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TUF~ Rev. J. hl. Douglas and, Miss Roger, mission-
aies of the Presbyterian Church in Canada ai Indore,
India, are at present in ibis country on furloughi.

TiEREz are only aooo Agnostics in Engiand.
Judging frcm the ainaunt uf noise they make, one
would suppose there was a million ai least. 'Twas
always thus. One sore head ln a congregation makes
mnore noise than a score of active, earncst Christians.
One heretic in a church makzes more fuis than a huit.
dred otthodox mens. One Agnostic in a communlit
attracîs more attention iban a hundred Christlans.
Foolish people conclude that tbe noise an Agnostic
-makes must nec.-ssaraiy nican influence. They can-
mlot distinguisha between fuss and power. Do these
people who îalk about Ilsociety being boneycombed
with scepticisan," lever reflect thatin lil Engiand
there are only a thousand Agnostics?

TUE Boston Iljournal" ihus describes the condition
aita congregation that bas long been bearîng candi.
dates

-Restiesanessanmd the critical habit grow upon such a
cangregatian until it clamours for a Ireah candidate cach
Sunday, very much as the Rorman populace used to shout
for a new victii ina the areni. Spiritual barrenneas and
absence of religious aciivity are as sure to attend such a
systein as night as ta follc.w day.*

Very cleverly saad, but very bard on the cangrega.
tien, and stiîl harder on the candidates. Fancy a
congregatlan in church on Sabbatb morning, instcad
of being in a devotionr'l f rame of mind, claniouring for
a fresh candidate, as ihe Roman populace used ta
shout for a new victinm in the arena. Fancy ibe feel
ings af a preacher as hie walks amie the pulpit canscious
that the stappased worshippers are sbouting for him as
for atir.u'vtuzcm/ Andi yeLt iis ctcrion as in many
cases truc ta the life. Just wbat remedy tai apply as
another question. Perhaps there as no remedy an the
Presbyteraan and Congregaionalisi systemas.

IN the matter of bearing canditiates and having a
long vacancy, a Congregationalist churcb an a hlasa-
chusetis tawn taktes the palm. Thas church was va-
cant for ninc yeas, :and heard twa hundred and foony
candidates. The setulement was flot unanimous. A
maînonhy thai bad broken up ane counicil aia met ta
insiattbe imanaster, and tiid ao preveni the actior. ai
the second, erateaed a protcst. The " Christian ai
WVorK ihinks ai would be betier tai authoraze a coin-
mite ta, seule a ahiraster aver such congregations
itan allow such a dsgraceful state af things ta con-
tinue. Certainlyiwould. And jusi bere astibm ight
place te say ibat ibis is the view beld by rnany pres.
byterians, wiib this difference, that they would sub-
stitute the Presbytery for a commaite. There is a
point at which a Prmsbytery should interfère when
congregations stem detcrmined ta go on hmaring
scores of candidates Whmre ihat point is musi; bc
deternaned by cuurstances The Jane shouald be
drawn a long way on ibis side ai mine ycars aüld îwa
hundred and farty candidates.

WE are quite aware ti. #rvery question cannai
came first ai the meetings ai Assembly. There must
be order, and sornetbing L.% 1ef over ta ihe dlosing
sederunts This, hawever, is na reasora why certain
matîcîs should always 1-e brought upt tatar the close,
and discussed, if discu5-wd ai ail, in a very tim bouse.
The Sabbath Obserai.ce Report and tbe Sabbaih
Schaol Report were this year, as usuai broughî ulp
very near the close af the meeting, when ibm Açsembly
was not much larger than the Toronto PZOUibytory.

The Sustentation and SupplementAl Schemes, whlcb One beneficlary writes ihat ln ibis way ho i, r.
bave been before the Church for- two yeas, were band. cently enjoyed (ive weeks ai travel, bas manligmet'u
ed over te a Committee very sitar tbe close aoib thene London, Parts (includlng St. Claud and Versa' ;.s),
meeting. Now, wbat the aninisters and people afi bis Mont Cents and its famous tunnel, Turin, Mlilan,
Church wlsb te know la why ibrie such Important Venice, Florence, Ranie, Naples <includlng. lompeii
aaters were lefi over and taken, up in the dying ,and Putsci) ; and then back by Rame, Plia, Cenea,

bours ai the Asacmbly? Witt any ane Liy that whole Mont Cenis, Paris and London, witb souvenirs ai travel
sederunts were not taken up with maitera of infinllely for those ai h-.me, and ail wiiboui taking a penny
les importance than cubher ai the three? la theSab- (-.cm the ministerlal laceaise.
baîth s0 weli kcpt in the Dominion thai tha Sabbaib Now, wbicb af aur rich men la; g aing le foiiaw suit
Obietviince Rep.,rt is little more tban reid year atter in tbis matter, aind ibus give many a hard-woîking,

Zer Are the .hildren ai the Church soweii trind poorly.paid maimistcr ai the Gospel a taste ai travel, te
tli.s il is flot ncc-essary te a anythiaig about Sabbath is own great benefi and the consequent advantage
.sclools? Aie our nmnsters, so well supported thai no o(hls congregation? The continent of Europe Io no(
îaton need be taken in the way af ir> ing tai increase ses accessible te Canadians as it is ta the people ai

their slipends? Juil before these tbrte Important~ Scoîland, but twa or thre bundred dollars coming in
questions were burriedly put thraugh a very ti.in eveîy 1mw yeais, wblch /èadto be exteptideiùs traveling,
bouses a cornsiderabie part cf a sederunt was spent would be as life <romtheib dead tai many a weary one,
an discussamg the mode ai examining students- and couid casiy b. expended le the ver)' best ad.
a question which wcs settlcd oniy a few years vantage, eveai though tIb Grand Europtia Tur
ago. Tbeological education là important, but it werem fot taken.
is not everyîbing. There are many who think there
is altogeîher loin much timc 3peni ln the Assembiy an TUE LOND ON MjlSSIONA R Y £0OCIERTY.
mni questions coaaarec witb the colleges. It il , ail the differialisslonary Socieums there
a very unfortunate thirg that ibis movemeni ta cur!tai A L o, n ihwoehst% hr r n
the process ai Preabyteries shouid have bemn made twA±.. mor ac wt ahsociatios thee tare hcn.
when steps are about being iaken towards endowment. îwasd aioe longiowed assothI ondoba" lhi roh i
It does not heip the coUleges financially or any atiier bransos beer long an adm "LondonoIsrail aie
way ta bc conîinually dragging Ihese matters of detail witsoes amver' ong andes ait whcyi boas ured 
belore ibe Assemnbly. Wheî ber the students ar wbiie te Grbm Ha on aie suc wî crw is labs iasd
examinmd by a Presbytcry or a Commitice as not a Ibme Grat Hcfa ai t Churc ecn is labo ura
malter ai immediate and avmrwhelniing importance. ofa sh grmatiin moer itss bas wiepead Mur.lst
WVe mention ibis question merely as a saiple of others ai the ramne cf mes. issonss e en hv c nnmt
thai are allowed ta tace precedence over sucb matterswihuetcrxs lsiresaibfat ae01
as Sabbath Observance, tbe Sabbatb Scbaol, and Sus- lbeen few, and is, martyrs bave not been wanting.
tentation Fund. Everything can't came first, but tbm White ils Missions la tbm South 5mas baye been spe.
more important thauld comm before the îess lamper. ciali>' notîceable, ils efforts in man>' other aeions have
tant, and thai whicb many think la ai no importance been ai once persistent and successtal. In the East
ai ail. and 'West Indies, in Souath and Central Aitica, iii
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GENERAL ASSEMDLY 0,F YHE PRESBY-
TERIAN CHJWRCH 0F IRLLAAUD.

THE Ceneral Assembly of the Irish PresbyterianTChurcb met in B3elfast on the evening ai Monda>',
it 7th af June. Dr. Stevenson, tbm rctiring Modter.

atan, preached front John xvii 2o. Alter the sermon,
ibm Assembiy was constituteal andl addressed by ibm
chair. The Rev. Mr. Kiliamnwas unanititous>'chosen
Mloderahar. The attendance at tht Assemb>' was
very large, and ibm inîerest mnanifested lin the proced.
ings keen and susiaineal. The principal discussion
was on the use ai instrumentai miusic in public
worsbip. The debate was very earnest and able,
îhougb accasionally sornewbat acrimanious. Tht
resuait mas that liberty ita use instrumental music, as
cravcd b>' tht averturisis, was refused, but by a ver>'
close vote, 345 voting ta give congregatians ibm
liberty' asked for, and 360 againsi. li is veiy evideni
thai ibm question is, even in Irelanal, coning rapidl>' ta
a seutlmment, and abat no long lime vriii clapse before
congregatians connecîcal with ibe Irish Presbyterian
Cburch will have the liberty askmd for.

A GOOD IIJEA.

M R. MACFIE, the wmaithy, wcll-known, andl ver>'
laberal Free Church eIder, saine time ago did a

kinti, consaderate and most praisewarthy act, trbich
nnay well ho amitateal, and ougbi, therefore, lo be better
knawn ibrougi. -ut Canada ibmn it is. Mm. Macflers
idea was ta force marniers te laake necessar>' relaxa-
taon an travelling, and for ibis purpose bc se far pro.
vac:ed the mens b>' donaîing ta bais awn Presbyler>',
il'.ai ai Lorn, ibm suin of £aooo, the yeanly interesi
o! which, amauntang ta about £45 was te, go ta cacb
cf ibm clenîcal members cf ibm Pre.à.ayter, ln turn, for
tbe purpose ai traiel. Knowing tbai gcnerally ather
demands were very pressing on a anînisher's bousehahd,
and ibat tbm temaptation was gicat when such a wind.
fait camet for ibe miaister ta sta>' ai bomne, anmd replen-
ish bais wardrobe, library or larder, Mr. Macfie made
ht abligatar>' upon mach benctuiciar>' ibai be shauld
spend ibm whole amount received ini travel, se tbat
any ane not prepared to accede te, ibose icr-ins was
not te receive ihm casha. Ia ibis way ibere coutld be
no upbraidings oi conscience, andl no feeling that ihm
nioncy migbî have becu lapent ta, botter advatagè.
T-i result is ibat the wbole arrangement bas becas a
great success, andl that Mm. Macfim bas becu encaur-
aged ice give anotber ibousanal te the neigbabotaning
Presbyter>' of Tain on thm same conditions.

plishcd a great and gaod waîk; and now, when it
approaches ils centenary, it shows as mucb vitaiity
anid enterprise as ever, baving notbing af age about il
but its matured experience and mnllowed devoted.
ness.

On ib the ai o May lait a valedictory service took
place in ibm Weigh-House Chapel, ai whicb public
leave was taken by a large and appreciative audience
af saute iwcnty missionanies destined for Madagascar
and Central Afica-an incident, we belimve, unpar.
allelmd mibm thbistory af tbm Society'. The funds keep
weUl up, and wbat is espectaliy gratiiying, fuiiy ont.
tiuthti thei whole now cornes [rom mission stations
and native contributions.

We notice a change made ln tbm course bitheato
pursued with missionary students. Up ta ibis lime,
so soan as a situdeni was accepted for missionary
work, tbm Society hock full charge af is education, and
bore ail the expense fromtheib vcry commencement ai
bas studies. In ibis way a considerable amoant ai
unnecessary expenditure was imcurred b>' educauiosa
beang given ta thbe who on furthir trial were bound
unsuitable, or wbo might sec cause ta change their
views ai ibeir cailte sucb warlk Hencefonth, accord.
ingly, every missionary candida;e mnust be balf throagh
wiîh bis studies before hie can be accepted. He ssiff
thus, it is boped, give evidence cf is suitabilit>' and
effective power ai study, and litera-y acquirement as
wecL It is very evident ihat to much ma>' be donc
for tbeolagical students as weli as tone little, and ve
are quite sure ibat tbm cri-r by excess is far more
fatal te ulâiaate succesi iban ibat b>' deficdeocy.
When cverytbing is carefualy laid te a stuadenîs bandl
.n the way ai board, books, education, and clohhing,
ihere is not aucb likelihoad ai robusi, manly, Clans.
tian seli-reliance being develaped.

Wben, a yaung nman's heant is set tapona being a tais-
yen or a dactor, be wili find means, some way or cile,
ofieveniually graiying bis aspirations; and surelythe
lave ai Christ andl ai seuls augbt ta be a stii stranger
and mare stimtalating power in dcveloping a spirit oi
sucb sclf.sacrificing eneWg as ina> lenable a belicem
ta secute &Il the ---eded educatianal equipinentfor
the wcrk af ibm minister or inissionar>' wiibat't needirai
te o b elpeal ai every siep, aund tlierby runnimg the fitik
ofibeing coddled, int insignificance "-.ad commnaace,
if not inta absolute failure. Ila any case tbm prospect
of generous symnpaiby and adequate support aller the
wonk ai active evangelisfic labour bas reallY been ce&
tercd upori wiU do more ibmn all thebursaries anad boand
which ci tbur Clauchez orM issiufoz otrds cou l possibll
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