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Ove English name China is derived from the
ancient Chinese name Ching-kwo, or Middle Na-
tion, "I'his country was known to the Romans as
Sinwe, and truces of this nasme are still to he found
amongst the Persians and other nations of Central
Asia, who call this country Vehin and Chane Hai.
A grandson of Zengis Khan conquered the nosth
of China, aud during his dominion, and that of his
successor, it was called Cathay, by which name
it was made kuown to Europe dwinz the middle
ugcesy hy Maico Polo, Eicolo Couti, Rubriguis, and
Sir Jotin Mandeville, who visited China in the
year 1340,

The Chinese Empire eatends from the Russian
dominions upon the mountains of Siberia to the
territory of Cochin China, and from the valleys of
Thibet to the shores of the Paciiic, embracing an
cextent of mote than 4,000,000 square geogtaphical
miles; and in this vast region, from the policy of
its T'artar conquerors, only four outlets of commu-
nication zre allowed with tne rest of the worki—
Meitinatchin on the nurth 3 Cha-po, a small town
upon the coast, exclusively for the Japan com-
merce 3 Amoy, to which the Spattards possess the
exclusive right to trade ; and Canton on the south.

China Proper, or the conntry of the Chinesc
race, includes about one-third of this extent. The
remaining territary is inhabited by Moguls, Mant-
choo ‘Tarlars, and Corcans, It issituated betwacn
the 20th and 41st degrees of nosth Jatitdle, and
95th and 123d degrecs of east longitude. On the
cast and south it is bounded by the Pacific Ocean,
and by those great branches of it called the Yel-
low Seaand the Sca of China; on the west by the
extensive tracts of country denominated Thibet,
Sifan, aud Kokonor; and on the north by Mon-
golia and Mantcboria. lis superficial extent is
1,300,000 square miles, or alwut twelve times
the dimensions of England.  Of this vast surface,
the greater part is a large table land, inclining
from the suinmit level of Thibet to the seu, with
bere and there terraces, which break the regular
wclication. “T'here is some very high ground in
Kansuh Chian-si and Chan-tung ; and on the south
the mountains of Nau—li% and Mel-ling ran
throagh the provinces of Yun-nan, Kwang-se,
Kwan-si, and Fuh-keen, and upon the hollows of
the tabla lands large lakes are formed, and very
slighily elevated Highlands divide the great
streams that traverse she heart of the empire.

The great wall separates Monzoha from China,
This wall is about 1,500 miles in length, 30 fcet
high in the valleys, and alout twenty feet on the
high lands and rocks. The great canal extends
in a continuous line for 56V miles, from Nankin
ta the intetior of the country. It is said to have
been executed under the reign of the grandson of
Genghis Khane  The climate of China vaiies
much. In the southern provinces the temperature
18 higher than that of Bengal 3 while at Pekin the
void is greater than under the same latitude in
Europe.
months every winter. On the coost the trade
winds prevatl, but are intercepted and rende -ed
itregular by the large islands and peninsules that
surround it.

TOWNS.

Pein, the capital, stands in a corner of this
vast ewmpire, about 40 miles only from the Great
Watl. It consists of two distinct parts, the Chi-
ncre and Tartar cities--in the latter of which is
the Imperial Palace. It is about twelve miles in
circumfcrence, and completely surrounded by lof-
ty wallse According tothe most credille acconnts,
the popalation is about 2,000,000, It is divided
into regular strcets, the principal of which crosses
the whole city, and is about 1:20 fect wide, un-
paved, but carefully watered, and neatly three
wiles Jong. The streets are much crowded, as the
Chinese spend inech time in the opening. Its
position renders the climate comparalivcl{ cold,
and frost and snow prevail generally for three or
fonr mouths every ycar.  The palace, also, is sur-
ronnded by & wall, with & few sentinels at the

wles, Ity in factg forms a small town, inhabited
the greud office:s of stete, and nuucious we-
sbanics i the servive of the Emperor,

Hecre snow gencrally prevails for three |,

‘I'he Russians have a college bere established in
17498, 1t consists of six pricsts and four lay stu-
dents, who remain for teh years to acquire the
lunguage. ‘Fhe Chinese govemnent have bu'lt
a chapel for their use,

Nanx1y, the ancient copital, is a very superior
city, but has greatly declined since the seat of go-
veiment am.]‘ the Courts of Justice were truns-
ferred to Pehine It isthe first torwn in the empire
for manufactures and learning, s silks, paper,
and cotton goods, hearing its name, are preferred
to those madle elsewhere. It is called the seat of
Chinese learnjng 3 its libraries aie num, tous, and
here is the principal medical school of tue empire.
It issituated on the Yangtse Kiang, near the
mouth., Nanhin is tematkable for its pagoda, or
porcelain tower. 1t consists of hine storiesy as-
cended by 831 steps. ‘Ihe galleries are hlled
with images, and sct round with bells, which {in~

le when agitated by the wind, ‘Lo the south of

Vankin, along the Great Canal, stands the beau-
tiful city of Sov-cuvue-1ovy which the Clunese
eatol us their carthly peotadises  Branches fiom
the Great Canal traverse st thisughouty, % ren-
der ity like Venice, a city of waterse Here all
the classes, whose funutioiis are to minister to
pleasure, are trained to their respective vocations
~—comedians, dancers, juzglets, and . ales dos-
tined to fill the harews of the gicate  The fumales
here are reckoned to be fairer aud more gmcufulfly
altived than tnose of the northern cities, “Ahe ad-
joining provinze, Tche-Kiang, isthe Yinest in Chi-
na. 1L produces vast quantities of mulverry-trees,
and is distinguished by contsining the great city
of Hang~tchou-fon, situated ut the point where
the Great Canal joins the river Tcheentung, which
here spreads out into un ample salt-water luke.
‘This is the city described by 8lazco Polo, os the
capital of soutfx’em China, aud rs the st splen-
did he cver saw. Even in its preseat decline, it
still 1ivals Pekin, ‘dhe vaiied beauliesof its lake,
the numerous pleasure-partics which cover its
surfuce, the gilded barges with floating streumers,
and the :.exi-ﬁ mansions with which the margin of
the lake is studded, form a magic scene which
fully bears out the glowing description of that ce-
febrated traveller.  In the adjoinng province of
Kiang-si is the Poyang Lake, surrounded with
numetous and populous cities; one of the wost
temarkuble is Kan-tchanz-fou, said to contain
1,000,000 of inhabitants. It i3 in the ccutre of
the porceluin manufactures, and like some of our
best inlend manufacturing towns, its site is mark-
ed by the clouds of flame and smoke which 1bse
from it, and make it appear at night lke a great
city on fire, No forcigner has been admitted in-
to its precincts, lest hie should discover the secret
of the processes carried on. ‘Lhe svuthera fron-
tier of Kiang-si is bounded by a lofty and naked
barrier of mountains, which intertupts the water
communication between Pekin and Canton.

Macao, ccalled by the Chinese U-Moon, the
mouth of the rivery) is a Portugucse settiement,
situated on a peninsula in the district of Canton,
The population is between 15,000 and 20,000, of
whom not mote than 5,000 are Portuguvse; the
rest consisting of Cauton forcigners, who require
to be nominally ascociated with the Portuguese to
e allowed to trade from the port. Vessels des-
tined for Canton are geocrally detained twenty-
four howss in the Macao Hoads till the Chiucse
governmentsend down a pilot. ‘Lhie voyage from
Macao to Culcutta generally lasts about a inouth.
A ship arriving from Calcutta generally inakes
the land to the outward of Macao, near the Ve~
dra Branca Rock. A pilot then comes on board,
having a pass, a chop, ot liccnce from the pilot
Mandarin, to conduct the vessel to Macao. Since
the decline of the Portugucse trade, Macao has
become_a place of comparatively little import-
ance, It 15 distant from Canton about 96 miles,
and Europeans leave their wives and females at-
tached to their familics, at Macao, as no Eure-
pean female is allowed 1o proceed to Canton.
A large opium trade was formerly carsied on, but
the heavy port dues demanded by the Portugucse
biave drawn it to the Hong Kong and Canton
stutions. The couutry arouud Macao is very ro-
mantic and beautiful—Ilarge granite rocks, verdant
vales, and tiie cool sea breczes, For this rezson
Macao is made the summer residence of neurly at)
the English, sowe of whom haye very heautiful
grounds. The Caza de Noita, one of the most
tomanlic spots in the would, overlooking the {nner

harbour, and containing a grolte, in which the

Portuguese poet, Camocens, wrote his Lusiad, foc-
merly belonged to two Bngiishmen connected with
the factory. On leaving Macao, and sailing up
the Canton river, anvther pilot comes on board to
conduct the vessel to Whampoa, and a license
must be obtained before the vessel is atlowed to
wroceed,  "The forms having been completed, two
oppoo men, of custoin-house officers, come on
boatd, and fasten their junk to the stem of the
ship, ~ Passing up the uver to the Bocca Tigrie,
four small forts 21e scen,  The Chinese speak of
these fortificatious as very formidable, but Captain
Maxwell drove the Chinese from the guns, and
laid these fots in ruins, Tiger Island is a little
further on, and upon arriving at Whamypoa Roads,
a ship g{enemlly anchots between Danes and
French Islands. ‘I'he country around is very
beautiful.  Hills rise on cach side cultivated {o
the sumit: waving fields of rice and cxtensive
suger fields, scattered over with villages and pa-
godus; an Lamense number of country boats, cu-
riously rigged and menned s fleets of ships from
all parts of the world, )ying at anchor in the ri-
very make up a pictute such as is not scen in any
otier partof the slobe.  In arriving at Whawmyoa,
a ship-mast.r accepls the services of a compra-
dor, whose business is to supply the ship’s com=
pany with theie provisions dutiag their stay ; the
caplain obtuin: o pass of the Hoppoo, and proceads
to Canton.

Caxtoy, (Chinese Kwang-chou-fou and Chan-
Chong,)stands oa the eastern bank of the Pekiang
tiver, which flows fiom the interior in a naviga-
ble stream for 300 miles to this town, where it is
fully broader than the Thawes at London-bridge 5
and after an additional course of 50 miles, falis
into the southern sea of China. ‘I'he town is sur-
ronnded by walls, with a broad and deep ditch
about five miles an circunfarence, It streiches
about five miles along the banks of the river, and
three miles in a contiary direction. It is defend-
ed towards the river by two high walls, mounted
with cauuon, and {wo foitiesses built on two s«
lands ; on the land side, it has a strong wall, and
three forts. These forts and walls, however,
would be totally unavailable in case of a regulns
attack, conducted according to Eutopean warfare.
Nou correct estimat: of the population has ever
been obtained, but it is supposed to be fully ss
great as that of Calcutta, or nearly 1,000,000,
‘The piincipal strect appropriuted to Europeans is
denominated China-street. Iere are to be foung
the productions of every quarter of the globe,
The factosies of the digeuu;t European powers
extend a considetable distanze along the banks of
the 1iver, at about 10U yards from the water.
‘They cousist of large handsoine houses, on which
are boisted the flays of the different nations trade
ing in the country, The Riitish factory far sur-
passes all others in clegance and extent.  For the
space of four or five miles opposite Cauton, boats
and vessels ure ranged paraiicl to each other i
close order, mnany of thein occupied by nwnegons
families who reside constautly on the water. In
the middle of the river lic the Chinese junks,
which trade with the Eastern Islands. Some of
the junks are from 600 (o 2,000 tons burden. They
are extremely ill-built, almost uumanugeable ex-
cept befure a wind, and require a crew of a. least
thirty wea to every hundred tons. Canton is the
only port in Cliina open {0 vesscls of every Euro-
pean nativn, .

ISLAXNDS.

HaxnaN—~This island lies 1o the south of
Kwang-tunz; and is divided from the main land
by achanncl about thirty iniles broad. Large
saudbanks 1un along the northern and westemn
coasls, and the chunnel is filled with shoals and
sandbanks, so that it is navigable only by junks or
vessels of small draft. Several large veseels,
which bave attempted this passage, have been
18st. ‘There are several good harbours on the son-
thern coasty aund the island is well supplicd with
waler from streams that run in the mountaine.
Freyyent rain covers the vallies with vegctation,
and rice is pioduced in great abundinee, ‘The
Lymou, or Tchichan Mountaius run thoush the
centre of the island—gold and lapis lszuli are
found in these mountains 3 and extensive forests
of valuable wood covet theirsides. Smelthoiscs
sre bred in greut numbess, and the Chiucse cany
on a pearl fishery on the shores, and great quag-
titirs of salt is made, which is carried to Canton.
“This island nowminally belonas to the Chinese cin-



