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THE NATION A MORAL PERSON AND CHRIST THE KNING.

A movenienit is iiîaling progress in the United States anîong Chiristian
men in the different churches called National Reforni. The object is to
have the constitution, govornmnent, laws and institutions of the nation
hear the iinpress of the Christian religion, and to hasten the time wheA
the kiingdoms of this world shall becorne the Kingdom of Him who is
Kin g of' Kingb. and Governor aniong the nations. Ingersoil and Many
othiers from vuhioni better miglit lie expected speak as if thiere should be
a complete divorce between religion and politics-ua if such an idea conUl
bo consistently carried out-as if such a thing were désirable, even if
practicable. W'hitever clainis Cod has uipon au individual, Ho lias iipon
a comnnunity m lâidi is an individual in Ris sight. The nation, as sucli,
ia subject of tie kingdom, of Prince Messiah and thero l no ditierenco

between the allegiance which it owes te Rira, and that of ayohrsb
jeet of His kiindonm. And inasmuchi as nations are placed in a state of
mor-al subjection to the Lord Jesus Chist, the Prince of the kinga of the
earth, tluy are under obligation to acknowvl,-Ago, Ris mied iatorial1 author-
ity, an'd subiinit to Ilis sceptre; framing their laws, appointing thoir
il3rs, and re.gulatig their obédience, in agreeabloness to, the moral pria-
ciples of the Gospel, and in subserviency to the interests ef the kingdomw
of Christ. Religion, therefore, should be the grand aim, object, and
groverniing priniciple cf ahi men in all the relations of 111e which they aré
ealled te susLain To entitie a realm to, the character of a religious
nation-a Ilrigliteous nation that keepoth tlie truth "--the fundaniental
principles of its constitution inust be based upon tho :revealed wMI of
God, and its enactutients regulated by the saine unerring standard. Coula.
we auppose it po,,sible thiat all or the greater numbier o? the nienbers of~
a family, were religions persons, and yet the favaily, as sucli, nover engage
i domestic exercises cf religion, would we not bo compelled to chai-acter-

isc it as a 1fiaily that callcd net upon God's name ?" The orgau of tlio
inovemeixt reft'rred to, an excellent wveek1y, i.s the Christian States7nan,
published in Pliiladellihia. From ai-ceont nunibr wo take the following
extracts:

"Civil society is a divine institution. The State lias its enigin in the
wiIl and arrangement o? G4o, and its, powers and funictiens, are doter-
niincd by Him.

Nations are moral pensons, and subjects, thorofore o? thie mýora1 govn-%
nment of Gcd. In suitable ways, every nation sliould aoknekwledge its

deed nceo Alighty Gcd and the supreme authority cf His Law..
The~ Lord Jestis Christ lias been appointed by the Father to be Gover-

'*;% amcng- the nations. To HM their allegiance and service are due.
-4*ioughi Humi, national homage is to lie paid to God, a.nd national blçss-
ings, -and thée forgiveness of national sins, are te be souglat for Ris salve.


