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back we go the more artificial and conipresscd the genealogies
are.

Suchi an artificipi arrangyenicut would of course be adopted
W ithout alny intention to, (eccive or misrcpresent the facts.
Hctever unfauilijar it inay bc to uls, at thc time it wvas wvritten it
would probably deceive nobody. \Vith us, iconparatively
littie attention is given to fainily genealogies, and in the ar-
rangemnent of themi there is almnost no technical tcrminology.
D-ut wlherever thue succession to, rcal estate is deterinined b%
rlgi(l laws of enitail, as ivias the case ainong thec jews, such a1
terminologyr would be ini regular use and would be undcrstoodl
by evervboch' without any special pains to interpret it. If we

cculd think ourselves back into their-situation, what mulst scemn
to, us a non-natural meaning w'ould often suggest itsclf to uis
as thie only possible intention of the wvriter.j, It is truc the
Tahniud takes these statcmcntig.s litcralh', but there is no clear
evîdcence that the carlier calloilical %%vritcrs (lic so. Sonie few
pasý.agcs have been allcged, snch as Gcîu. 47 :9; Ps. go0: io;
Is. 65 : 2o; but a gliance at thein wvil1 show that tlev do îîot
icecesqaýrilv' carry any such implication. Cen. 6 : 3 is n10w
Zgci:erally takzen as indicating, thc respite that shouild bc affordcd
for repentance before flhe floodi actually came. With the other
sa-,crcd writers the l)laincst indication of the tcchnical -and arti-
ficial chiaracter of thcse geniealog-ies ivas the fiâct that taken
licralir. thcv leng-thicnedl the (lura tion of humlanl life greatly

b)eyc.nd.( the 1)ounds of ail ordiniary experience. To us the
saine fact niay wveI bc equally sugge,,rstive andl at the saine timle
deliver uls; froîîî a. whiol gratuitous conflict withi modecrn
science.
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