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te tbe earl. There may bave been something
peculiar enough in the Mantuan hose for Rideri
to think them worth imitatin'-, bat tbere are
strong reasons for beiieving knitted stockingsi
were hy no means such unfluniliar things to Er.-
glish eyes as Stow insinuates. 1'What need ai
maxn care for a stock with a wench, wben she can
knit him a stock ?' asks Launce, in one of' Shak-
peare's earliest llays. Knitted hose are meni-
tioned in an act of parliament passed in the
reign of Edward VI.; and from the Household
Book of Sir Thomas l'Estrange, we find that a pair
of knitted hose could be bougbt, in 1533, for a
couple of shillings, while children'ls stockings of
the sanie sort only cost sixpence a pair -too low
a price, it seems to us, for anything from beyond
the seas. Boethius ini 1497, says of the Scotch,
1'their hosen were shapen of linen or woolien, and
neyer came higlier than their knee;'1 and Savary
does flot hesitate to credit the Scots with the in-
vention, upon the rather insufficient ground that
the French stocking-knitters chose St. Fiacre as
the patron of their guild. llolinshcd, describing
a pageant at Norwich in 1573, tells us: Upon a
stage stood at the one end eight smail women
chldren spinning worsted yarn, and at the other,
as many knitting of worsted yarn hose;'and in
another place says the bark of the eider was
used by country wivcs for dyeing- their knit
hosen black.

Cloth stockings wcnt completely out of favour
in EiizabetL's reign; worsted, jarnsey, thread,
silk, and fine yarn being employed in its piad'e.
Stockings of yellow, white, red, russet, tawny
and green were flot deemd sufficiently elegant
unleas they were interlaced with god and silver
thread, or had 9'quirks and dlocks ' about the
aucle. 1'And to sucb impudent insolency and
sharneful outrage it la now grown,' coxnplains
the horrified Stubbs, 9 that every one, almost,
though otherwise very poor, having scarcely
forty shillings of wages hy the year, will not
stick to have two or three pairs of these siik
nether-stocks, or cisc of the finest yarn that may
be got, though the price of them be a royal, or
twenty shillings, or more, as commonly it is, for
how caxi they be leas, when the very knitting of
them is worth a noble or a royal, and some much
more. The time hath been when one might have
clotbed bis body well from top to toe for .less
than a pair of these nether-stocks wili cost.'
With stockings in sncb demand, Lee might rea-
sonably hope bis stocking-ioem would receive
patronage and protection; but bis hopes were
grieviously disappointed. Elizabeth refused to
grant himn a patent, and he took bis loorn to
France. The i-fortune so common to great inven-
tors pursued hlm there, and he died poor and
broken-hearted. After bis death, some of bis
workmen succeeded in establiising themselves
in England, and laid the foundations of
the stocking-manufacturE, the importance of
wbich may be estlmated by the fact, that twenty
years ago, nearly fifty thousand looms were
employed in the trade, a number that bas no
doubt beexi since iargeiy incressed.

Kings have often enough condestended tc
borrow of meaner creatures. James I. carried
this species of condescension somewhat lower
than usual, in borrowing a pair of scarlet stock-
ings with goid docks from one of bis courtiers,
wben he desired te impress the Frencb ambassa.
dor witb an overpewering notion of bis magnifi-
cence. Rad al bis subjccts been as economical,
the stocking-makers wonld have fared badly;
luckily for tbem, the extravagances of the former
reign itil beid their own ; and the rage for leg-
decoration took a new form, and expended some
of its zeal upon broad garters, with geld fringe8
and point lace, which were fastelied below the
knee witb h ag bow or rosette. Dekker, in
bis GulVa Hon-g>ook, advises bis supposed pupi],
if bo was ambitions,"'te, fashion bis legs te his
silk stookinge, and bis proud gait te bis broad gar-
ters;' te rtudy bis directions until be eau walk, as
others fight, by the book, and then Pauls may
be proud of bim, and ail the Ixins of Court re-
joice to bebold bis mest bandsome leg. Anothei
writer deciares the fops were spangîed garteri
wortb a copyboid, filling the ladies especiallj
sucb as bad good legs, witb envy, becanse fail.
ion would net allow then te makes a simili
display
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Thse Cavaliers affected gay stockings and long
dangling garters; se, of cours, the Paritans
patronised the opposite fashion of sombre black
stockiugs, and tied their garters up short. In
Charles Ils reign, England suppiied the foreigu
mnrkets with ieat'àern, flilken, woollen, and ker-
sey stockiugs; but as regards the home consuni-
tion, Nat Lee grumbled that plain sense had
grown

Despicable as plain clothes,
As Euglish ttats, boue-lace, or woollexi hose.

The last wcrc not likciy te be held lu higli
favour at a tume wbcn an English ambassador
thonglit it necessary to appear in wbite silk stock-
iugs over scarlet eues of the same material ; and a
iady's wardrobe wvas considered incomplete with-
eut at Ieast four pairs of siik stockings 1'shot
tbreugh with silver,' and diamond-bnckled gar-
ters te keep theni cempany. Mr. Pepys 'made
hiniseif fine' with linon stockings from the
Hlague, and when he went inte compimeutary
mourniug for the Duke of Gloucester, donncd a
pair of shurt black stockings over bis suc eunes.
That ladies did net demur at receiving gear for
their nether limbls freni their admirers, may be
iuferred froni Pepys cheosing a pair eof silk stock-
iugs as bis gift te pretty Mns. Piorce, whien she
was bis valentine. At another tume ho records
ini bis Diary : 1To my cousin Turner's where,
havuug the last üight been told by ber that she
had drawn me for lier valentine, I did this day
cali at thse New Exchange, and benglit ber a pair
of green silk stockings and garters and shoe-
striugs.' Mr. Pepys was net singular in bis
faucy for green stockings. One day Lord Ches-
terfield met King Charles and bis brother at Miss
Stewart's, wben the conversation turning upon
the Muscovite ambassadors, thon the talk et' the
tewn, 1'that feel Crefts ' unlnckiiy observcd that
ail the ladies of thse said Muscovites bad band-
somne legs. Upen this bis majesty gailantiy
swore ne woman in the world owned sncb a ieg
as their beautiful bostess; and Miss Stewart, te
cenfound any sceptics present, 4'witb the great-
est imaginable' ease immediately afforded the
cempany ocular demonstration of thse fact. Âll
the gentlemen with one exception, endorsed the
royal judgmeut. The exception was tIse Duke
ef York, wbo contended that the leg on view
was tee siender, avewed bis preference for some-
thing shorter and thieker, and couciuded bis criti-
cal remarks by asertiug that ' ne leg was werth
anytbuug without green stockings ' This struck
my Lord Chesterfield as irrefragable evidence
that the royal duke bad green steckings tresb in
bis recollection; and as it bappeued that Lady
ChIesterfield bad short and tbick legs, and was par:
tial te green stockiugs, the jealeus earl jumped
te a jeahous conclusion, and lest ne time in car-
rying bis wit'e into the country, te keep ber eut of
misebief. Yelbew stockiugs wenld seeni te bave
been favoured by humbler folk§, for wben the
quecn and thse duchesses et' Richmond and Buck-
inghiam, bout on a graceless frouec, disguised tbeni.
selves as country wenches, and mixed witb the
crowd at Andley End Fair, lier majesty 4'beuglit a
pair et' yeliow stockinga for ber sweetheart' at
euenetftIse boetbs, lu order te keep up ber as-
snmed character.

Iu Dntcb William's reigu, the gentlemen wore
their long stockiugs rolled up over the kuee.

-WitIs the square-cnt ceats and long fiapped
waistceats eof the days et' Anne, it was the fash-
ion te wear scarlet or bine silk steekingg, orna-

Smented witb geld or silver stocks, drawn over
-tIse knee, but gartered below it. The beaux of
ethse begiuniug of the Georgian era voted scarlet

,s and bine vulgar, relegating sncb vivid colours
o te second-rate dancing-masters, and affected
n pearl-colonred stockings, thse tops of wbicb werq

17bidden by their knee-breecbes. Froni a memo-
[s randuni et' Lady Suffelk's, we learn that one doz-

o- n pair of tbread steckiugs, at seven-and-sii-
LS pence per pair, was cousidered a snfficieut suppi3

'yte iast a princesi et' England a couple ot' years
In 1753, thse fair soi were reproached for mak.

ring
rs Their pettlceats short, that a hoop lght yards wide

[y Might decently show how their gartera were tied-

à- (a couplet net altegether inapplicable te tii
ar îa<ies eof our ewn time) and for being generaliý

too fond of displaying their white stockings. xIn
i778,Walpole's friend, Mrs.Damer, bronght black
silk stockings in vogue for a while, white baving
been hitherte worn even for mourning. Enlish
eotton stockings were in great request abroad, se,
much s0, iudeed, that when ail trade between
Euglaud and France was prohibited, the Empress
Josephine actnnlly applied to parliament for per-
mission to purchase half-a-dozexi pair for ber own
use, a request that was of cours once complied
with. Whexi knoe-broecbes went Out of use, the
stocking wont out of view, and ceased te become,
a noticoabie item in maie attire; and as te tbe
leg-gear of the ladies, we have no further chan-
ges te chronicle, excopt the marked revival, of
late years, of coioured stockings,

A WIFE WITHOUT A WEDDING.

- RE SH fish 1 fine fresh fish 1 caller haddies!1FBuy a fish, mia lamb V" and the speaker
put dewn her. creel on the pavement of the Higb
Street, Portobello, holding up a Il caller baddie"1
for Mrs. Sutten's inspection, wbe, saying mildly
14Thank you, I don't want any," tried te paus
on.

"4Do buy a baddie, nia lamb, fresb an' loupin
oot o' the sea, amaist as bonnie as yersel : corne,
Captain-" this te Mrs. Suttexi's busband-" gle
me a hansel ; 1 ha' walked every stop frae Mus-
selburgh, and deil a bawbee ha' 1 taken.»

Such persuasion had its success; "lthe Cap-
tain" saw ne easier way of escape than that of
buying a couple of baddies.

IlWhat a pretty girl that was witb Nancy,"
said Mrs. Sutton; "ldid you notice ber Cbarley?"

"0f course I did; do you tbink, becanse yen
made me marry you, that I am te be blind as
weil as duib ? She's the pretticat girl I've seen
in Scotland, and tbat's saying a good deal.
What eyes she had, and sucb ankles 11"

And then Cbharley, by way of preving that bis
eyes could see, descanted~ for tbe reit of the way
upoxi tbe girl's béauty,. and until Mrs. Sutton
remarked,-

1I deciare yon've tallen in love witb the girl;
li grow jealons if yon say any more; and
Charley laughed, but held bis tongue.

Next day, as lie was smoking a pipe in coni-
pany witb a brother officer, a great cbum of bis,
anid a riglit good feilow-Harry Tremayne-tbey
walked as far as Musselbnrgh, and, reacbing the
shore jnst after the fisbing boats bad ceme inx,
almost the first persoxi tbey saw wus tbe girl that
Charley had been raving about.

ciThere she is, Harry," be said, Ilsitting on
the rock there ;" aud there indeed she waa; ber
creel well filled by ber side; ber little brewxi

,fbands crossed on ber iap, and ber great grey eyes
eleoking far away acress tbe bine water.

She was dressed in the pretty picturesque cos-
tume worn by- the fisher girls, and, like most of

*theni, as dlean and trini as if she bad come eut
of a bandbox ready for a fancy balil:her dark

aauburn hait was giowing li the suinlight, and
trippied loosely away froni tbe broad wbite fore-
-head, acrose which dark. pencilled eyebrows

arched themselves over tbickly fringed grey eyes.
Eyes that came back suddenly freni tbehr wander-
ings over thse sea, and looked up in Harry's face

jd with a recognition which startled bis fricnd just a
- littie, and sbowed hlm this was not thse first time
à- the two bad seen eacb other.
Br For an instant surprise and pleasure only
of looked ont from the eyes; then the lashes
t droeped, a bot flnsh crimsened the girl's face.
ra She tuned abrnptly away, addreesing berself te,
ýd Obarley.

"e iluy a ýced, sir?7" bùt Tremayne answered,
0-ciWby don't yon asic me, MffleWbat bave Ï

donc te make yen look se angry ? 1 premiscd
yen a fairin from Dunibar, and I've walked ail

lytbis way te bring it; just look, wbat a smart
breocb te pin that red neckercbief 11" Efflo

kC sbeok ber bead, and kept ber eyes away, and
Charl, seeing tbat hoe was de trop, walked on
te the boats.

le When he looked again, Effie's red neckeréhief
was pinned witb a giittering true iover's knot,

.e and the fair face was sparkling witb dimpling
vysil.


