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POBDRX,

CONTENTMENT.
No glory I covet, no nches f want,
Ambition is nothing to me;
The one thing I beg of hind Heaven to grant,
I3 a mind mdopendent and freo.

With passions unruflled, untainted with pride,
By reason my lifs let me aquare;

Tue wants of my nature are cheaply supplied,
And the restare but folly and care.

The blessings which Providence frecly has lent,
Il justly and greatfully priza;

Whilst sweet weditation and cheetful content
Shall maku me both Lealthful and wise.

Ia the ploasures the great man's possession display.
Unenvied I'll challenge wmy part;

For evory farr objuct my eyes can survey,
Contributes to gladden tho heart.

How vainly. through wfiuite trouble and str.fe,
The many thesr labours employ !
Since all thut is truly delightful i hfs,

s what all, i they please, may enjoy.
P> e——h

BIOGRAPHY.,
ROBERT BURNS.
FROM THE SATURDAY MAGAZINE.

We msorted, m o former number, an extract from
a Lecture on Popnlar Laterature, for the purpose of
pointing out tho futlity of somo of the objections fre-
quently urged agamst cu'tivating the minds of the pour-
ec orders; and also for the purpose of citing the cases
of some wdividuals, who had nuproved und retined
themselves by educatiom, without becoming in any
way unfit to discharge the dwdics of therr humble stu-
tion m bfe. The man of whom we are now going to
gwe a shight biographrca, sketch, was, we need hardly
81y, possessed of gemus and powers of mind, which
not only raised hun vastly above the persous nawmned
1n that paper, but whech have seldom been surpassed
10 any rank or condition of snciety. There are, how.
ever, sae circunstances in the history of Robert
Burns, which should be known te every humble cands
date for knowledge and fame: neither, we trust, can
the priacipal incidents in the Life of such a wan be un-
interasting 10 any of our readers.

Robert Burns was born in 1759, on the 25th of Ja-
nuary; —aod it happens, by a singular comaidence,
that the correspouding day of the year 1772, witucss.
ed the birth of another Scotch Poet, 510 has raised
humself 1o celebrity, from a yet humblor ¢~ gin than
the Avrshire ploughman,—we moan tt e simple, unso-
phisticated Jumes Hogg, better known in the literary
world by his more poctical name of the Ettrik
Shepherd.

Burny was born in the parish of Alloway, about two

miles from the town of Ayr, in a cottage by the way
sule, which was Jong ponted out 10 1he 1ravoller us
s place of nativiy s though, we belwve, 1t has since
been pulled down, and the timbers of tie roof have
heen formed in*o boxes and vdnons arueles, lughly
prized by the adiirers of the geeat bard, At the tiune of
b barth his father was garduer to My Feirguson of Ave;
thouah he ufiernards became tenant uu.ccssnel)'uf
1wa or three small £irins 1 the neighbaurhood. Ham-
ble 8% was this station, we must not, however, suppose
that it carried withat a'l the disadvantages moident
to a like s'tuation in $rath Brian,  The Scotch pea-
faatry enjoy gict advnragesfir obtaming education.
They huve a school co'ab! 8 1ed by law i crery parish,
where elementary instraction may be obtamed at the
losest prce;- and. st Il mor 't e hubits and i desof
thinking of the parents tead them to practine the ut-
most self denjul, in order to procure yet further infor-
mation for their children  Neither ean wo furbear to
pause for ane moment, for the purpose of remarking,
that when we consider m how great a degree the ru-
ral population 0” Scotlaud is fica from crime,—a fact
known and achnowledged on all sides,—this eircum-
slance, even assisted, as we admit it to be, by some
others, favourable to the innocence of the people,
must be allowed to speak volumes in behalf of the
great cause of popular cducution.

The father of Burns was an extraordinary character,
of high principles, and of no common talents; and he
ytelded to none in his anxiety to procure every advan-
tage of instruction for his children. beside sending them
ta the parich school, Ive paid a master to instruct them
st home; so that Robert, the eldest, not only was
tanght 1o rend and 10 write, but was conversant with
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the English grammar, and even learned somo Frunch;
to whi I knowledge lie atierwads added the elemonts
ofgeomutry nad mensuration.  Burng, theictore, stast-
ed m s fiterary carecr with advantages supcerior o
many, who have since been called scif-taught poets.
Stilhit should be rememnbered, that he passed the first

twenty-throe yearsof lus lite in severe toil,  Ho was
Wterally, ashe styled himself, a plovghman. ths fa-

ther worked lus farms only by the labour of luwmself
and hiz sons; & labour, that was exactod to the ut-
most: and it1s melancholy to tlink that, even with
the closost industry, combined with the strictest fru-
dality, und the hamblest mode of livug, the puur old
Viuan was unsuccessful 1 alt lns efforts, und, aftor hav-
ing been obliged to rotire succesaively Irom thece
fatms, died at lastin poverty. Sull, during the few
tiours of loisure that this laborious course ot hifc atlord-
y 4, Robert Burns eagerly devoured every book, wineh
chance, or tho kinducss of trie ads, threw m lus way.

He ulso sharpened lus intellect by furnnng an asso-
viation of youug wen, who met pennthically to dis-
c183 suljects of importa co and nterest. but, much
mn.e than a'l, he occupied his mind, during this pen.
od of s life, in composing soveral of those poewms,
;which bave smce mscrved his namo o the rolls of
fame Ay he guded the plough or weilded the flail,
lus inmd expatiated in the bright regions of fancy; and
the littl invidents of agriculiural Life, sud the sun-
ple habits of agriculturul enconomy, gave rise to the
beauttful poews of the ¢ Freld Mouse," the * Moun-
tum Dasy,’ and the most delightful of' ull, the
**Cotter's Saturduy Night.” Itis also remarkablethat,
wiile thus labouring for & bare subsistance, and ne-
vor ha+ing extended hus personal observation beyound
the neighbounng market-town, Burns was yet able to
form a just estunate of his own powers, and was con-
scious that they qualified him to tako is place among
tho eminent and tho great. At the same tnne, appto-
henane that lus humble and indigent crrcumstances
would bar bum f{rom assummg his proper station, he
felt within himself a restlisness and uneasiness,
whi-h we could well understanc 1. such a mund. 1n
a letter written to lus father, when lic wus tuwenty-
two years of age, he says, ** As for this world, { des.
pair of ever making a figure in 1t. 1 am not formed
lor the busile of thy busy, nor the flutter of the gay;
{ shall never agam be capable of entering into such
scenes:—indeed, I am altogether unconcerned at the
thoughts of tlus hfe. I foresee that poverty and
obscurity probably await me, and [ am 1 some
meagure prepared, and dwly prepanng to meet
them I lave but yust time and paper to return you
wy grateful thanks for the lessons of virtue anc piety
you have given e, which were too much neglected
at the e of giving thiem, but wieh, 1 hope, Luve
been remembered cre 1t 13 yet too ate.”

But at length the time arrived, that was to form
the great epoch n the iife of Butns,  He had lost tus
excellent father; hie had made an impradent marrnage;
and furminz bad prosed unprotitable. o despair, he
came to the resolution 10 go out to Jamaica m the
capacity of an aseistant onthe estate of Dr. Douglas;
—but not having sufficient money to pay Ius passage,
he was advised to endeavour to obtam the means,
by publishing lus poems by subscription.  The suc-
cess of the experiment exceeded his most sangmne
wishes: they were warmily and umiversally adnnred,
and procured tor their suthor a sum of money, sufli-
cient not only to mduce han to abandon s design of
quitting his native country, but also to give lum the
means of establishing humge!f 1 credit sud comfort,
10 s furmer line of hite, 1n uny part of Scotland. Ehs
teputation also procuted han mvatations to Edin.
burgh, for which place he set out m Norember, 1786,
and where ho was received by the learned, by the
arcat, und by the gay, wuli a cordsality and hospatale
1y, which at once placed hunn among society widely
dificrent from any 10 which he befure had been used,
and which algo, we fear, engendered tastes and hab-
s, which were most ingurious to lus respectability, to
Ins morale and rehgion, and to lus happiiess m lus af.
ter Iife.

1115 our desice to spezk with the utmost tenderness
of such a man as Burns, We wishit ever to be re-
membered, thit to the end of his career, he mamtain-
¢d an imegrity and mdependence of spunt, which no
poverty could bend, and which we delight 10 sce as.
sociated with 8o much gemus. Bnt we make uo apo.
logy for tus vices; nenthier, certanly, 1s it our intention
10 follow those scenes of irregularity, which at length
brought his carcer to a premature closo on the 21st
of July, 1766, w his thirty.seventh year. Our object
18 principally to allustrate one pomt: by the successful
sale of lus puems, Burns had found lumself 1n posses-
sion of nearly £500; a snm, thut was sfllucnce to one
whose means hud alvays becn &0 scanty, and certam-
ly forming a sufficient copnal to have enabled him
to emburk steadily and systematically in the reputable
occupation of agricvltute. In fact, he took the farm
of Ellisland, on the hanks of the Nith, a fow miles
above Dumlics, on which he entered at Whitsennde

1788. But hisrustic Jabours soon grew distasteful to
bi, and were neglectud, every thug on his farm
went anuss, and, alier an occupation of three yvars
and a half, he resigned it into the hands of lus lund.
lord. o the moau winile, Burus hiad alto bLeen ap-
puinted 1o an oflice vt'no large emolument i the ex-
uise, but tlus appuintment, winle it diverted han from
the steady prosccution of his agricultursl laboure,
threw lum alie into situations by no wenns favourable
to the virtue of tempernnce; and from this, as well
as from other concurrent circmstances, he becamu
gradually more aud more addicted to oxcerses
drivking, swhich wodermined s health, and brought
hnn 1o an early grave. 1tmnay also be added, thzt,
although many passazzas in his wiitings, both m prose
and verse, show that Burns wasdeeply impressed with
the sentiment of rehigion; a sentiment, in which we
can hardly conceive hinw by any possibility a real
poet can be deticient; yet Jus devolional feelings do
wot appuat to have sprung fioin sound Religious prine
aiple nor to have been sustamed  and surengthentd by
regular, constant, aud systematic acts of worship. In
short, the mam purpose for which we have sketched
the hife of this eatraordinary and unforturate man,
hug been to show how the brightest gemus may be
obscured, and a nund of the lughest and noblest aspi~
rations may be laid low, by want of ateadiness, by
want of prudence, by want of perseverence, and
above all by want of practical Religion,

Burns is not properly an instance of lowly talent
cultivated and improved by its owaer to his cost; his
uusfortunes were occasioned by other cauees. His
cultivated intelloet would have added uoth to hisres-
pectability and to his happiness, if, at the rame time
he had learned to control hus appoute, and acquire
habits of regular application to business,~making bis
postry a solace {rom care, & recreation from toil, or,
to put it upon a lower footing, a source of profit, va-
luable and acceptable, but still secondary and subo.-
dinate to some fixed employment,

Immediately after the death of Burns, noble sub.
scriptions were rased, in behalf of hus destitute famuly:
splendid monuments have since been erected to hus
memory.

The Scottish peasant fcels lus heart swell wih
pride, as he recollects that Le 1s of 1he same country,
and of the same class with the AyRs:in% PLoUGH-
MAN. We think that not an honour begond His de-
sert h1s been lavished upon his memory as a gemue:
—we only wish his sad fate to be borne m mind, in
order that it may serve as a beacon to mark the rocks
on which gemus may make shipwreck, when it 1s not
under the guidance of rehgion, and not kept steady
n 119 conrse, by regular and constant occupation.

MISCELLANY.

Honmiusre Tracepy.—The Gazette, publithed
at Now Albany, Ind. gives the details of a horsid
transaction which recently took place at Carydon, in
that State. One Ladd, the editor and publisher of
newspaper called the ¢ Indianian,’” attempted to kill
his own wife, and after stabbing ber several tinies she
fell, as he supposed dead. He then stabhed himself
through the heart, and after he had fallen, he per.
ceived that his wife was not dead, and said to her *¢ [
believe I shall die first;* giving her at the same time
another blow, which was parried with her arm. He
died in a very short time, and his wife was still tiving,
though but feeble hopes were entertained of her re-
covery.

Bewarr oF REp Wargrs.—In this week's Lan.
cet, a curious case is mentioned, in which the secreta-
ry of a public institution was tv e attacked with a
very violent fit of salivation, so as to render medical
aid indizpensible, from his having wafered 500 circu-
tars with red wafers, which he wetted in his mouth.

A NEw DerinNirion.—A yeung lady being on an
cxamunation us to her proficiency in the science of
Gramaar, was asked why the noun bachelor is singu-
lar, replied with great apparent candour—because it
is very singular that they don’t get masried.

In wriing or speaking, give to cvery person his due ti-
tle, sccording to his degreeand the custom of the plaee.

When a man does all he can, though 1t suceeeds
not well, tlame unot hum that did st.— Washington.

Why 18 a nobleman like a book ? Beeause he has
a title.

AGENTS

FOR THE BEE.
Charlottetoun, P. E. I —=Mr DennisREDDIN,
AMiramichi—Revd.Jorn McCurpny.
St. John, N. B —Messrs Rarcurorn & Lveniw,
Halifux—Messts A. & W.McKinnay,
Truro—Mr. CHAkLYES BLANCHARD,
Antigonish—Mr. RoserT Punvrs,
Guysboro'—RoserT HARTsHORNE, Eeq.
Tatmagouche—Mr. Jamxs CaursxrL,
Wallare——DAN1EL MCFARLANE, Esq.
et Jonin S Ras LN, l':-’q.




