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OUR SOCIETY ;

el
Society Notes.

The point at issue between our young wen and the socicty
cirls s not by any wmeans settled yet, and is not likely to le
while there is & garcison in the city. There is one question we
hould like to ask, en passant, of the girls who profess not to con-
sider men in their position in life good cnough to marry :—look
up your proposal buoks, young ladies, before answering. =~ Are the
“ chgible” bachelors of Halifax in the habit of asking you to
marry them ¢ If not, it is a little bic premature to talk so
dogmatically about what you would or would not do.  We would
very much like, for instance, to ask Miss Gaseous-—who was
taken so sarcastic last Saturday—how many of the depised
civilians she refused before she eaptured the roaming uniform ?
What ! Not got him yet? Well, never say die! But you miyht
tell how many plebeian hearts you have Lroken in tho mean time,

You see, we have a strange weakness for facts in the dis-
enssion of such an important subject. The men are not likely to
supply the neecssary statisties, but we should have imagined that
the girls would be unly too deiighted to do so. We can assure
those who have long lists that auy contidences they pleaso to
make will be treated strictly “as suzh,” and used only as Jdata for
the correct solution of this most cugrossing problem. So far,
certainly, the balanee of vpinion expressed by observers of Loth
sexes goes to show that the “eligille bachelors” do not appear to
dangle about the “marriagable maidens” nearly so much as the
martiagable n.aidens dangle about the would-be-indilferent army
and navy men,

There is another point that does nut seem to have occurred to
any of the disputants: Business men are busy in their offices, or
in the clubs, as the case may be, all through the best part of the
afternoon, just when the ladies want some one to talk to or skate
with; and the others, who have nothing particular to do, come in
very handy.  You see, the art of bringiag up house-keepers is as
entirely lust in Halifax as most other arts, 50 that young ladies do
not uppreciate being left to their own devices all day—its alto-
uether too slow. Unfortunately, the wmen who oceupy the field in
the afternoon are often tempted to wake arrangements for the
evening also, and so wous adires, when you do come home, find it
often advisable to loaf off out again and spend your evenings as
best youcan.  If you really want to have a “look-in,” why not
petition the General to order all junior ofticers on duty every night
fur a month or so ¢ He is very good-natured, and no doubt would
le willing to give you every chance. But if—as some fair writers
seem to insinuate—you have all proposed to all the maids already,
and all been refused, perhaps it wouldn't be much use.

Dramatic criticism is about as amusing a game—to watch—as
politics, Forinstance, in Saturday night's Recoider Lady Jaue, talk-
ma about Mrs. West’s actiag in The Shavgraun, says: “I don’t
lelieve three people in the audience beard or understood a word
she «aid”  And on the same page a correspondent of “Doesticks”
states that “She went through her long part without any appar-
it assistance from the prompters” No doubt both are wight, but
its rather hard to reconcile them. It won't matter much to pos-
tity, anyhow, so we won’t argue the point, though life is made
of trifles,

The fair correspandent quoted takes objection to our one very
trief remark on Mrs. West’s acting.  Where we cannot give an
L ontirely favourable critigne of a lady amatenr’s acting, we prefer
t pass it cver with brief comment: and wo have already hal
vecasion tostofe very plainly our opinion of this particular lady’s
capabilitics for the stage, aad can only regret that she bas not
thought fit to act on our advice, which was well-considered and
well-eant.

Proyress is very much down on Mr. Lytell and his company,
though why ¢« Proscenium » should judge only by the fivst night—
when Mr. Lytell himself thought it necessary to make an apology,

—it is hard to see, as the same picce, Hand: Aeross the Sea, was
produced again on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday nights,—
with what success, this very prejudiced eritic does not condescend to
mention, .

In our opinion, Mr. Lytell himself is as good an actor as is
likely to find it worth while to 1 it the Maritime Provinees, and
his company is as good as he is likely to be able to pay out of the
proceeds of a Maritime provincial tour.

The fact is that neither S. John or Halifax is everlikely to
see first-rate talent in any branch of art. In any Earopean city
people will pay a sovercign to scea gnod play who would grudge a
shilling for such companies as we sister towns delight in, while
here people willingly give three shillings to see any rubbish that is
put before them, who would not run to ten shillings if Henry Irving
and Ellen Terry were advertised to appear.

Ounr distinguished contemporary at St. John, publishes a yarn
abont Mr, Lytell going oft from Halifax, without payirg his hotel
bill. An adverse criticism is bad enough, but this is rather too
bad, as there is no truth whatever in it; the bill was paid in St.
John exactly as arranged by Mr. Lytell, nothing in the shape of a
lawyer’s letter was called into requisition.  We have no doubt that
Progress will, in common fairness, publish these facts, which we
have on the authority of Mr. Hesslein himself.

Apropas of theatricals, it hardly seems *fair that all the
Eudos should be showered vn Companies that may from time to
time occupy our Academny of Music (by the bye, why not theatre
Is it unlawful in Halifax to call 2 spude a spade 7)—and not one
word should be said about the wan who really runs these shows,
It is a guery, whether if Mr. H. B. Clarke dropped out from this
venture, we should get anyone else to take the responsibility ;
thevefore, it is only right in thanking these actors who have given
us pleasure, we should at the same time return thanks to M.
Clarke for having provided the actors themselves,

Does anyone in Hallll x vead the San Francisco News Leller ?
We looked at the pict wes in the Xwmas number long ago, and
thought them splendid, Lat only to-day thought of reading the
letterpress.  The Society notes are interesting —a queer mixture
of very old and very new fashious the American Socicties display.
The cotillon scems to be much in faveur, just as the minuet has
Leen here for the last few months. On the other hand, * New
Year's Day receptions may now be said to be quite obsolete, be-
coming but a memory of the past, and a very pleasant memory
too, to some, it will be admitted. In its place the custom has
arisen of spending the holiday away from home, at some of the
out-of-town resorts.

TVANGY GHAIRS, TABLES, DESKS, GABINETS.

GCARPETS & FURNITURE.
Great Reduction in Prices for One Month,

AN IMMENSE STOCK TC SELECT FROM, CALL AND INSPECT.

A. STEPHEN & SON,
TIEE HMOUSE FURNISHERS.
Cor, Prince and Barrington Sts.
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