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AMfONG OUR? BOOKS.

Gis bo rn

Idivine passes-
I.. ~ ~, sian - or, per-

liîaps, ratlier a
~ possession ai the

divitne in intenser
ciegree tlian tlîat

average miat or
vornian. W e

ca.inot acqutre

ge. n;s but ,e

et;for talent
as a measure af
inclnatioîi plus

lt~ unlirnited perse-

. practice in tlîe
direction ai tlîat

- 0 Sometlîing ai
this kind occurs
ta us as ive han-
dlle tlîe wvorks ai
certain autliors.

One ai the surprising things is tlîe large
nutnber ai acceptable writers vilio are not
geniuses, iar even ;il possession ai higlî
measure ai talent.

It tuever occurs ta us, for instanîce, ta ratîk
Howells as a genius, tior James, nar--ta
cross tlîe oceatî-Xalter Besatnt; yet tlîese
men are types of lîiglily suiccessf'l and enter-
taitiing tiovelists ai to-day. Tlîeir books
have extenîsive sale ; tUdr a'ritiîîg comimaîîds
good prices franu publishier anid press ; they
may be accouilted in the firsi rank of suc-
cessitil litterateurs.

Tiiere are tîanx, otlers vlîr iii less degree
have alsa aclîiev'1 ' ¶a satisiact-iry nmeasure ai
success, it i liat thicy have found favauit wvitl
a large readitîg public ; a'lî, after al, de-
nuand little tmore than thiat a stary slinuld be
iairlv well told aînd poss;ess just the riglît
dasl oi niorality. For the miass ai the read-
itî- public daes detîîaîd tliat its; standard
literature slîauld be moral. It îîîay enjoy
tlîe abnormal iti marais as a piquaticy, bt
thc flavorar is fortuîliately ;îat ta its taste as
a daily food.

A revicwer has alwvays santie difficulty in
grivitg just the right measure ai criticism ta
tic great hasts or tîavels tliat arc ni.ither ai
getiius nar tlîe frs-t or stcotîd ratîk ai taletnt,
aîîd yet are stariel, f.iirl> %vell told, etîtertain.
itîg anîd o f gaad nmorale. We refer niot ta
tlîe frivolous lave aîîd luate tale ai saie

Ifireý,ide îvcekly," îvhiich usually may be
passed witliaut a wvord ,but tlîe graver stary

: a trifle trite, perhaps, nd ratheir liackineyed
:.î situation and iýcîtiiletit ; yet, ati the
wlîale, placidly clnte. a..ilitig and llîcalth».

Wien a rev;-;t %er cati classý suLli books as
«-f- dth. Srd -chol"lie is relievct ai a

d*lficuilty. Vet, iii 1î.11îY inîstatnces- even
grantiiîg our broadeîîed cotîception of Sun-
day-scliool litcî'ature-a writer Wvho began
merely as a ivriter ai Stinday-schioal tales
lias by perse veranice andJ iîîcreascd knawlcdge
of lus crait, Ily persistent culti'ation ai a
niiediocre git, attained Ia soametling tlîat we
recogîîisc as takiiîg raiik ira thie autside
literary wvarld.

Thîree Ilooks lie tapon îny desk as I wvrite,
by Anie Swa1i (MNrs. f3urnett-Sniith). Tlacy
arc clioseti iran aniîong lier latest books, aaîd

shîow a dccided advance upon lier carlier

Annic Swan lins always beLn a favourite
wvriter wvithl girls, but iii otie or twvo af lier
latest stories«"flie Experiences af a Lady
Doctor, " for instance,-she achieves a larger
audience; since every wvonian, and not a fewv
mnen, are interested ina Dr. Elizabeth Glen
aaîd tlîe bits of lufe histories tlîat centre in hier
consulting room. She is a very lavable
characterisation, and finds mlîch favour
witlb us.

« 1Who Shial Serve" deals ivith the problemr
of capital and labour ; not deeply, but iii
ratlier idezil fashion ; yet tlie tale ;s interest-
ing if conventional.

"A Victory W'oîi," tlîe autlîor's latest,
again shows marked advaaice in chiaracter
delineation. Eleaaior, th-edisconitentcd youing
daughter; the bright girl journalist, Frances
Shieldoni ; the heartsomne aId Scotchwoman,
Mrs. Allardyce, and the frail mother, Mrs.
Kerr, whose very weakness is lier strengtlî,
arnid thlt wvarring natures af lier home, are
aIl attractive and well-defined cliaracters.

ANNIE SWAN.

T'he stoy is 'ery true to iu no[ ira any
exalgcratcd farni, but iii the tîepctiaî ai thie
Silll t;l<ost -,!eletons oi putt>yirrg and
conînîiý:îplace bsîs a hidi niar tlîe bèttifuil
naght-be's ai ten thoiusaîid homes in the
]and.

"lA \'ictary WVon " tells aile or tvo -,trong
trutlîs, ahiose la...k ai recogniti,ýn lias
kept the wcar> uld .%orid in discord ever
sin,.e P.tradisc -ates %acre clAoed agauis.t
agi off'iîdiiîg pair,-tia %%c cannat gathier
fig: iroi thistles, that as %%e "w %% shahl
reap, e'%ei ira thiis .torld, and thatt the
power oi oi'. irail lueé i touch a itî thie
divine, is greater thian tlîat ai an herculeati
hutniati will.

Aunnie Sw an, ivlloNe pliatograph uc are
;lble ta give iii aur page thîh. manth, lias%
aiiatler book in press, eiîtitled Il Margaret
Graingcr, or dia Experiences ai a Sclîool
Teaclier." It %vil probably be a canipailti
wvark ta Il Elizabeth Glen, MN.B.," rind, if ai
cqual merit, should prove vcry popular.

IlA Vil.to.-i Won,* Annie Swanî. Win. Briggs,
Torotnto.

In Il Cleg Kelly," tlîat graphic Scotch
wvriter, S. R. Crockett, lias again proved his
versatilty. We knuw lie could give us stir-
ring tales af venture, as ii Ilie Raiders";
sketches ai Scottislî cliaracter, full ai
roinatîce, yet filled îvith the hilI strength, as
in Il Thle Siclcit Minister" and Il Bog Myrtle
aîîd Peat"; tlîe daintiest af suîîny love taries,
as «"«Te Lilac Sunibonnet. "

Nav ive fin'ri n "Cleg Kelly " a portraiture
af the lufe of a Scotch stieet arab, told wvitlî
a fidelity tlîat inakes us marvel .'it the author's
understanding ai street arab nature.

For "lCleg Kelly" is flot idel *%ed ; lie is a
Scotch HucklcberryFinn,witli alla of th added
vigour ai tlae heather-land in his constitution,
moral and physical.

Vie tinderstand at the autsct that tlîe sense
of honour, curiously perverted, yet instinc-
tive and truc, wvliclî graces and guards
IlTim Kelly's Joan," cornes ta lîim througli
lus mother. Iliere is flot a nmore touching
scene tlîan that introduced, alas, aIl taa early
in Cleg's history, wliere littie Cleg plays
happily in the brickyard, wvlile his mother

w-atches hîmii at the wvuîdowv, re-
luctatit ta spoil his play, waits for
the last toucli ai pain.

Her son cauglit %iglit of lier at the
window. He waved lus band and called
alouid:

Millier, ilitiier, Irn biggin' a bonny
hloose for ye to leeve il) 1

Isbel srnilcd.
"M1%y gtsid boy. my niice boy," %he q-iid.
Let hinm big bis hoose. In an hour 1

shahl cry t0 imi. 1 dinna ineed hiîn ye:, nly
ain Iaddie! "

Vet iii an bour she did not cry, and it
wvas the only timie blie liad ever broken
word to lier son.

Bujt îlîat w~as bocause s.ac had joursuc>cd
%vliere no crying is.

Sa littie CIeg is leit w~ith. his
fatiaer-druîikard andl housethief-
%vlio is "lshut up " for a year or mare
at a time, and the boy grows up
ii veritable street arab fashioti. Tlîe
chîarm af tlîe bc-ok is many sided. It
is written largely fram the street
arab's point ai view. We compre-
hiend the unique %vorkings ai Cleg's
untrained yet plîilosophic mind ; and
follawv lini appreciatively inte t;
larger warld which the years make
for lîii.

Wc are mnadce acquainted wvith
Cleg's fri2.nds, ind carried througli
many ani incident, lîrnely etîaughi
i itself, yet picturesque and strang :

little Vara Kavannah and lier sorraw-
fui charge, the funny record ai

Cleever'b boy, the liumapnities ai charrning
Celie Tennant, the hieraism i Muçkle Alick,
.tnd thie ý,agaries ai hie nmal' general. Tliere
are black rc,.ards in the book, thiat make us
%%iiice-t.e bald, grini records ofilow, crime-
fuI lives ; yet tliese but offset the briglîtness
tliat camies ai Cleg's hunioraus ventures in
hb steady aidance uipward.

IlCleg Kelly " %vill become a type, since
lie represts nit an abnormal creation, but
a tlioroughly natural, hecalthy bit ai Street
ignorasil;e in bad eti%' ratiiett reaching up
in unconscious heroisni for the best in lis
outlook, and guarded alw~a)s by a lîumor-
aus phîilosoplîy.

Tlie book is written with ail af Mr.
Crockett's %igour y %%hile .. humnoraub
vagaries ai Cleg's sense aijustice, especially
an li% effort tt> kcep debit and credit accoutt
%,ith luis irietîd. and focs balanced, prevent
tic dark early background frani becorning
oppressive.

"CIeg Tehl1v, Arab of tise City," by S. R. Crockctt
\Vnu. Briggs, Toronto'.
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