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11'RORESS 0F THE BIBLE.

Since i8o4 the Bible bias been translated intO 226
languages, and during the last seventy ycars it has had an
aggregate circulation or over one liundred and fifty mil-
lions. The reccipts of the flritishi and Foreign Bible
Society last ycair amouinteti to about elle million, ani those
of tie Arnerican Society, to say nothing of sinaller organi-
zations, te six hntndred thotnsanti dollars ; anti it is
cstirnaed that iii Britain andth le Unitedi States during
the nine years ending iii 1879 there were expended ulpon
Foreign Missions alerte sixtv-seveni million dollars, andi,
of' cotirse,'a nitich larger sutu uipon Iloine 'Missions, cbtîrch
Nwork, anti varionis foruns of Christian bencfieutnce, aIl of
which are the legitirnate outconie of ihie Word of Goti.
These suins are snîall, it mutst bc confessed, conîpareti with
%vlat the saine nations spcnd on war, tobacco and strong
dlrink, but titis only shows hon' much eve Christian

andi scarcely think it worth wshile to believe in God, who-
affect to despise it, andi place it down on a level with the
wrîtin gs of Socrates, Plato andi Confucius, andi the Voedas.
and Sliasters of India. Sncb talk lofUily of the approach-
ing collapse of niorals, andi the failuro of Çhristianity,
but titis is only to perpettato an ignorant travcsty upon-
the plaincst facts of universal history. It is also vain to-
talk or the Bible being uphli only by weak and fanatical
pietists. The strongest, purest and profounidest mintis ini
the wvorld are arrayed on the side of God's WVord. There
neyer was such a vast army as now of clear-beaded, criti-
cal, lcarned men, who are thoroughly persuaded that in
holding fast and holding forth the WVord or Lire they
have nlot folloved cunningly devised fables. They knov.
because they have critically tcsted it. that the book cornes
down to thcm far more fully accrediteti tlian any wvork of
antiquity; attested by evidences internat, externat and
collateral, wvhiclh are ever increasîng in fcrcc- andi con-
clusiveness, andi which have always been to sensible
people possesseti of overwhleliing power.

It is itile to raiso the vulgar cry that science is hostile
to the Bible andi destineti to consume it. Titis may serve
to alarmi the tiniid andi ignorant, but intelligent people
ksowv ver' %voit that the searching critical spirit evinceti
by science is that whichi is fostereti andi enjoincti by lte
Bible. It provoke!s and challenges criticism, anti fear-
lcssly says to cvery inan, '« Prove ail tlîings, holti fast that
whit is good. Tierc shoulti be no uinnatural anti
wicl:ed quarrel between thcology andi the other sciences.
Lut thecologiatîs frankly recognize the wisely.dirccted
efflorts and brilliant succez;ses of Icarneti physicists. Let
workers in the ielti of the natnral sciences by ail means
push forward the. linos of knovledge and discovery fat
bcyond their prescrit liniiîs-]et themn finti ont andi formu-

People bave yet te lcarn of the încaining Spirit of thtis late new laws of the pitysical universe, andi let thcm assail
book. In i oo, or cleven years before the isbue of King Ianti destroy ail forms of superstition, ancient, riedimval
james' version of the Bie, there %vere only, about five
millions of Englishi speaking people in the %vorld to wlsoin
it coulti bc offéreti, wshile to-day there are at lcast nincty-
six millions %vio speak Our ]angug, anb woia> ev
our Reviseti English New Tecstamîent. Nor should %ve for-
get the millions uipon millions speaking other languages
to wbhotn the Word is matie accessible. Ours is unde-
niably the age of missions a.nid Bible circulation, in whicb
many run t anid fro andi knowledge is increased. WVc
have vastly botter facilities andi stronger forces for doing
ibis %vorl. than over before. Steam presses, railways
andi tclegraphs have become the Lord's servants in thtis
confection; andi it wilI be founti, upon a comprehiensive
survcy of the history of Christianity, that it bas iatie mnore
progress anti achieveti greater victories <turing the last
cighty y cars than during the preceding eighteen centuries.
The Bible is nlot losing its holti upon the hcarts andi in-
tellects of men, but thc vcry reverse. Truc, there are a
fcw uppisb by-standers %s'ho firmly believe in themnselvcs,

anti mnodern that fait within their donmain. But aftcr
science lias nobîy donc lier work, andi sits enthroned in
ber own beautiful temple, andi aftcr site holds a much larger
place than nov in the thought and confidence of the
worlti let no one be so simple as to think that the
I3:ble is supersetict. No. lis domain lies above and
beyonti the field of the natural sciences, and it speaks upon,
tbemes of profounidest intcrest to the buman heart upon
whielî tbey are antd ever must be sulent. WVhat can any
science, except thcology, tell us about a Saviocur, repent-
ance, andi pardon and eternal life ? WVbat can chemistry
and mathecmatics say about the removal of sin in its
powver, pollution andi pcnality? WVhat can anatomy as-
tronomy or geology tell 1" about moral courage, andi faith
andi purity, andi aIl thiat goes to make up a truc and ex-
al* ýd mnan ? But I.hese enter tieeply into human experi-
ence, andi so ion g as they continue te do so-anti that
will be to the end~ of the world-tbe Bible wvill be found
indispensable ta our race.


