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PINR PLANTATIONS,

Ino*his officinl?roport Mr. R, W. Dhipps gisce

Vhe following account of his personal inspect on

of pine plantations on the Massachuacita

All thin country around was uccupicd long
ngo Ly the catliost sottlera—the mor. of the
Mayflower period, Thia 1» the *“old colony "
of Massachusetts,  This rolling land near the
woa wan rich, was heavily forsted, was clead,
cropperl and ro-cropped, till ita fertility was
&one.  Loug lince of ruineus stano fences, con-
taric« nld, yecali the perioad when the sl was
worlh euch careful dluimon. Much of 1t had
Jong Luin idle and barren. the home of a fow
wadering sheop, in gre s of wind-swopt
hilla and hollowa, « s -heltoret placea,
mome growths of v . popi.e. Jusy here
wm pectliarly barren.  Swonty five searm s
one gentleman, Mr, Fay, bepan to plant pane
roes Jargely, Ao atudl more Jutgedy to xow therr
woed broaduwt. Many folluwed hun example,
and grovesgprung up in all dircctions.  Thero
arée now mare than (on thousand acree of pine
ylantations, rown or planted, in thi- vicinity
alone, many of thom containing trees forty foet
§n height.

This plansing has greatly sheltered and un,
proved the country, und resettlement—the
soflox of tho claarof remdents beforo mentionad
~—followed fast on the growth of tho treca. In
one plaoe X wan shown what conclusively proved
ghecase of treo planting on ailla to hold mois.
ture, *‘This twenty ncres,” said one reaident,
“* which, a8 you roe, is high land, when trecloas,
every spring pourad down such floods aa filled
all the dee) gullis around. Now that T have
had it for yeara in groveaof pines, the moisture
s beld in the land, and thero are no torrents
in spring whatover. Tho water goes the yoar
round ¢o nourish the crecks.” Tho result of
planting in this districtis, in fact, that whilo
here twenty yaars ago waslittlo but o guccession
of bleak and barron hills, thore ix now such
scenery as my first paragraph described. Nor
are the plantod groves of small oxtent, Ono
gentleman, showed me eighty, another ono hun-
ded and twonty acree. in ono block each,
planted by themselves, of rich pine plantations,
the trees boing 30 and 40 feot in height.

What I want to give my readers an idea of s
the way in which this result was sceured,
Either the scod wns sown broadeast or "¢
rough pesturo ficld, or it was sown 1. .
botlom of plough furrows run across the field
five feet apart and covered half an inch, or the
small pines wero tfkon less than a foot in hoight
and planted with tho apado five foet apart cach
way. Theee methoda have cach met with ox.
cellsat success,  The 1and is a light and rathor
barren sandy lonm, much of tho same kind as
ouar poorest Ontario soils. As to tho kinds used,
they aro tho Scottish, Austrian, Corsican and

+ our own nativo whito and rod pincs. Planting
\ and sowing are onch dono in early epring.

Thero i8 no raason why theso methods should
no$ mieceed in Ontario.  Whoever wants a good
plsntation along tho north or west of his lot, or
has anywhoro—in gully, or fiold, or hillside—
land which gives little return, conld not do bet.
jter than sow it with pinoscod. It is cnsily ob-
teined, casily sowed, and in a fow years the
annual thinniaga will give all the pinc fuol he
cant use, and sticks for many building purposcs
besides, while as shelter tho trees will be inval
wable, C7ords can hardly tell the difference in
clizoate obtained bya thick pino weod along the
and wost of a farm,  Of courso if the
Hpuiu be disposcd to purchare young ecedlings
—which can Lo had at less than a cent apicco
—ho saves soino yeara, IBBut many rough
placos could bo much more castlyZrown than
lanted,

Jamos . Bowditch, Eaq., mrivmthe following

{vatuable statiatics in refererco to theee plan.
tations :—

' Xt in hero wo find the mative pitch pinea
Pinus Regida)grown from rced almost an easily
as tho ordinary gardon vegetablis, the sundy
soil and niolst atmosphers favunng its ontly
growth, No old planter on the Cape would
think of planting as.inge; he nvariably sews
tho sted, Now, where an thest plautations,
how aro they managed, and w™r-. aro Wio ywners ?
Lot us bogin at tho ead of the Cape avd work
south,

A fivo [hours “drivo)from Boston "on the Old
Colony milroad bringa you to north Truro, the
noxt town to Provinoctown, at tho extreino end
of Copo Cod. Near hero wo find twenty
different partion whoso plantations cover in thoe
aggregate 662 ncree, nll planted from scold, and
all conmating of the coininon pitch pines, in the
various stagos of growth, from 1 inch to 15 or
20 foet. As our objoct is to know just how
thesn plantations ‘aro culttvated artificially, we
will oxplain briefly in dotail.

Ten years' ago theso well nigh barren and
entirely profitless lands could be purchased for
25 cents per acre, now, 1n tho eawe unimproved
condition, they are worth n no casg lessthan
£2 per acro; not & vory heavy price you may
think, but when a man solls by the hundred
acres it makes a differonce in the value receivod.
Theso brond acres have urnally no vegetation
whatover, save a light growth of the coarso
beach grans, and, m somo localities, tho low-
~preiling poverty grass, so-called, and a hittlo
Mogs,

In inust cawe thero 18 no fencing whatover,
a fact groatly to tho advantago of tho planter in
hia profit nccount; tho division line betweon
different owners being ‘requently a simplo
plowed ridge. Wo now have the land for
planting.

Juat before tho first hoavy frost, usually the
Intter part of October, the soed is gathered in
burrs, balls or conea (thus varionsly called) from
the pitch pine treos, put up in barrels or boxes,
away from mico and squirrels, in a cool place,
and before spring thoy willhave moetly opened,
whon thoe soeds ean casily bo ta*en out, Somo
people heat themn a trifle in the oven to make
the scod render a trifls more casily, butitis a
dangerous practice, and likely to injure the gor-
minating power.,

From ono to throe.quarters of o pound of
clean seod is amplo to plant an acro of ground.
They may bo planted at any time in the year,
but probably the best timo is early epring, as
s0on as frost is out of tho ground. Tho method
now mosat genorally followed, where from 10 to
30 acrea are to be planted, is to run a plough
ovor the whole track, turning a single moedium
furrow, the furrows being five or six feet apart.
A fow planters mako the distance apart four
foet ; o few from cight to ten feet.

Tho sced is cithor planted by hand in hills
nbout three feot apart, dropping three or four
sceds in u place, and just covering it very
slightly with earth, with a hand hog, or a
regular sood planter is used, The latter is
probably the easier method, the one most gen-
enally practised, and often quito as successful as
the more laborious hand planting. A boy may
foll w after and cover any sced loft exposed, I
fi o cost of planting is variously cstimated
3 m 3 to 85 per scre. The market value
for sved Inst soason on the Capo ranged from
S§1.25 to S1.90 per pound. It takes about s
bushol of cones to render a pound of sced.
After planting, no furthor cars whatover is
given to thoe aren o stocked 1n most cases.  In
sowo places thero may be gaps fifty feot long,
but these spaces fill up in timo of thomselves
from sceds of the young growing trees, If you
bire & toam and drivo ovor the country, a look
at tho various plantations wil) abundantly »o-
My an interested observer. A fifteen acre
pivco with trees about threo or four yaars old,
said tu belong to Mr. Harvey Colhns, scemed
very thick and thrifty.

Mr, John Honricks has tried tho following
treo sceds, nanely :~Whito and Norway spraco
(Alios Alba and A excelsa), white, Austrian,
Scotch and Corsican pines, (Pinus strobus, P,
austriaca, I, sylvesttis and P, laricio). The
experitnont wns madg In this wiso : A tolerably
good soil was well ploughed aud prepared, and
sced plarted ubout oao quarter of an inch deop
The wholo was covered with boards at firat,
raired slightly when the seeds sprouted. Tho
white and Norway spruco and white pine scods
scargely germinatod at all.  The other germin.
ated and grew woll, whero planted in cultivated
land or nurory rows. Whon plantoed in furrows
or hills 1n sward land, thoy suffered from
drought, and mado but shight growth, FProba.
Lly not over twenty ono por cout. of the hills
aronow standing,  The Scotch pine did some.
what tho bust,

-].". uxis‘n_ac_thod‘of‘ phntina. forcsts, whethor

by broadcast or furrow planting, it is necessary
of course, in order to covar the ground, at first
to raine far moro trees than are ultiniately need

od, and it has been long, a disputed queation
whethor it is best to let a young forest thin
itsolf, tho strungor trews killing, vut the weaker,
or whethor, after a tinio, to thin out artificinlly.

Sotno gentlemen hiere aro of opanion that it is
better to thin by hand, In eupport of this
opinion an ntereating illustration is given by
tho Hon, Lovi Dartlett, of New Hampehiro
In that state n tract und been cleared and
burned over m o very dry season, abuat the
yoar 1,800, Tt imanediately sceded it I with
white and Nurway pince, and about twenty fise
years after came into his pussossivn. e at
once thinnod vut the gruwth on about two acres,
taking ovor half tho number of tho suallest
troes, tho fuel much mone than paying the ex-
penscs of cloaring off.  From that time nething
was dono with tho lut lur the neat twenty S
yeats—having aold it, bowever, during that
ttmo. Upon cxamining it he found that, by o
carofu? catimate, tho lot which had been thin
ned was worth at loast a thinl more per acre
than the rost which had boen left. It wan
worth at that tim. at least 8100 per acree 1o
thought that had tho land been judiciously
thinned yearly. enough would havo boon obtain
ed to havo paid the taxcs and intercst on the
purchase, abovo tho cost of cutting and draw.
ing out, bemdes brnging the whole tract up to
tho valuo of the two acres which had been
thianed out,

At tho timo whon this part was thinned,
twenty-five years from tho seed, he took a few
of the tallest, about eight inches on tho stump,
and forty to fifty foct high, and hewcd them
on ono sido for rafters for n shed, At the noxt
twenty-five years, fifty from tho sced, he and
thoownor estimatad that the treea left on the
two acres would averago six or vight fect npart,
They were mostly Norway pines, ten to
twonty inches in diamcter, and eighty to one
hundred foot high. He was greatly surprisod
seven or cight ycars after to sce the increase
of growth, especially the two acres thinned 30
yeara before, The owner had denc nothing,
except occasionnlly cutting a fow dead trocs.
It was now the opinion of boththat the portion
thinned ont was worth twice as much as the
other ; not, howvover, that thero was twice tho
amount of wood on the thiuned portion, but
from tho extra sizo and length of the treos and
their enhanced value for boards, logs and tim-
ber. There were hundreds of Norway and
white pincs that could be hown or sawed into
squaro timber, from forty to fifty feet in longth,
suitable for the framos of large houses barns
and other buildings. There aro some dead
trees on the two acres thinned at an carly day,
but they were only small trees shaded out by
the large ones. On the part left to aatures
thinnicg, thers was a vastly greater number of
dead treos, many of them fallen and ncarly
worthless, Of the dead trees standing cords
might bo cut, well dried and excellent fur fuel,
Estimates wero made that this woodland would
yicld 350 cords of wood, or about 150,000 fect
of lumber per acre. Allowiug that these were
tos large, the real amount must have brought a
very largo profit on the investment.,

Tho opinion of leading planters of trees here
of sowing or furrow is that, though not eo
successful with these, uwing to the strung sea
gales, as the pitch and Scotch pino, yet that
the white or red pine would grow well from
seed, by either mnethod, in Ontario.  As before
remarked, thero is much land in Ontario, s1de
hills, wasto sandy plaing, bumnt lande, and %o
on, where, if successful, the oxperiment would
prove most valuable, If the ground bo such as
to receive tho sveds—that 18 not o sod or hard
clay—broadcast will do; if harder a furrow is
casily made. Tho shade of surrounding weeds,
if not too dense, will not injure—a partisl
shade, in fact, is always beneficial.  Wherever
tho pino trees are being cut down tho large
conea could bo oasily gathered, and jut away
till apring in a dry place, srcure from mice
when the woods will casily doip out.  There
ia no rcason why this should not be done over
much land, useluss now, Lut which would then,
for shelter aud ultiniate woud, be very valualle.

Sabscribo for tho Cavapa LunuenyaN.]

GATHERING IN SOUTHERN PINK

A dispatch from Now Orloans, of July 4tk
aays :=On Monday lsst 20,000 acros of pino
lands werv entered in o bicdy in Caleasion and
Vernon parishoa in this stato by a finn from
Grand Rapids, Mich. During tho last three or
frur yeary wostern firms, nainly from Chicsgo
and Michigan, have gubbled up all the gowd
pino land in this atate and Misaissippl. Thia
haa bocu done so quictly that the local saw mill
men nwoko to the fact that alt the good tinbor
in Louisiaun had been cornorod by Chicsgo
dealers.  The fiacal yoar for the Louisiana land
ofticc expired June 30th. V¥rom 1882 to Juny
30th, 1836, no less than 1,160,633 ucres of ping
Innds have been purchased, Inrgoly by western
speculators And invoatora.  This includes ono
fourth of tho long leafod pino lands of Touisiana
and about onc half of what the Govormnent
owns in the state.

As the Iand entered is all soloctod, it natur
ally emhraces the best.  What remains unsold
is generlly of inferior quality and poorly
wanded.  The purchasers sent surveying parties
down here to oxawine and roport on the yellow
bine »f the south, tho quality of the lumberand
tho valuo of tho Jand, Theso reports wore
favorablo and tho western mon wont to work
at onco buying right and lofe, but vory quietly
and without attracting attention. The cust of
theso initial surveys and scloctions was only
$70 000. Tho lands themselves were purchasod
from the Govermnent at $1.25 an acro and pro
bably cost the purchaser altogether not over $2
per acre, making tho total coet of these tracta
$2,300,000. They will averago 10,000 foot of
merchantablo timber to the acre, 11,600,000,000
inall, or nearly one-half tho amount of long-
Ieafed yollow pino in Louisiana. Tho lumbur
at tho mill 18 worth $7.50 per M feot, so that
the ownors of thoso lands can hopo to receive
$50,000,000 for their purchase, even if thero
should bono impravement in tho value of thoir
Iumber, whidh is highly probable, It will by
secon, thercfore, that thoy have made extremoly
good investinents, from which thoy may be
oxpected to roceive handsome profits at an carly

day.

’{he systems pursued in Louisiana has been
similarly carricd out in the Mississippi and
Texas, In Mississippi western men have bought
775,000 acres of pine lands, and in Toxas 900,000
acros. Thero have been recently large ship-
ments of this southern pine north, Ouly a fow
wecks ago 3,000,000 feut of it woro shipped on
ono contract to Philadolphia, while Toxas is
sending a largo quantity to supply Kansas and
other prairio portions of the far west. But
comparatively littlo has been dono to dovelope
theso lands, and the purchasers scein disposod
to make no attempt to do so, but to wait for an
increased demand for lumber and improved
prices in consequence of a smaller supply from
the westorn states, like Michigan,

Tho recent heavy purchases have been due to
the fear that Congress would withdraw the
lands from the market and place them aumong
the homestead entrics. Tho investors are ac-
condingly taking up all the best lands eo as to
secure them before congross passes ono genoral
law prohibiting the sale of tracts larger than a
few hundred acres. This they have very offoct-
ually done, and Chjeago, Saginaw and Grand
Rapids capital will contrel *21e lumber industry
of the vouthwest as effectually as it does to day
the lutnbering in Michigan and the west.

—————

Operations onthe Saguenay.

LurBiC, July 17.—Numbers of vessels are
loading this year in the Qaguenay for the
nccount of Mossre, Price Bros. & Co. The cut
of Jogs in tho Saguenay district was very large
Iast winter, and in most of tho cstablishmeuts
on tho North Shory, operations were conductod
entirely on Messra, Price Bros.’ account. In
tha vicinity of Chicoutitni threo huadrad thous.
aud logs woro cut, and froin Grande Baie from
gixty to cighty thousand At St. Etienno Bay
the cut wasover a hondrod and twenty thous-
and logy, the St. Marguerite river, and at Sault
au Uochon eighty-ono thonsand. At the littlo
Bergeronnes, cightoen thousand logs have boon
cut. Tho Mossrs. Prico havo also Lought tho
deals produced by the logs cut by tho English
Company of the Seiguiory of Nillo Vacuoe, the

sito of wlioso oporations is Portncuf on bas.
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