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PEKIN DUCIK FARMING.

An Interview at the Mid-Contincntal
Exhiibition with Mr. Charies F.
Newman, of Staten Island, New
York, who last scason markct-
de over 13,000 Pckin Ducks.

KBLIABLE POULTRY JOURNAL.

While in attendance at the Mid-Con-
tinental we had the pleasure of secing
the finest specimens of Tmperial Pekin
ducks that have ever come under our
notice, and of making the ncquaintance
of the man who bred and owned them.
Mr. Charles F. Newman, of Hugucnot,
Staten Island, New York. A three-year-
old pair of Pckins cxhibited by Mr.
Newman weighed twenty-six pounds,
the drakeweighing fourteen poundsand
and the hen twelve pounds, By refer-
ence to the winnings at the Mid-Contin-
cntal it will be scen that he won all
firsts, scconds and thirds offered on
Pckins.

Mr, Newman is the owner of a sixty-
nere farm on Staten Island, frouting on
salt water. Twenty ncres of this farm
are given up to Pekin ducks, and the
past scason he raised and marketed
betwveen 12,000 and 13,000 ducklings.
All ducklings raised for market are sold
when between cight and ten weeks old
Such ducks as Mr Newman breeds then
weigh, on an average, five pounds each
At a point between cight and ten weeks
of age Pckins weigh more than they do
a little later, after their first moult, as
feather-production  decreases  their
weight. They are, therefore, marketed
Jjust hefore they begin todrop their first
coat of feathers..

Mr. Newman begins to hatch out
ducklings in January and continucs
steadily through to the middle of July
Sixteen incubators arcused on his farm,
ranging in capacity from 200 to 800
eggs. He keeps 520 layers, or breeders,
and these, only, are given the freedom
of the water. Young ducks are never
ollowed by him to “go swimming,"” or
to get to water in any way except to
reach it with their bills to drink
Swimming isoften fatalto young ducks,
and prevents theirlayingon fleshasrap
idly as is desired for marketing

Broading houses heated by the Bram
hall, Dean & Cn hot water pipes are
used, from twenty-five to forty duck-
lings being allowed to cach pen. the in-
door pens ranging in size from 4x14
fect to 10x14. Connected with these
pens are outdoor runways ranging in

size from $x20 to 10x20. Boards onc
foot widc, stood on edge, arc all the
fence required to confine Pekins.

On this farm soft food only is fed, no
whole grain cver being given to cither
old or young. The food used consists
principally of vegetables, including tur.
nips, beats, potatocs, cabbage, green
rye (8o long as it remains tender), clov-
er, green corin, cte. Green corn is a
favorite food in scason. It ix sown in
rows and cut down when knee-high. It
is put through u clover cutter and fed
with other foods, in the form of a mash.
It Iends a tenderness and fine flavor to
the flesh,  Besides vegetable food, a
dry-wet mash, consisting of cornmenl,
bran and middlings, is fed, together
with meat scraps. This dry.wet (not
stoppy) mash is fed to ducklings the
first week. After the first week meat
may be added with safety, Spratt’s
dricd mceat is uscd extensively by Mr.
Newman, also cracklings. Green hone
is rarely fed. A good sharp grit is mix.
cd in the food each day, and oyster
shell is fed to hoth old and young.

Said Mr. Newman. * Tell your rcaders
to feed young ducks five times a day
during the first ten days. After this
feed them thyee times a day, The old
ducks feed twice a day, morning and
cvening. Give them all they will cat up
clean, but no more. Never leave any
food before young or old. As soon ns
they walk away, clean out the troughs
and give them what remains with the
next feed.

*Usc troughs ten to twelve feet long.
Use a foot-wide board for the bottom,
with four inch sides. Build a Iath fence
twelve inches high and nail this to the
sides and cnds of thetrough leaving the
top open. Have the laths far enough
apart to allow the ducks to get their
heads through to cat. Have your
water vessels close to the feed troughs,
as nearly every time a duck takes one
mouthfull of food it wants about four
swallows of water to wash it down
with. I use six inches of the bottom of
a barrel for a water vessel, sctting it
down in the ground half way. Place
lath over the water troughs to keep the
ducks from getting in with thair fect.

* We feed our old ducks, our breeders,
the same as the young, only heavier.
You can get breeding ducks too fat by
feeding whole corn.  Feed no whole
grain at all.  Fish food 1s excellent for
ducks, that is, for breeding stock, but
not for young ducks intended for mar.

ket, as it will taint their flesh,
“"Ducks and ducklings are surprisingly

free from discasc. They do not have
cholera, nor roup, no  lice. Our one
trouble is leg-weakness, caused by cold
or overfeeding—too muchcornmeal. In
casc of teg-weakness, feed Ieascornmenl,
more grain food, and give them plenty
of bonemeal. Do not give young ducks
milk in any form, cxcept when mixed
with otlier food, as they will dip their
heads in it and get it in their cyes, caus-
ing sorc cyes, and thus disfiguring
them.

*Iu the indoor pens use sand or chaff
for litter and use cnough of it, and
change it often cnough to keep the
quarters clean.  Weclean out thorough-
1y once a weck. Use litter in the out-
door yards also, for your pensand ruus
nust be kept in a heathful condition,

**Ycs, the greenish-colored cggs arcall
rigght; the older ducks aremore liable to
give you these eggs, hut we get mostly
white ones. The greencggsoften hateh
out the largest ducks.

“Never handle ducks or geese by the
feet, always by the nceks. Their legs
arc very tender.  Ducksarcextea timid,
Do not frighten them. Speak to them
whenever you go near them and they
will become accustomed to you. Never
go to them at night if you can avoid it,
and in case you do, leave your lantern
behind. To catch them, drive them in
a corner and use n bent wire, catching
them by the necks, the same as a farm-
cr's wife catches chickens by the legs.

*All our ducks that go to market arc
dry picked. We hang them up by their
legs, insert a °nife in the roof of the
mouth, cuttiag the big veins, then stick
the blade into the brain to end their
suffering, and pluck the feathers while
the body is struggling. At this time
they let go of the feathers easily.

**As n rule we secure our best pricesin
April and May. We then getashigh as
40 cents per pound, the price running
down to 12 cents in August. Theaver-
age price last scason was 18 cents per
pound. Our ducklings avernge five
pounds each when dressed. It costs us
to raise a duckling to remarkable size—
well, simply say that after fifteen ycars
experience, I Lear witness that Jack
facming 1s, 11 my judgment, the most
profitable branch of the poultry indust-
ry. The market is certain, My farmas
not the largest in the East, by consid-
crable, there 1s one farm that markets
35,000 ducklings o scason. Not many
years ago there was small demand ml
the castern cities for ducks. The people

did not then know what a rare morsel
an aight or ten weeks' old duckling is.



