for.t.heir nid in the
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past and askcd thiat, it be cantinucdl throughaut the
next year. On motion af Rev. J. A. P. D)lckson the
repart was accepted, pleasuro was expressedl at the
success af tht coliege, and Rev Dr Parsons 'vas ap.
pointed visiter for the cnsuing year. Flattering en.
cemiumns uîpon the institution 'vert made in spiriîed
addrcsses by Revs. D. J Mlacdonnell and Dr. Par-
sons, one af tht visitors of last year, and tht Mloder
ator.

In answcr ta tht reference rcad (ram tht Asstmbly's
Committce on the Distribution af l'robationers, it
'vas agreed ta enjein ail Presbyteries within the
bounds af the Synod te acquaint themseivea ac
curniely îvith theteirnts ot tht Asstmbly's Schemne
et Distribution, go be faithful in car:ying out the
Sciieme, and cspeciiîliy in reporting all vacanries, ta
serve the order te obtain either full or partial sup.
piy through tht committe in every case, and ta se
that larobatianers nssigned te tht Presbytery rece;ve
empieynient cither in vacancits or elscwhere.

Tht next meeting ai the Synod %vas appointedl ta be
held in St. Paul's Church, Bawmanville, commencing
at hialipast seven p.m. on tht second Tuesday ini
May, 1889

Rev. A Young, cf Napane presented tfie report
of tht cemmittee an rcstoring l~e Memnorial Churrh
a: Ftedericksburg, tht Carat l>rcsbyterian cangrega.
tion in Ontario. Tht repart 'vas received, the coin.-
mittet continued and the Synod urged ta assist in the
undertaking

Tht Rev. J. k. R Dickson presented tht report of
tht committet on the State cf Religion, which ciosed
with the tollowing recommendations : j. That eideri
have districts assignedl to thient in aIl our congrega.
tiens, et which they shall have oversight, for their
furtheranct in the divine lite. 2. That it bt an in.
struction ta Sessions ta take greater pains ta ascer-
tain what proportion af familles 'vithin their bouads
observe tamily worship. 3. That inasmuch as it is
evident that the memorizing of Scripture by the
yeung in our homes and la aur Sabbath schoois il
flot as generai as cauld be desirtd, Sessions be asked
ta bring tht subject te the attention ef parents, super.
intendents and teachers. 4. That Presbyteries be
recommendcd te prepat a scheînt of evangelistic
services, adapted ta rcach aIl congregations, minis-
ters, cîders and mcmbers te assist in conductiaîg
theni. 5. That Sessions be asked te consider whether
more mnight flot be donc te inculcate Tempernce
principles on the young by a more general institut.
ing of Blands of Hope and tht circulation of temper
ance pledges. 6. That special care be taken by mem-
bers and Sessions te instruct tht young people ofthe
congregatien la the Standards ai tht Church.

Rev. Dr. Parsons reviewed tht report in an incisive
address, when it was adopted.

The Sabbath Schoel report, read by Rev. Dr. Ntc.
Tavish, et Lindsay, contained, among cither statis-
tics, the tollcwing -Total schoiars, 33,730o; average
attendance, z2,896; communicants added to the
Church, $1,o i: ; total collections, $17,076. AIl these
are in advance cf last year. Tht committereconi-
mended: i. That tht registers recommended by tht
General Assembly bc adopted lin aIl schools a: once
and that blank torms for s.atistics tram schools and
Presbyteries bc upon and la harmeny wîth the infor-
mation recorded in tht registers. 2. That tht biank
torns be issued as carly as passible, se as te give
PresbytMr Conveners abundant trne te collect statts-
tics, and that tht niaintes et Prcsbytery conveners be
sent te tht Cenvener of tht Sabbath Schaol Caoi.
maittet for the Synod as sean as they are appointe&.
3. That 've urge upon pastors and Sabbath school
teachers tht nccessa:y et giving those under ther
-care systematic instruction in regard te tht mis-
,sien Schemes cf our Churcî, and that aIl schools de-
vote a: least a part af their contributions ta at least
ont or more of these schemiles. 4. That ail Pres.
byteries adept some systernatic mode af suptrvising
and encouraging Sabbath schoel worlc, and of estab-
lishing schools in neglected, districts, s. That the
twofold work ai bringing seuls ta Christ and ai build-
ing mon up in Christ bie ever kept betare the teachers
as the great aim ai Sabbath school instruction. The
repart 'vas ndopted an motien et Rev. A. Young,
seconded by Revr. Dr. Kellogg, belth gentlemen rnak-
in .g excellent addresses on Sabbath school ivork Da
matien of Rev. R. D.. Fraser, tht fallowing recoin-
mendation was added ta, tht report: "That- fte
Synod-strongly eniphasize the advisability of a regu-
lar wéckly mictiago.f teachers for study cf tht lesson


