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lJlysses leaves his kingdom, his well-carned repose, bis wife and
son -to- exchange- for bis -sceptre, -the -oar ; for rest, toîl -and watchfulness;
for bis farnily, perhaps the- chili -embraqes of thie ingnlflng Sma. The
Grramnmarian, wvhen a -%vasted youth bas -gone, Icaves tuie -ivorld's allure-
nients ; forsakes irnen's pity; disregards his body's eall for rest; scois
at disease's wüirning, and with resohîte choice, gives up, the %vorld to
solve its- meanîng; forsakes JÂfe's arms that lie inay read ber heart-
deeiding not to, live, but knuw.

Alike t1hcy counted nothing dear-ail things, hut -dross-that they
-iiîglbt obtain. tliis- lnoledge, TJlyssscoruis 'his people; -,nock-at prof-
fered. ease_; finds in the recollections of past -achievernents -oniy an invi-
tation- from the future, ini the bellying sail, a beckoiiing band, in -the
waning -day and nioaning ocean--voiees ëhidingr inciteinents to, hastert
ere HaS pursuit of the I[deal be -overtTken by the swifter feet of I)eatlî.
The Grammarian. finds the worMd -which, had seemed bis -host -these many
ytars in reality a- gaokr-witli wbom. he «grapples bent -on escaping," yet
in ecaping,, be-nt -too -on wretinülg froin. the world the s-ecret wbose xery
exi.stenehad-so-far heen- hiddet from 1dm. Ease, il-esandliheit.solf- he
spurns. Even over the grave he triinmphs. To lillysser, the sound- of
I)eath's inexorable footfall was the -one summons to forego pursuit
which li e could flot -gainsay. But -to the Grammarian DeRth cornes,
God's huessenger, herald of powver -to achieve success. God's band is
now% about to tun -the page wlierp -the sentence unfinishcd bore, will
reach its-close, and the mnaxling-of-life be, revealed.

Suci -%vas the character of their pursuit. But even. such a pursuit
is not in itself noble. It must be the pursuit of a high ideal.- Sucb an
ideal these meni pursued. Novalis, has, said (quoted in lfaeterlinck's -es-
say on Emnerson) "The only thing in life tliat matters is -the merch for
tlie trancedental self."- The ult.iiate thing in life is Iifes mcaniug. -To
selr it is dJie one thing worth doing, -to know~ it ifl -unriddle the unii-
Veýrse. To accept 111e is to miss living, and mnans bigliest joy as %vol as
bis sternest duty lecs-in -the quest of an answ%,ýt-r for the Sphinx's riddle.

But does t.he method of the pursuit i-atter ? U1lysscs "eks to, lind
lifé's mcaning in t'he objectiv.e world-in the world of things. ife lias
expressed itscif fit institutions-it is shaped by environmnent. What la
it fliat exhibits itself in cities of men, -in custoina, -manners, governments?


