
HONAN.

zmaye.---It word ilonin nicans south of the river) and the maille wvas
Crve totiPovince because the greater part of the territory incltîdedini
î-ay to the sotith side of the /Iuzn.1 /1<>o or Velîow River.

/>otsi/ion. --Honan is one of the northern Provinces of China, situared

on the western sicle of' the Great Plain, and comprising sorte of thie iiost
fertile parts of thiai productive and densely settled portion of the Chinese

Emupire. On accouint of the central position it occupied, and the liotntifuil

nature of its soil, the proivince rcceived at an carly date the name hn
llaz A17 or tlit Il M iddle 1'lowery l.and," afterwards cnlarged inthun

wor " Middle Tigon. Ihis last ine the Clîinese now apply to the

,.mnpire atIlarýge, desirinig to indicate thereby that China is not only the
greographical centre of the world, but also its rentre of liglit and civilizationi.

I n forrn the province is soiiewha;t like an irregular triangle. Its area is

divided into three b>asins, that of the Vellow Riv'er on t.he north, the Huai

river on the souîth, and the Han river on the southw-est. Between the lasi.

namied two rivers lies the 1-uh iNit-Shani range of inountains, about 300 miles
in lengîh. This niountain range lias an clevation of 5,000 feet, and is

crossed ait Nan-Chaw l)y a remarkable pas% about 30 miles long, wbîchi

affords great facilities for trade and travel between the ceritral and northernl

1-rovinces. Hionan lies hetween the 32nd and -8th degrees of north latitude,

and n J2th and I 215St degrees of cast longitude.
E,.xteeil. 'l'lie length of the province froni north to sourth is 1,:200 miles,

and its hreadth froin cast 10 wcest i,190 miles. It emibraces anr area of 6i,io,

square miles, and contains al)OlIt 41,666,56o acres.

leesoiurc<'s,.. - tlie resources are extensive, but to a large extenti. undvve-

lopedi. rhis is unfortunately truc of muchi of the minerai wealth of this vast

Knipire. Thle coal fields of tlîe Province are reckoned at no,ooo square

Miles. Liiime is plentifuil iii certain districts and iron ini others. Cotton, silk

and hcemp arc raiscd in <:onsiderable quantities throug-hout the Province.

Axriong the fruits and Vegcîables grown iii abun<lance may be mientinned


