
IOD AND GUN IN CANADA

ivas also a useful frie.nt to me, ani wvitli
thcse two men, thcir [amuiies, an(l tlieir
followcrs, I travelîcti to the hcad waters
of the Saskatchewan, Athabasca and Fra-
zer rivers. 1 hati broughit withi nie a cross-
cut saîv andi other tools necessary 'Io build
a conifortable log cabin, andi whilst the
horses were rcsting andi gaining f le 'sh, we
put up substantial winter quarters, located
in a place convenient to wvood and wvater,
in the centre o! a gooti gaine country, andi
close to, wherc Vhere wvas plenty of trap-
ping. This conipleted, we gathereti to-
gether one night outside the cabin and held
a great "'tea dance," (there was also, a
littie Hudson's Bay nain.) Tite Indians
and haif-breetis came frorn the adjoining
vallcys, andi on that night 1 became known
to ail in the YelIow I-Icad Pass. To my
own lot I suggested we should visit the
country around the bead waters of the
Saskatchewan, andi after caching in the
cabin such things as we diti not require,
*we started. As 1 Iooked back on the train
of pack animais,-the men, women and chil-
dren that followed us,-for John was lcad-
ing, I thought to myseif a happier lot nev-
er starteti on journey hefore. Even the
dogs, and wc bad pienty of them, wagged
t.heir tails freiy as they moveti off in rear.

Fromn the Athabasca to the Saskatche-
wvan we founti a rough trail. WVe travelleti
up Rock Creek, killing mtountain sheep andi
goat every day as we moveti on. John,
Alex andi myseif wouid take the site of the
Mountains, just above timber limit, on
foot, wvhilsf, the remainder o! the party,
with the horses, kept at the bottom o! the
valley until they heard us shoot; then
Alexis ami Jack woulti 'bring twvo or three
o! the ponies to where the shooting oc-
curreti, andi, if we hat madie a kili, the
meat wouid be loadeti, and ail would re-
turn to the trail, wheie the women usually
had a comfortabie camp aiready establish-
ed. In this way we went on for eight or
ten days, until our arrivai at Saskatche-
wvan river. Here wc reniainet several
weeks, hunting elk, shcep andi lieý.rs, in one
of the most heautiful countries ii, bas ever
heen xny lot to travel in. The meat of the
animais we killed was carefully cut up,
spread on poies, anti properly dricti and
cured for winter use. There was a sait iick
close to our camp, visiteti daily by num-

bers of shicep, yet the big ranis seldoin if
cvcr caine to lick. Qne day, about stinrîse,
1 counteti no less than sevcnty-two, wend-
ing their way in single file, tiown to, the
sait. Out of this lot wve killeti seventeen,
wvhich tioubtless the reader niay think un-
sportsmanlike, but remeinher the nuinber
we hati to feed, the distance wc were froni
any nîcans o! purcliasing foodi, anti the long
-%vinter hefore us ! Our stay on the Sas-
katchewan did not last as long as I ex-
pecteti. Xy party iad seen the fresh moc-
casin traclis o! other Inclians, andi wcre
afraid there migilt be trouble if they wvere
caught hunting in groundis not thcir own,
as cvery little bandi of Indians lad their
own portion of the valicys andi mountains
to hunt in, anti they consiter it a great
breach of etiquette to, hunt in other fields,
without first acquainting the Indians who
had the prior right. (Making trails, etc.,
gave them this right.) I agreeti to a cer-
tain extent with my party, so we retired,
leaving this magnificent fieldi o! sport, witlî
every horse heavily loaded wvîth dried meat
anti trophies. We arriveti at the Athabas-
ca a 'week later, deposited our loatis in the
cabin, and starteti within a fcw days on
our next trip, which took us onto the
summiit of the Roekies, near the head wat-
ers o! the Frazer river. Here we were in
a country teeming 'with caribou, anti alter
each day's slaughter, I eau eall it nothing
eisc, as we had to kili frcly in order that
we might obtain sufficient meat for win-
ter use, the Tom Toms of my companions
would strike up andi weirti andi relancholy
tunILS would reach my tepee until late in
the night.

It wis now getting on in the season,
snow bad already failen to some depth, so0
wve hastened back to, the Athbasca river
anti madie ready for winter. The thermom-
eter registers daiiy below zero anti the
charîn anti pleasures o! tent life have gone,
but there arc yct fascinations for me. To
know this country per!ectiy andi to have
an a;,curate knowletige of the animai life
in it, one must have the experience of a
winter. It is oniy at this season one be-
gins to realize what the natives can en-
dure ; what cold, what fatigue, andi sui-
ferings, what hunger andi depriv..Gions. On
one occasion I bat travelleti some !orty
Miîles to a niountain where sheep ranged in


