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HINTS FOR THE MONTH.
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August work on the farm may be summed wp in
two words : ¢ Harvest continued.” By the begin-.
ning of this month, indecd, where the weather has
il been favoursble, and farmers have been duly prompt
-and pushing, the greater portion of the hay and
- |l grain crops will have been secured.  Oats will have
: fl.yet to be cut, and this ought to be done before the
: || grain ripens, in order to improve the quality of the
- | straw and  prevent the grain from shelling out.
|l When harvest operativns are fairly concluded, the
tools should be well housed and taken care of,
especially the reaping machines, which are costly,
and from their construction must suffer greatly
|| from exposure to wind and weather. It is painful
to observe what carelessness and neglect are prac-
tised in this direction. Farmers who have had a
hard struggle to pay for expensive implements,
bestow no thought or attention upon them, leaving
1t them perhaps in the open ficld, or giving them
i some p. rtial shelter which s little better than none.
1| This ought not to be. Tools and implements well
housed not only last longer, but do better and
-easier work while they last than those which are
subjected to ncglect. Root crops will now be s0
far advanced as to need no more hocing. Even yet
vacaat places in the turnip ficld may be filled by
sowing whiic turnsps. They will of course attain
no great size, but half & tarnip, like half a loaf, is
| beter than none. These who have not lost faith
4l in fall wheat will improve every opportunity for
|l preparing land intended for that crop. A nairow
ii.field along the cdge of the woodsis the best locality
‘that can be chosen, as there the wheat is less likely
to be winter-killed. Tt is a thousand pities every.
farm in Canade has not its belts and stripe of trees
to afford a degree of protection, The country is teo
‘bare. Draught in summer, and al‘ crations of freez-
ingrand thawing in winter, are the fruits of whole—
'salo clearance, The best seed whzat should be
 Secored, and care taken to get it horoughly clean,
‘Why should the land be stocked with chess and
“foul:weeds, when a little care end precaution will
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prevent it? Now is the tine that most weeds
.| ripen and scatter their seeds; therefore to destroy

them at this period will prevent future increase. It
must be destruction, however. To cut them up, is
often but o half-way measure, from their being left
to lie and perfect their seeds upon the greind. To
rake heaps of them and burn them is an excellent
plan. This month is a good time, if there is
leisure for it, to underdrain low-lying lands to dig
sawmp much, and cxpose it to dry, or to perform
any operations upon parts of the farm that are wet
in the spring and fall. During this month the
sheep gad-fly, which cause the trouble in flocks
known as grub in the head, hoversabout the heads
of its victims in order to deposit its eggs about-the |
nostrils. Smearing the sheep's noses vith tar, and
giving them access to ploughed ground, are recom-
mended as preventives. The garden and orchard
will now begin to yield their increase, and the
pleasant task of gathering and storing the fruits of
the seasen will commence, Insect troubles may
be checked in their depredations by keeping a sharp
look-out for them, especially the borer, which lays
its eggs about this time, The g quickly hatches
and makes its way into the trce. A wire probe is
the thing with which to hunt and desiroy this pest.
A coating of soft soap at the base of the tree is said
to be a safeguard agaiust its depredations. Except
in localitics where buckwheat abounds, honey-
gathering will be pretty much over this month.
There is yet opportunity to do something in the
way of Ttalianizing, equalizing, and regulating
stocks ; operations which must be attended to, if
at all, dwring the summer time. Bcees cannot be
handled to much advantage when chilly weather
comes on, and after the working season is over it
is well to disturb them as little as possible.

Stock ofall kinds,let it be remembered, will need
to be well Iooked after at this season of scanty
pastures and failing springs. It is always poor
economy to allow animals to fall off in condition,
Whether it be dairy stock yielding milk, young
creatures, the profit of which is in their growth,
annimals intended for winter feed:ing, or beasts of
burden whose business it is to labour, pays to keep
them in full flesh and in good heart.




