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thel 4 o 1- ooks, tel lis of une tubai,
descenîdant of Cain, who was fatther of
those w'ho play on the harlp andi organ
-&Jr<dris ejus Jiba/: ipse /,i/ pater eazu-

<W/uii!i a/ihara el ùPr,-uzo." Nations hlave
ait ail timers used fine arts to praise anîd
glorify, their divinities. 'l'le rude tro-
pbes and nionstrous idols of uincivil-
ized nations, as %vell as the unsurpassed
temple of Soloion, huit according tu
the plans of the I iville Ardîlitcct himsclf ;
the loud and guttural shouts and fantastic
daîîces of the barbarian, as wvell as the
hiarmionious and fuill-svclling strains of
the Christian, are ail proofs thiat maan, in
prosence of blis Goo, can do notlîing more
indicative of bis adoration and love than
to glorify and praise him) by mleani of his
monuments and songs

L astly, if 'vo pruceed tu examine the
infituence that fine arts have exercised in
Cbristianity, ive flnd that it is only since
its introduction into thc wvorld thiat fine
arts lhave reachied their full developmient.
and obtaincd due consideration. Chat-
eaubriand, treating this subject, says:

Fondly enîbraiing tie Christian reli-
"gion, fine arts took her as their mother
as soon as slue appeared in tho world;
thecir torrestrial charmns they gave to
lier, and she, iii turn, imiparted tu theml
lier gocl-like beauty; .mnusie emibodied

ber hymns, painting represented lier
s<)rrowful triumiphs, sculpture took plea-
sure in niusing wvith her over ber chi]-

"dren's graves, and architecture eroetcd
tt!mpl4 s, sublime and niysterious as
her thiougiits." The Churcli, aniong

thie many restorations which sbe has effect-
cd, lias restored and elevated art and our
sense of beauty. Hiumanity 'vas depraved
it was lier mission to regenerate mnankind.
13y lier doctrine, she purified and rectificd
mîan's intellect, by lier laws slice nlivened
and strengtbened his wvill, but by lier artis-
tic: cliarns she inflanied and ennobled bis
affections. Th'le christian,bydesuyo
the Di-vine Scriptures and of Catholic

(loginas, consecrates his mind to blis Crea-
tor, 1», lus continuai efforts to act in lc-
cordlance witli the lawv of the Gospel he con-
secrates bis Wvilly but it is by the expression
of lus heavenly ideals that lie consecrates
bis lîeart and affections.' It 'vould also
seîi, as a writer said in a recent issue of

TE (>wi., treating of tue advantages of
the congregatioîial singing of plain
chant, tlîat God, as hie lias inspired
and dictated to the Churcli lier doctrine,
so lias inspired lier ivith a peculiar mari-
ner of comîposing lier wvorks of art. Philo-
sophers telli us tlîat scbolasticismi is truly
the pliilosoplîy of Christianity. Iii the
saine nianner may we say that gotbic style
iii architecture and c-;regorian chiant ini
music, belong to the Cliurch of Christ.
l'hese are ber own artistie modes; no

otlier can use tlîeîî because no otlier lias
lier ideas and aspirations. In cliristianity
the object of finle art is tivo-fold, to praise
and to edify:. praise to tic Creator and
MNaster of ail tlîings, edification for the
faitlîful by the vivid and material expres-
sion of tie truths of religion. No one will
refuse to admit tlîat on enteriîîg iliose in.
comparable monunments of architecture,
wlîich cbristianity bas raised to the glory
of God, on lîearing the solemnn rendering
of our Catbolic liynîns, on beliolding those
chef,, d' oeuvre of Rubens, Michael Angelo
aîîd so of iany other faîîîous painters anîd
sculptors, wvbcl represent the sublimîe
nîysteries of religion, ive are unusually
struck, na), sonîet.inîes confoui:ded, and,
i nstinctively, we nieditate and pray

l'et lis not, then, despise that which
the Cliurch in lier wisdomn lias ever beld
as a potent agent in lier work of evaiîgeli-
zation and civili:'ation. Wc sbould, on
tlîe contrary, develop our taste and ac-
quire experience inii udging and appreciat-
ing wvorks of art. Arid if (3od lias granted
us sonie aptitude and inclination to culti-
vate any of thc fine arts, let us be thankful
for sucli a gift and use it for Mis glory.
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