
OUIR SAI3fATFI SCIIOOLS.

OUR SABBATH SCHOOLS.
TIIIIEIR nioxentous -%orth, as a part of our eduîcational
lappaatus, is universally adrnittcd, axîd the good tlîey

have bepen the ilneans of elletixîg, incalcullable. But a higher
dlugrceouf ellidirîîiy than lias over yet buen attained is iiiust
dusira>le, and xîîuist ho sought ani reache 1.

Trhe ttdv.ii.nctiot of the oducatioual standard on at bands
necussitates tlîis ; and especially the fact that is hocomning
incrcasingly patent, that; to the Christian Church prinuipally,
if not eoclusively, rntust va look for the rcligious instruction of
Vite youxîg.M

Preparation classes arcenjînshi Tbey are net I3s
important to our techlers thait is preparatory trainingu to
mnisjters, aud. should bc as conscieutionsly attcudod to.
Wlîcre posssble-and I mluet bo pardonci if, conisitdering tho
importance of the inattor, 1 say it ouglit to bo mîado possible,
even at a largo cost of time, and strength, and tbonght-it
*latld bo ini thc luands of the ininister. Thius is about ail lie
.*-aii (Io, autuvcly, for the school ; but witli this, and by bis
.Counsel, aud synipathy, and frequent rt ferenco to the teachors
and thoir charge, in bis prayers andi preaching, hoe ivill keep
the fact of thecir existence auJ opcrations before his ownri mind
anîd the ininds of his people. For otlîcriise, in theso dlays of
separate services, the majority of the congregatien would know
little about thein, and think and pray less.

1 wislî I could iniprcss the minds of teachers w% ith my owvu
estimiate of the vast importance of their work, and au aken a
trcmibhng tlrea-d of the responsibility they assume, which

* li,)tld lead to mo8t determined efforts to meect it by diligent
prprain. Thcy msust have this laid uipon, thein as a

seln i ty, froin the prayerful and c nsceontinus observance
of wvhich there must bo no sbrinking.

Resuits of Sabbath-school tcaching, tliough thuy arc great,
are xiothing to what, considering tihe amornt of inacbiuory at
wIork, wo bave a righit to look for. Our tvatcfliwt ord îuîuist be,

-"A more inct-iucted, disciplined, specially trainel class of
teacher's; awd so a ilinte efficient etaft of 'okr.

It is not s0 muci an in-.rease in the numnber, as tao efficiency
of those who teareh, I desire. Gidleon's threo hunidrod mon
are better fitted for the wvork assigned Liemn than tho ton
thouisantil, or even the th)irty -t%,o thousend would bave beuxi,
-%vitii-uut the required qualification. It bocomnes a, inatter that
iniperativ'c1y demande the most auxious considoration of ail
interested, how te raise the stindard of Sunday-school
iin-tructio'i s0 as to make it more effective.

The innst natural metbod of accomplishing tli*e is to raise
the stasndard of env teachers. Tboey must bo much stiperior
in knnw1eigo to tlie vh in they in i'ruct, or thcy will never
draw or 1,e th Inng l order to secure this superiority,
there nsu-t be more of our best ednuated mon and womon

enae n the work ;so tlîat it Bshah axot ho left aimost
c nly withL ti'e exception Of tho officers, to the younger

inmembers of our ehurches.
1ar bo it from nie to think otberiwise tlîan gratefally of the

selF-denyiiig labours of tiioso young people who give the best
<part of the best day to this work. Thoir motive, in n=est
instances, I doubt not, is praisewortby and pure. But good-
ness of intention is net cnough far a inechanic te work with;
there must ho -oodces of tools, and materials, and ekill, or
lie wiil turil ont a poor article. So wlîile, with tho Sunday-
sehool touchier, excellcncY of motive is an important qualiica.

î tion, that alonoe is uot sutficicut. Thore must bo knowledge cf
-1 hie business, and skiil ini the work lie undertakes; aud tlîis

eau1 oniy be lookcd for as the resuit of iudicions training.
ITho above is an excerpt from the v'ery able addross dchivcred

IbY Dr. Aveling as ehairinin of the Congregational Union,
.~?ly9, 1S73. Sec IlWitii the Fold. 12(ndon : Hodder.)

Dii,(LE\c.-We find iu Scripturo that most of the mani-
festations of thse %vil of Go'qd made to ominent saints took
p"'ce whlîo tboy wcre busy. M,\oses ie keepiug bis fatbor's

~ock whou ho sees the hurnîîîg bush ; Josimua is going round
a-ibout thse City of Joniche wlcn hoe meets the angel of tho

'ý Lord ;Jacob is in prayer, and the augol of God appears to
rhîi ; Gideois is tlîrcsbuîg, and Elisha ie pioughing, -wbcn tho
Lord catis thons ; Mýatthow is at the receipt of customs w~hen
li-e s bîddon te follew Jesus ; andj James -and Johnar nd
n tlîeîr nets. The .Aliinighty Lover of the seuls of mon is
not wont te manifest huînsolf te idle porsons. Ho who is
alothîni and inactive Cannet expeet te bave the 8ewect Coin-
-pany of bis Saviour.-a'Zy Days.

OUR WORK.
A FEWV WORDS TO SENIOR SCIIOLAPS.

A MAN in our uîighibourhood bas got a vory lai-ge and
£-% aluablo proporty, but lie lives miîles away, and 8ehdoîn

coince to inspeet it pcrsoriaily. And yot lies' orderly cvery.
thn e fnces. are kept ini good reopair ; gates are %voit liting,

laiidlns are proporly etîltivatet , hcast and elieep wvant net for
aîiytliing-how is it T Yon eay, «"Oh, Mr. So-aîid-So, the
landiord, bas a friend, who loeks afttsr tise etate qîsito as
%voit as hie couîd luixsolf." Whlat ebould we say if tlîîngs oms
tlîat estate wouît te decay anid muin? :Should we net say the
mani wsho eught to look after the ostate, huit who does net, àu
al foc ratiier thxan a friend ? Jesus bas got the largest and
îîîost valuabie estate in the %vurld ; it me cald Ilis kiugdom,
"the Churcli, wlmich. He bath, îurchased with, lis blood ; "

huit this ostate Hie lias te a large extorit eiitrutte tte care
anîd vigilance ef Bis friende. Amid what work is thiere te do
Siîeep and iambs te ho fed, biouses of prayer, as sehools and
chapels and cliurclîes, to ho huit and kept ini presorvation;
fonces to kcep eut theo volves muest ho attondcd te, and the
proper cultîvation of the entiro ostate carried on moment by
mnomjent. I wvondcr, thon, wiiat the an"els think of soe
%%,lie eau tiiemeelves friende of ,Jesns. L'mîey don't proach,
they caunot teaeh ini tihe ecisol, they cansot reprovo suti,
liever black it is ; in faut, they arc completoly helpiese,
thoy cannut do auytliing ; anîd %lîat tbey wvîll do wben the
Master shahl say, "lGive an acceunt cf thsy stetvardship, for
thon inayest ho ne longer steward," 1 canuot tell. 1 thîuk 1
eau gns wbat angoels say as tiîey sec the friend-3 of Jesus

pryîsworking, livinig, giving, iooking afteî' this fonce and
that gate, feoîiig thîis laînb adwatchîng ov'er thiat shep.

I thnk a g wouîtIi eay, " l's. tiiose are the good
steov. .rd ; aud Eunt tu theui Jcens will say, - 'T'hou hast
hooti faithful oer few things, 1 wsll make thec rulor over
inany tbings : enter thon into the joy et thy l.ord."

Oh, lut us nover forget if we are the fruonde of 'lees we
inuA~ look aftcr Hlie interests. If ivo are neithor streîîg
eminh nor wviso enough, te repair the fonce, we can tell soine-
unie v. Ila is. If w'e are not sulliiiently couragons to frighten

*îuvay- the g: est .%olf of liell, wu eau sureîy tell tise Shephierd
of hie cruel intentions. If w'o cauînot tind nourishing food
for adulte, e au wve net feed thse iambe of tihe hlock ? If we
caunot niaie briglit with flewers aîsd lieavy wîth golden
grain the ptlots holomîging to our neigihours, wre eaui surely
enitivato -%vith greater assiduity, anid se miake our ewn hoarts
like the gardon of the Lord.

Lot everyone wbe reade this paper ho resoIl'ed nover te
trifis- with. the friendeiîip, of Jesus, nover to forfeit or lose it,
never to ho ashamed of ut or te lot it slip. Solomnon eays Ho
stieketis doser titan a brother; and tlîey are the wisest who
resolve te stick the most clesely te Josus tlsrongh sunshine
and tbr,)nxgh sboiwer, througb life and tbrough death. Jesus,
taking the baud of ail suob, %vill say, - 1eorasmnucli as yn
cnnfcss Me liofore mon, I alio comîfese you bofore My Father
and thse hloyangls."-Promi "Thic '1'acher's T/ucm""'" (Stock.)

WASH AND BE CLEAIt

X TERY' simple wvcre tiedirections given Xaaiuian, "«Go
wash iu ,Jordan seven times. " no e could ohey sncb a

cosuisel with the grcatest facility. And snrely notising eau
ho more witisin thso powor of feeble maortals thami the reqîxire-
ments of the Glospel.L\Ian le sisnply asked te trust in the
complotcd work, and ln tise consehing wvord of tihe world's
Rcedecmer. AIl obstacles have been reusovcd by Inlinits Love,
and man ie nowv told tîîat IlHe that believeth s eall hoe savod "
that Ilwbeoover believetis in Jesus shall net porisi but bave
everlastîng ife; » tlîat " 1if thon sbaît cenfes.e with thy moutis
the Lord Jesuus, ansd suait behieve witb tby beart that Coed
luatis raised Iiim fri the dead, tison. shait ho savcd ; "-and
tîxat Ilwbosoever will, inay take cf thme water of life fre.ely."
WVhat simpier terme could mnan pessibly desire ? 0f what

more practicable conditions eau the mmnd of nian ceneive?
Tisore lu nothing intnicato or embarrassing -nothing that the
litinhîet, the weakest, and the youngcst caunot grant--
nothiug dernandcd thsaï; man is net accustomedl overy day and
every heur te yield te bis fciiew man, witbout effort anîd
without solicitation. "«Go," &%id Elisha, "land wash i4


