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turning- to the matter in hinîl, " 1 believe 1
ougbit to tell you soîrîething. That 'Mr. WVat-
son lias been with papa a good dciii lately-
and he prctcnds to believe in animal mnagne-
uisiin-and papa scemas to be taking hini very
inuelh into favor-and you know, Walter-"

IlD-n Watson,"' interrupted the lover; "lpar-
don mie, dearest, for using suchi an expression,
but I biate the vcry naine of that fellow, and it
slipped out unaware. Iarn fotjeous of him,
Harriet, because I know, and you know, thet
it is your fortune more than vour precious scIf
that bie ais aitheb possession of. Hc bas flot
soul enough to appreciatc," etc., etc.

Here anothor digression, which we likcwise
omit.

IlWeIl, Walter," resumed Flarriet; 'lwhat-
ever bis object rnay bc, one thing, is certain;
that lie is takiiîg a great deal of pains to win
favor with papa, and you mnust flot let irn gret
the advantagc of you. So yen wvill try and
please papa about the magnctismn, for my make,
wont you, dear Walter q1"

This was flot the wholc of the conversation
tlîat took place on the particular occasion re-
ferred to, but enough otf it bas been given to
let tbe reader into the state of affairs; and it
-%ould be ungentlemanly to play the caves-
dropper amy fartbcr than is absolutely noeces-
sary.

It was very truc, as Hamnilton said, that the
fortune of Miss Diibury was tbe main objcct
wîtii Watson. Ho was a young man about
town, wîth very expensivo babits, and no ex-
pctations; at least, with no other tban that
of setting birnself up by a rîch marriage. He
had madc desperate love to our young Harriet,
and hcimgy a bandsornc man, of fasbionable ap-
pearance andl manners, six feet high, witb su-
pcrb liair and teetb, moving in good circies,
and tboroughi y experienced in ail the reso urces
of a fortune-bunter, it is by no means impc1--
sible that if be bad found ber inclinations quite
unengaged, hoe might have succcedcd in making
hiniscîf vcry agreeable to ber; but be was a
few rnonths too late; she bad alrcady listened
wîth a pîcasel car to tbe soft sorncthings of
W'alter Hamilton, and tbe moment slîe became
fully sensible cf tbe dofinite purpose had in
view 1) y bis rivai, she took pains to tlîrow sucb
discouragement in bis way as she hoped would
iniduce h:mii tu tomn lus thougbts in some otiier
quarter. But in tbis matter bier expectations
wore far fromi rcalîzcd. Watson knew that
Samuel Diibury, Esquire, was worth, at least,
a cool bundred thousand ; and as Harriet was
bis oni1y child, it wvas clear that the wholo

wvould ho bcr's- and ber busband's. Sbiewas
a prîze not to ho given up su, lighîly; and the
only consequcnce of ber reserved inaiier and
evident avoidance of bis attentions, wvas a
change in bis plan of attaek. H1e resoived, ini
the first place, to ingratiate hirnself with tbe fa-
ther; and miost opportunieiy for bim, just at
tbis time it was that animal rniagnetism and tbe
professors therefore took sucb vigorous ho]ld of
tbe imagination and belief of old Samnuel Dil-
bury.

Sucli was the state of affairs whon our story
commences ; mnd their progress, for somie
montbs, was sncb as rnight be expeeted. Mr.
Dilbury grcev more and more bcwitecbed with
the mysterions science in which lie bad be-
conte a believer, and aftcr a tiîne ho even took
on bimscîf the airs and practices of a profes-
sor. Promi ronding the accounts in the news-
papers, ho went on to attending the exhibitiorns;
thon hoe submitted birnscif to ho magnetized,
but with no greater success on tbc part of bis
miagnetizer. Indeed, we rnay say that the ut-
tcmpt to put Sarnuel asleep was a dead failure,
partly, pcrhaps, because lic had got into a ha-
bit of sleeping only after dinner, and in lus bod
at nigbit, wbereas the ;nagnetizing experiment
was made in the morning; and partly by rea-
son of bis own eagcrness and anxiety to ho
thrown int a snooze, which, as usual in sîîch
cases, kept birn wider awake than ever. But
the professor who rnanipulated on tbe occa-
sion assigned quite another cause for the iii-
sîîccess of bis ondeavours. When ho found
tbat aîl bis staring, did no good-that passes,
eitber tîpward or downwarul, liad no effeet on
the obstinate eyclids of Mr. Dilbury-and that
even the contact of thumbs was powcrless, ho
graveiy declared that bis own power of rnag-
netizing was inferior; that ho foît leimiself over-
corne in the strucwi e; and, yawni ng porten-
tous]iy ail the wbile, he assued Mr. D. that al-
tbough sleepiess hirnself, ho could put alinost
amy body to sleep in a very few minutes, ad-
vising, lm to make trial irnrediately of bis
mystorious energies. The advicc was flatter-
ing to a believer so ivarrn and zealous; and ho
began iooking around at once for à subject.

In the meantirne ho bad foumd a ready and
attentive listener to bis wonderîng discourses
and spoculations on the subjeet of magmetismli
in the person of "lthat Mr. Watson." Sus-
tained by the hope of marryimg the old gemtlc3
ma is daugbter, and so, comng into possess-
ion of the old gentleeian's threper cents, batik
stock, etc. and eornforted, in the process, bY
rapid glasses of the old gentlemnan's choicO


