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OUILOOK OF THE COMING EALF-YEAR

The Timber ZTvades Jcurnal says:—The
Board of Trade returns for June wore not isaned
in timo to be taken notice of in the presant
numberof the Timber Tyades Jour nal,but the ex-
gntion of the first six months ef the current
yoar, novertheloas, calls for & few remarks as to
the aapects of the trade and the indications
with which it begins the second balf of the
year, 1883,

Wo have already pointed out that the sesson
has been full of contradictions, anc we may add
that the usual effects have not followed causes
with that regulac succession which generally
enables experience to predict, with tolerable
accuracy, how things are golng to rule in the
immediate futurs, Take our Liverpool report
published 1ast week as an example. With a

continuenos of moderation in the import trade
we nalurally look for an Improved dér.and aud
firmer pricec, especially when.there isa tenden.
cy to risa in the rates of freight.  But no, these
looal advmugu appear to be of little or no
socount in Liverpool, for the ropggt begins by
stating that they have “‘uot affscted prices to
any material degree.” It claims some credit for

tise of two or thres shillings per load has ta'ken
place.” This statement is aupplemented by an
sdmiseion that the timber market had been
“for some time in & depressed condition,” and
that the advance wovld “‘be welcomod by im.
porters.” There is no question of a better state
cf things now existing at Cardiff than the
trading authorities have been previously able to
recognise since the reason began, and us Cardiff
is & kind of local metropolis which gives the
cus to an oxtensive district, s trade ruvival
there reanimates the whole of the south coast
of Wales from Newport to New F .ven. We
may, therefors, sasume that trade on the north.

m aide of the Bristol Channel is in a much

more satisfactory state than it haa been forsome
months past.

Crowsing over to see what is doing at the

Rreat emporiums of the esat cosat, wo got at
the followivg parsgraph in our lsat wesk's
‘Hull report:
for its scarcity of Canadian birch, mahogany, |'
and best Quebes )ine, and, if holders can
be found for these goods, the prices are very
high,»

““This market i3 romarkable

Aud further on we are told that at West

‘ward, to persist in belisving that the timbor

an improvement in the price of spruce deals
and birch timber, but the trsde in Liverpool
must be thankful for small inercies if 1t is satis.
fisd to.see the beet sizes and qualities of St.
John.deals fetching no more at the publio sales
than £7 7s, 6d., while the highest price to be
got for x9 did not exceed £7 Bs. per Petsrsburg
standard, or at least 5 per cent. below the pub.
lio sale prices thers twelve tonths ago, and
they were understood at that time to be nelling
badly. It is also intimatet! that tonnage for the
spruce deals ports was not 20 essily obtained as
usual, yot the average price of the dealssold by
Moeasirs. Mackay on the 22nd ult. was not more
Last year it was made to ap-
pear s if the supply of spruce were really
falling off, as the shipments from €hs lower
ports fell away considerably in comparison with
those of 1881, But it scems to have been not
for want of the goods out there -s0 much as
buyers on this side, or a paying market to send
them to. For, instead of a diminished supply
this year, which would be the case if the dif>
ficulty lay with the lumberers in getting out the
usual quantity, it is scen that shipments up to
date are' far greater than they werc then, In
B} hct, the returns from Miramichi for spruce and
ping have more than doubled upon Isst year at
thiy tims, the figures being, for 1883, up to 14th
June, 28,304,606 feet super., apainst 1882, 13,

than £7 2s. 64,

015,098 feet, and it is doubtleas the evidence of
this,{tct which keeps down the price on thisside.
For who'will speculate in a material which ia
already coming. forward faster than it is likely
o be wanted ?

But ‘the sales recorded in the Clyde in the
same number present the trade under a far
more favorable complexion. Some pine deals,
all the way from Oconto, in Wisconsin, fetched,
for bash sizes-sold by Mesars, Edmiston &
Natehells, at Glasgow; on the 25th ult.—~3s. 8d.,
and even 8s. 9d,, per cubic foot, the ‘Isst price
being at the rate of nearly £31 per Petersburg
standard ; while 2ods, from ths same locality,
fotched 3. 9d, or as much as £2213s. 9d. per
Petorsburg standard ; and 1st ends, 6 to § feet,
did not go-under £24 15s. Even 4th quality
regulars went to neatly £10, Norwerian and
othe? battens also fetched fairly remunerative
prices, though, coming by way of Grange-
mouth, they had to pay larger proportionate
{reights, and this too in the face of n larger
importatiofi both at Glasgow and at Grange-
mouth,

At Greenock, bowever, things, were less
promjsing. ‘Waaey bourd timber at 1s 10d.
per foot cube ix a shilling below prices that arve
not uncommon at Glasgow.

The object is to cowe at the prevailing tone
ol the trade in various localities in. order to
aacertain to which side, for better or for worse,
the balance inclines. Now Cardiff has been
complaining of dulness in the timber trade
throughout the spring ; but all at once it turned
about and began to look at things.in quite a
different light, ‘‘merchants are clearing out
thelr ytocks with: more rapidity, and some are
again in the market for buying.” Again, * the
market both for mining timber and pit-props
shows a great deal more anfination, and a smart

o

Hartlopool *‘a very rapid development of
activity has besn witneased in this markot since
our laat week's report. As about fifty ships
had arrived in the inlerval tuis might mean
morely that & good deal of work was going on
in discharging and landing their cargoes. DBut
on this point we are not long left in doubt, for
we bave the following affirmative explanation :
** A» regards the demand, an active trade is
doing from the ships discharging. Undoubted.
ly the stocks in the interior of the couutry are
at a very low ebb, as from all the shipments
large quantities are going away inland from the
quayside,” It is seldom that our correspondents
commit themselves to circumstantial optimism,
Their testimony may therefore be accepted
without reservation when they boldly declare
an impmvement and give a substantial reason
for it in the same puragraph. Nor are thero
wmhng equally favorable conditions of the
trads in Great Grimsby, which Jast year was
thought to have 1mported mors wood than was
good for it in its attempu to contest with Hull
for pre-eminence in trade of the Humber. Up
to the end of May, Grimaby bad not imported
anything like half the quantity that it did lsst
year., And what is the cry now? “We are
surprised at the small amount of arrivals for
the time of the year, and cannot think the
weather has been the case of no more slnpa
coming to port, as we are well aware there is a

good demand for all kinds of timber and yellow
pine especially. .

greater amount of arrivals next week.”

. We hope to chronicle a

This ropmenw.ion of the state of trade in

Grimsby requires no comment. When a port
that was understood only a few weeks back to
be overflowing atill with its 1ast year’s suppliesis
anxiously looking for further arrivals (and some
heavy ships had just been annouuoed too) we
need not sk any further queohom a8 tothe pro
gress of business there. In tho Tyne and the
Wear also the reports are favorabls, and the
shortness of the supply in comparison of the
jmportation of lat year is. spoken of in both as
if there were already, or would shortly be,
plenty of room for more,

The Scottish ports on the east cosst, from

Leith to Aberdeen,.scem t0 be inno wunt of
trade, and in no apprehension of supply exceed-

ing the demand. Nor can we detect anywhere
that continuance of dulness in the trade which
was 20 marked im the early months of the
year. On the contrary it appears in all direc.
tiona that there is a considerable revival of
business and that the retardation of the spring
shipmants abroad haa had all the beneficial

ffects at howne that we predicted for it

So mnuch has been said of the spirit!sss nature
£ the fwpart trade, and {he general dulness
rev-dmg the country, that it soemod desirable

to inquire a little more closely into the question
and ascertain from recorded facts whether there.
were any gounds for expecting the latter part of
the year to be wiore propitious for the. trade
than its beginning.

Nor has the result been unsatisfactory.

Without a critical inquiry, from place to p)wo,
sad giving undoe importance to isolated cir
cumstances, it has becn consjdered sufficient to

-

regulation was kicked against vigorously by the

take tho prominent factarecorded by reaponsible
ropreseutatives of the trade in some of our
chiet depote—whose statements are open to
contradiction if they ars colored with their owh
peculiar viows, and do pet (airly record the facts
that are taking place in the teade of the port
they are speaking of, Of thess the reader can
forma his own judgment. But it seems absurb,in
theface of the extracts wo have hers brought for-

trade is not in as fairly a thriving condition
now as it has heon at this tims of the year for
many seasons paat.  Whatever may have beex
the trade of the mpring, thut of the autumn is
likely to rostore its equilibrium, Let us hope
also that it will render the yeax, as » whole,one
to be romembesed, aa by no means among those
that were unfavorable to this branch of trade,
and that important section of the community
who have invested their skill and their oapital
in it

NRW BRUNSWIOK,

Tho St. John, N. B., correspondent of the
Moutreal Gazetle writes as tollows :—Tho Crown
1ands aré tho principal source of locsl revenue
which the provinco possesses,.and their mansge.
ment is one of the most onerous tasks of the
provincial exeentive. The usual war botween
large aud small operators goos on, and there is
the customary tendency toward waate of lum.
ber on the partof temporary lessees. The late
Govornment, for the purposs of hreaking the
power of the timber;rins to some extent, sold
licsuses to cut for one year only, thus expoeing
the operator to competition every year. This

larger number of operators, who protested that
they would be prevented fromm making neces-
sary improvemeuts, such as the clearing out of
streams for driviog pucposes, if they had no
guarantee for more than a year's tenure.  The
Government remained firm, however, and no
disastrous consequence followed the adoption of
the short-lease rule. *The big men bought tim.

ber berths as usual, and the little men squeezed
in botween them and secured small areas. I
am told by many small operators that the one
year regulation has been baneticial to them in
many ways. They say that the Jumbos of the
business have been more gracious to them, more
tolerant of them,and much more disposed to
give them sub-contracts on fair terms when
there was the possibility of their bidding on
the land and opersting upon it on their own ac.
count. Thechangeof Government waseffected,
to some extent, by the influence of the lumber
kings, and the new men wore asked to display
their gratitude to the McLeods, Gibaone, Snow-
balls, Kings and others, by selling ten-year
leasss of timber berths, The new regulations
have just been published, and show an attempt
to compromise between the dsmands of the con.
flicting interests. Two sets of licenses ave:
The first is for ane year, with the right of re-
newa! for the two following years, which is
really a three.yearlicense. The dodge of calling
it a one-year licenss is merely a quibbling at-
tempt to make believe that the one.year
principle has not been wholly abandoned. Al
long-time li are [aactically on the same
plan. Thst 3 the holder pays every year, and
abandons it when he ceases to find it profitable,”
Aftor this substitution of the threo-year for the
ons year Jicenses, which, it is fondly hoped, will
not be too displessing to the emall-fry lumber-
men ; an attempt is made to keep the promiss
to the ear and break it to the sense in regard to
the long licenses that were promised the big fish
in reward for campaign services, Five year
licenses aro offersd with the proviso that those
who accept thermn must pay $1.25 per thousand
stumpage instead of the eighty cents which
holders of the shorter licenses are asked for.
This is the largest official joke of the season,

but the lumber kiugs will hardly amile at it or
own it. I am safe in predicting that not one
five year lease will be asked for or taken on the
terms proposed. It is abeurd on the face of it
to offer such conditions sa these to men of busi.

ness. ‘The Governuient organs graciowsly in.
timate that ten year'leates may be offersd, the
ltumpnge to be placed at $1.50, and the mileage
reduced, Thus will tho campaign promises be
kept, after & fashion,  If the Government can

stumpage, on condition of having a.ten year
lease, it will be perfectly justified in adopting
the long lease.principle, but I do not belisve
any such men are to be found—that is, it the
lauds are sold according to custom, subject to
the payment of sn upast price of $8 per squars
mile yearly, The hemlock bark policg of the
new Surveyor Geaeral has proved #o nnsatisfac-
tory that the Government orghns are meanly
laying the blame o its oppressive chaeacter o
the moalers. The new regulations require Pay-
ment uf stumpege, 1n addition to the bark tax,
ou'all the loga that ave feeled, without regad
to their fitneas for sawing, and, as a very large
percentage of the logu is perfectly useless for
sy purpose, the regulation is peculiarly oppres.
aive, There has-been, I know, a-great deal of
merchantable hemlock left in the woods to rot,
after having.been stripped of the bark, and the
regulation was, no doubt, inspired L a desire
to remedy this evil, but it should have: disorim.
inated between merchantable and \uehu logs.
This is a great hemlock countey, and 2% immanagy
businees i done in the shipping of bark and the
manufacturs of bark extract. The Iatter indus.
try, though of recent origin, has developed into
large proportions, and anything which should
cripple it would be a provincial loas of o amall
magnitude, The Messrs. J. & J. Miller & Co,,
whoss head offices are in London, and who have
oxtract factories in Hungary and Quotec, have
the most extensive works of this kind in New
Brunawick, the chiet of which is on the Mirs-
michi, where they keep two or three small
steamers almost constantly omployed in towing
bark scows to the factory and loads of extract
to the railway station, They are genisl, enter.
prisiug gentlemen, very popular with the large
ocomwmunities they afford so-much employment
to, and the Goveroment must sson sse the
necesaity of amending the regulations which in.
terfere so much with their business, The true
hemlock policy, in the opinion of those who
have given the subjsct much thought is the
placivg of an export duty on the bark, so as to
encourage its manufacture into extract or leub-
or before exportation,

YOUNG'S POINT.
From Our Cun Correspondent.

Tax FasrzsT T 4x oN Rroorp.—Thirty
thousand logs belor zng to Mesars, H. B. Rath-
bun & Son were bmngu. from the head of Stony
Lake to Young’s Point in six days by the well.
known foremsan, Robert Horan, and from
Mount Julien to Youngs Point with thirty
thousand ties with & hand capsin and foucteen
This is river driviog ex-

men in three days.
traordinary.
JuLizys’ LaNDING Mir.—The saw mill late.
1y burmned down owned by Mr. Hull, of Lake.
field, is, it is said; to be rebuilt this fall. Its
destruction by fire was a great loss to the sett.
lors in ard around that section of Burleigh.
Tax Daives.—There are no less than five,
12rRe drives between here and Lakefield. That
of Mesirs, Rathbun & Son has been oocupying
the entire river from Lakefield to Rice Lake for
the laat thres weeks, and very likely there will
be some fun before they complete their entire
lot of logs, as some of the drives behind then:
ave determined to have their logs run to their
respective mills without any more delay. One
or two foromen hoving already made threats to
ron into them and get mixed up, and sort out
at Harwood. The first to run to Lakefield is
Mr. Chalmers’ drive.of logs, P. Caasidy, fore-
man, en route to Hilliard’s wille,. Ullyott &
Saddler bave two large drivee, Jono. Barr and F.,
‘Bell, foremen, cn-roxte to Harwood mills.
Measrs. R. & G..Strickland: also have a drive
en route.to Lakefield mills. There are four
more drives besides -those enumerated to paas
through hecepwhich will complete the seacon’s
work. It is to be-hoped all will be run over
here before the A. C, A. begm theic camp in

Auguat.

A Goed Example.
Tho Quebec Chronicle says :—1It is with less-
ure we. notice that the Ontaxio Government,
following the exsmpls of seversl States tnthe
Union, and pérhaps quickensd to action by the
stope taken bythe Quebec Ministry, has turned
its-attention to the important subject of Fores-
try no far an that science relates to the consep

find anybody-to pay $3,50 per thousand ae

vation and propsgation of ‘trees,

’ a



