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PROVINCIAL NOTES.U

Twvo handsome6 school buiildingç are about to be orecte(el in Victoria and the
greatest care is being taken by the, Sohoul I£ru.-tees tn choosing the architectural
desigus.

A fine bathinig sled containing torty dressing ruums in ail twenty for ladies
and twenty for mon-lias been orected at English Bay, and wvilI prove a groat
boon bo the citizons of Vancouver. Close to tlic b.iting,( Aied there is one spien-

,*did streteli of beach l100 yards long.

The folluiving wvill give buîiu idea or~ the value uf the ore beiîxg taken out atJ
presont in the Siocan district.

Twenty toms of ore were shippud f rom ths Idaliu mina, Siocan, to the Tacoma
-smelter. he ore assayed $168 a ton-119 silver and S49 lead. It cost $45 per
ton to get it f rom the mine to Kaslo, 828 per ton from X'zaslo City bo Tacoma and
to have it sinelted. The dtity on the lead in the ore was $21 per ton ; the cost of

ning sackring and saclis $10 more, making $104 for expenses, leaving a net
profit of t(' per ton. Witii smeltcrs located in closer î>roxinîity bo the mines and
with better mens -if transpjortation it %vill be secu that. i-ining in thali locality
may be made very profitable even thougli the price of silver shoruld depreciate
below its present value.

The catch of the seuls in 1892, by British Columbia vessels, reaehed 46,362
skins. wvhich xvill be largelv increatser during the present season.

Strawberries and raspberriebs have been plentifuil during the past month andi
soine idea mnay be formed of the perfection wvhich the f ruit attains in British
Columbia from the following :--A lot of strawvberries front the garden o! Mr.
Mawdsley, Point Comfort, 'Mayne Lslaîîd, was broîîght to Victoria, some o! the
berries z.,easuring four iuches iii circumference the fruit being rich and juicy with
a delicious flavor.

.ince the great fire which destroycd the city in 1880 Vancouvers' popula tion
has increased as follows :

In 1886 the population was ............ 600
In 1887 ..... 2,000
In 3888. .... 6,0001
In 1889...................10,000
In 189U...................15,000

and it is now estimated to be f rom 18,000 to, 20,000.

The 'Mayor and Counicil of Victoria accompanied by a part y o! friends and
thuise interested i the City's %% ater supply, j. sit,(d Goldstreamn the other day - i
froin al accoutits hiad a very î>lece.snt, tin;e. If the rebit o! the trip should turn
ont to lie an improvement; iii the quality and quantity of iho Victoria wvater supp]y
the citizens will liave no reason to .begrudge the Mayor and Alderman this
holiday.

The :2Otu of July is the lOUth anniversary of tlx, completion )f Alexanider
McKloenzie's expedition across the northern part of the -ontinent o! North
America, and it is proposed to commemorate tlue event in Victoria, in sucli
a manner as will show thiat at least somne o! the preseut inhabitants of British
Columbia do flot wvish to forget the zneinory and hieroic dlecds o! the early dis-
coverers and pioneers of the province.


