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the privileges of a stripe are flot always conferred for merit.
The sergeant-major cf a regiment, wbc bas most opportunity cf
judging cf the intercourse betwecn ofricers and privates, sbould
be a mari of justice and clear-slghtedness, and tbe general
ccnduct cf the men under hirn wiIl depend a great deal on bis
tact. Wben it dotes bappen tbat a non-cern is degraded, or
-reduced te tbe ranks," tbe wbole regitnent is assembled.
The prisoners oence and sentence are read, be, meanwbile,
standing barebeaded betweeîî bis guards. Tbe sergeant-
major then rips off bis stripes, and with tben go ail the
privileges ci wbicb be bas nmade a bad use.

1 wender wby soldiers are as a rule considered outside the
pale cf cburch influence. Tbey are an utterly neglected part
cf congregations, at least in tbe city wbere this barrack is
situated. If tbey were clerks or laborers, or followed any
other profession than tbat cf seldiering, tbey would probably
be known te, and visited by some cf tbe clergy. but the wearing
cf the Quecns uniform seems te constitute a barrier, and -it
is ne cnes business te look after soldiers.- 1 kncw cf one
good, respectable fellow whoattended a certain cburcb regulanîy
evcry Sunday for quite le years, and bad nevet been spoken
te directly by the man he heard preacb once a week. If, for
ne other reason, it is for the interest cf the country that ber
enlisted young men sbould be kept eut cf miscbiel as mucb as
possible. I knew cf only one man, a newccmer to tbe city,
who bas noticed this neglect. and set bimsclf te supply the
need. He manages te be in tbe barrack at least twc or tbrce
times a nientb. and the soldiers bave already corne te regard
hims as their friend. Tbey appreciate bis tbougbtiulness and
sympatby by attending his cburcb, and giving bim tbeir con-
fidence unrestrainedly, and that is a cenvincing answer te these
wbe declare that soldiers will flot have clergymen visit theni in
barracks, and regard ail fniendly interest as interference and
intrusion.

The character and gencral conduct cf aur Canadian regulars
is, 1 imagine. on an average witb that cf tbeir E nglish brothers-
in-arms. LUke Kipling's soldiers-

Tlîeyain'î no tin r.!crocs
Iltt iliey aini no !IIackgismarits t00.

0f course. there arc thoroughly black sbeep among them.
but net in greater numbers in tbe military bold than in any
other, and the temptations are probably more incessant and
ditfilcult cf resistance. No one could expcct them te turn into
-plaster-saints, - but they are on the wbole. a bealtby, jolly.

and fairly bonest lot, and if called upon. 1 bave ne doubt,
would show themselves wortby of the high calling cf soldiers
cf tht Empire. There are some excecdingly fine fellows in ail
eur regmments. who. witbout being at ail priggisb, set the men
a good example cf an upright, manly life, and raise the tone
cf tht troopwbile they are in it. I remeniberen an especi-
alIy wbo teck each young recruit under bis protection in an
unobtrusive way, and tried his best te make aIl - the boys keep
straight.'* I cannot say that he always succecded, but lic was
a great favorite ini spite of bis churcbgoing and abstaining
iron drink, and he kncw a secret worth a good deal among
soldiers-he neyer preacbed. The truth is, a man cati be
what he likes even in a barrack. He bas only to be agood
soldier, maie the other men respect hum, and be goodbuniored
under any amount of chaif and practical joking. If he can at

any tit u ttla< against bis tormentors bis cause is won;
ossly a maunwo ih makes himself ridiculous or sets hinief
above his comnrades in any way, will net be tolerated. Bully.
ing cf recruits is alnest a thing of tht past. 1 have heard cf
cases, but 1 think they are cf rare occurrence. It certainly is
sad to e amy a yogung mai enlist, apparently innocent and
mrong, &"d in a few months te nouie tht unnistakable impres-

sien made on face and forni by constant indulgence in strong
drink, but I believe tbeir own weakness and net the barrack
life atone is responsible for their deterioration.

Drinking and bard sweaning have always been the soldieru'
chief faults, but, as long as tbe sergeants use badl language on
the parade grcund, the latter evii cars scarccly bc checked in
tbe private. The Army Temperance Association branches
will, ne doubt, help tbe soldier te be sober and self-respecting,
and te find a more profitable way cf spending bis evenings
than in a bar. This solution cf the problem, however, seenis
stili far in the future.

There are many firm and truc friendships in barrack life.
I recollect varicus pairs cf cbums whe were almost inseparable,
and wbose love for each other was a touching, and, sometimes,
tbe only redeeming feature in their characters. And still, a
military funeral-tbat most pathetic cf ail sights-even cf a
popular comnade, produces little or ne effect on the average
soldier. In aIl ordinary cases, a man's niante is buried in bis
grave as soon as the quickstep beatu and the threc volleys
are ftred. Such constant change cf individuals is always going
on in our sbort. service reglments; and the routine, dayafter day,
fIlls up se mucb cf lire that one man's place is net long feit te
be a blank, and, even tbough be may have been a fîrank and
loyal friend, he is gene-be may net be quite forgotten, but
anether sean fills the void.

If aur soldiers are te be worthy te defend this great
Dominion, and under ber ,a stumbling-block te ber feses,- tbey
must be caret uîly trained, and their number effectiveiy
incrcased. Our hardy northern race, with its inberitcd mulitary
traditions, eugbt te affer ail tbe materiai for a fine force. and
the present bead cf the embrye Canadian army stems deter-
mined te niake it so, as fair as in bini lies.
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