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The Bird's Song.

1 ask’od a S8weet robin, one morning In
May,

Who sang {n the apple-tree over the way,

What ‘twas she was singing so sweotly
about,

For I'd tried a long time, but I could not
tind out,

“ Why, I'm sure,” she replied, ' you can-
a0t guess wrong,

Don't you know I am singing a temper~
auce goung 7"

“ Teetotal—oh ! that's the first word ot
my lay,

Ang then don't you see
how I rattle away?

'Tis because I've just
dipped my beak in
the spring,

And brushed the falr
face of the Ilake
with my wing,

Cold water, cold water;
yes, that is my
8song,

And I love to kLeep
siuging 1t all the
day long.

“And now, little girl,
won't you give me

a crumb

For the dear littlo
nestlings  walting
at home ?

And one thing be-
gides, since my

story you've heard,
1 hope you'll remems-
ber the lay of the
bird,
And never forget, while
you list to my song,
All the birds to the

cold-water army
belong.”
THE 80LO.

This pleasant plcture
represents what is a
frequent and delightful
fncident ip our Cana-
dian Methodism—the
cmployment by some
falr girl of her voice
for. the -bonour and
glory of God In lead-
ing the devotions of
the'congregation. Lead-
fog the deévotions, we
say; for singing in the
house of God should
always be of & de-
volional characier—
neyer for mere aes-
thetic display, much
less for the display of
personz] vanity. Very
eften the Gospel can
be sung into the heart
of- tho people when it
caanut be preached in-
to their hearts. Those
who heard Mrs. Kress's
exquisite singing in
the Metropolitan church
will know what we
megn. We shall never
forget the way In
which we heard the
passago, “1 will wash
my hands §n {nno-
cency,” sung ia Co-
bourg thirty years ago; and the ex-
quisite pathos with which a lady sang,

**One sweetly solemn thought
Comes to mo o'er and o'er,”

heunts our memory still. Let our young
frlends employ their preclous gift of
song in thus giving wings to the Gospel,
and it may be that they shall find the
blessod results in eternity.

PLAIN TALES TO BIG BOYS.
BY ABRCHER BROWN.
When §t comes, it comes to stay. Men
rarely ever abandon {t after the twenty-

first year. Therefore take it for life, or
quit it short. If you commence it. count

that your final decislon. But before de- i iet us not drop Iato it by accldent, or |

!
ciding to make tobacoo your llrolong.

compunion, consider well some points :
First, its advantages. A plpe or cigar
or quid has narcotic offects that are
counted pleasant. When the appetite
Is formed It {s grateful to satisfy it.
Therc are features of comradeship about
smoking particularly. It {s thought that
a story can be better told arnd enjoyed
in the bluo hazo of a smoking-room on
the train or steamer than in pure air or
sunshine. .It is a srolace for the Irish
labourer bLreaking stone or working in |
the trench, and for the lonely cowboy ,
on the V/estern plains. Mon in highly

because soine other fellow invites It, and !
then admit, as many a friend of mine |
hus done, that wo are caught in a trap
of unbreskable habit,

It reason and will and manhood are
golng to have anything to do with do-
cilding the matter, there are some things
that must be thought of. They are the
disadvantages. All admit that the habit,

once formed, {s a1 master. What kind
of a master I8 it ?
It 18 an unclean master. A clean

mouth, sweot breath, untalnted clothes,
apartmeonts free from stale udour are
hard things for an habitual smoker to
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evor, havo b.en strong cnough to give
it up.

1t i3 an almost {mmoral master  Not
in itaolf o nccessary ovil, it peverthieleaq
promotes cortain assoclations and leads
in ~ortain direct)-...s as to othor habits
which are unhealthy to the moral nature
Do you know a liquor soaker who is not
fond of tobacco® DIid you ever see a
barroom or prize-fighting or gambling
crowd ar rough gang of any kind that
was not smoking and chowing” To
paraphrase a famous romark of Hornce
QGresly . * All tobaccu userm are not
borso thieves, but a)) horse thieves are
tobacco users.” A lad
who has learnod to
headle a cigar with
grce hns made n firat-
class start on a moad
that has more than
one bad stoppliug place
If you think that {s nut
s0, lot me ask you
whether, if you were
an omployer and want-
ed g vyoung mon for 14
pesitiva ~f trus anl
growth, you would
select the one with a
clgar in his mouth, or
the ~ne who had de
cided not to uso it

it 1s a hard master

It 1w o™ (U2 oty
t*io  jyour Juigwent
and will combined

The old fable, *1 can
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stup any timo I want
tu,” is disproved by
the earnest attempts of

THE SOLO.

nervous employments, like night workers
on newspapers, crave the stimulant and
seldom go without it. It is not in the
catalogue of admitted vices. Many ex-
cellent men smoke, some good men ckew,
and I have known truly picus and godly
men who could befoul a street car or be- |
spatter a carpet with a misdirected shot
at an inconvenlent spittoon. In some
countries smoking is practlcally univer-
sal, even the women Jjoining. In this
country a majority use tobacco in some
form. So we are dealing, not with an
abstract question, but one very near to
;hedufo of overy boy growing tato man-

ocd.

I say, If it’s a good thing, let us go
into it. It analysis shows it to be a
bad thing, let uskeepoutofit., Anyhow,

manage. This point needs no elabora-
tion. But if 8 proof is wanted, 1 only
ask a giunce at the floor of the smokers’
sido of a ferry or the smoking car of a
train, and a sniff of the atmosphere after
a few minutes of the crowd's unrestrained
enjoyment of the weed, and—what Is
quite as significant—a note of the con-
trast {n appearance between the men
who crowd these places, and those who
seek cleaner floors and purer alr

It is an unhealthy master. It cor-
rupts the sonse of taste. ifnjures the
stomach, deadens the sensibilitles, causce
cancers and heart troubjes. [ can count
half a dozen personal frfends at this
moment who kXnow, on physiclans’ au-
thority, that further continuacce of
smoking means shortened days, perbaps ,
sudden dcath. Only ope or two, how- p

many a strong mano you
and I know.

it s a costly master
Two seven-cent cigars
g8 day oniy will in
thirly years cost $4.-
269, compounding an-
aualiy at six per cent.
1 have the figures of
the calculation before
me. Most smokor
spond twice that on
thiemselves and friends.
What would the sum
named buy ?

A good home.

A superb
itbrary.

Four journeys around
the world.

Capital sufificlent to
start n business,

A colloge oducation
for two or three men.

Five years’ support
in caso of disabllity.

The self-respect and
ambition of a moncyed
man.

There are two kinds
of money 1 would
never spend on  to-
bacco : first, the money
I may have earned
myself by bard work,
and necd for self-im-
provement, & start in
lite, or help of others,
and, second, that which
my father has carned
by work and self-
dental, and gives to me.
—Christlan Advocate.
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LACE MAKIRG.

A good lace maker in England gains
a shilling (twenty-four cents) a day and
his dinner, working ten hours steadlly
In Belgium the girls work an hour
longer, and their average raceipts aro
five francs (one dollar) a week and vLoard.
But it {s an unheaithy and uncertain in-
dustry, subject to great vicissitudes, de-
pendent on the fickleness of fashion, ex-
acting in i{ts demands, and making such
requisitions often upon the nervous ays-
tem and the eyes as to invite both
paralysis and vilndness In olden times
It often suflercd f(rom snmplnary laws,
made almost Invariabiv on arcount of
the jeaiousy of the high hnra

Fuw love L. hear th sing thoy ‘o' e oact.




