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We leave Mr. Macgregors letter to make its
due impression, and we invite suggestions from
correspondents on this subject :—

Dzar Sir—

1 rejoice in the question putby your zealous
and much respested correspondent—** Why, asa
Church, we have not taken up the Sabbath ques- ,
tion 1 and the summoning togsther of the Synod's
Commitire, to deliberate concetning the matter 1™ |
I hail this as nn auspicious omen, as the com- {
menceiment of a brighter day, and ferveatly dn 1 :
pray that the Lord, the Spirit, may enable usto
embark in this cause with befitting energy, and to |
lift up a stondard against the enemy, wio threat- |
ens to trample under foot this Divine nstitution.

Let me state hriefly, one or two reasons why,
with all due deference to the opinions of my
brethrén, I think that the Church trusting to the

romised countensnce and ald of her Divine

ead, should enter upon this path as that of her |
pres'nt duty. .

First, the circumatances of the Church militant
throughiout the world, invite her to adopt this
course,

The present age, as it has been often ohserved,
is remarkable for a war of opinions. This con-
test hasbeen waged with such eamestness and
perseverance between the frieads of the {ruth, re-
vealed in the Word of God, on the one hand, and
the l;xgporten of the cunning inventions of the de-

ved and deceitful heart of man, on the other—
tween the spirial and authorised worship of
the living Gud, on the one hand, and the selfsim-
posed aad svperstijous practicds of idolatrous or
formal ceremonies ot the other, as to convincs us
t1at we have arrived at that “last time” foretold
by the epirit of prophecy, whea men should de-
partfrom the faith, giving heed 1o seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils. ‘Whils this contest has
mnged with varied success in that department of
the battie-field, on which the legions of infidelity,
and the arniies of the <ross have been opposed to
- egh other,—the gavernmentsaf the natione, which
have given their pawer to Aoticnrist, and the sel-
fish worldlings who are hasiening to be rich, bat
not towa-ds God, have bern no less active in ana-
ther. The opponents of Sabhath sanctifization,
have not scrapled to army themselves in hosility
to the authority of ¢ hrist himself, and the object
which they undisguisedly seek to obtain, isthe ac.
kanwledgment of their own right and title 10 a
chim of propriety in that day, which God has
ecommanded to be kept hnly, and of which the
810 of Man has declared Hisright to he the Sov-
ereign Lord. As & witneasing Church, therefore,
deiirous of being found faithful in her contendings
for the inalienable richts of her divine Redeemer,
to which she har solemnly pledged herself, before
God and the world, the Presbyterian Charch of
Ganada. cannuo?, without exposing herself to the
charge of eriminal indifference, in & causs of such
mighty importance, remain an inaciive spectatar
of this contest. It is her solemn duty to occany
no doubiful position, but to appear with all the
sreoarees at her command, and with all her m*n
of might on°*the Lord’s side. If through a defici-
-ency of interest or zeal in the cause of her glori-
ous Head, who is the Governor among tbe na-
tions, she ahall permit His enemies to prevail and
trample His own day under their feet, how will
she ever be able 10 anawer in the day of enguiry
and of judgment, when yodement will be inniitated
againet the hoase of Godl Oh! let her not
commit so fatal an error, Jet her not incurvo great
gailt.  Let her have due respect to the great re-
compense of reward, promised by the Redeemer
himeelf to the Primitive Church of Smymma, * be
thoa faithiful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life.

But #rcandly, the signal tekens of His approba-
tion which God has vouchmfed to the efforts of
‘those who have nursaed this coarse, ought to
atimalate us 20 be followersin the mame —

‘Theee tokens have been vonchaafed oftenin the
midet of great and bitter opposition, and after

~

many seemingly adverse and trying disappoint.
ments. Need I aay that T allude here more ee-
peially to the wuccess, which, afier many defents,
has crowned the efforts of the fricads of the Sab-
hath, in closing several important lines of Roilway
in Scotland, agiinst the running of passenvera
and 1rafiic trains on the day of sucred rest, This
siccess was ob'ained afier hope had nigh given
place 1o despair.  Nor will the decided ndvocacy
of the sacred clnims of the Sahbath, bv se many
individuale of the operative and Inbouring classes
in Grreat Britain, in whose favour an exemption o
ohserve it religiously had heen ostentationsly snd
industrioudy claitned, be regarded as the lenst
convincing token, that this has arisen from the
mavement of the Spirir of Goadl upon the human
heart, in connection with thisblessed cauce. The
production of upwarda of one thovrand essays, e~
spectable for the piety of sentiment, and the pow-
ers of literary composition which they dieslay, hv
unleamed persons, in the varied walke of humble
life, will rem1in & noble memorial of the influence
of Divine truth in elevating the human mind,
sbave the maxima and practices of a world tving
in wickedness. ‘These all emphatically rencouce
the exemption oatentntiovsly claimed, and declare
that the infraction of the commanded rest of the
Lord's-day. by worldly recreation, or business,
would vitally affect the most valued privileges nnd
best interests of the writers. Wherever the fact
now stated has become koown, it has sot failed
to produce a powerful sensation on the Christian
community. Nor should we overlook or under-
value that token which God has been pleased
more recently still to give us for good. We ob-
serve this in the general, (I had almost #aid uni-
vereal) outburst of alarm and ‘ghteous indigna-
tion at the attempt of Her Majesty’s present Min.
isters, to violate the manctity of the Sabbath, by
opening the London Post Office on that dav.—
The movement so unexpected in poind of ex-
tent, by the most ranguine of the friends of the
Sabbath—has been conntenanced and promoted

by, wen in the highest official stations, apd hy not-

a few even, whose worldly L.terest wemight have
suppoced, wonld have led them to adopt a differ-
ent conrse. By much a token ns this, we are as.
enred that the eeed which is sown in faith, will
not he suffered to perish.

Thirdly, the reflective infleence which the
vigorous prasecution of the canse of Sahbathsanc.
tification is cnlculated to excrt, on all the other
benevnlent Christian objects at which the Chureh
may aim, ooght to lead us to its adoption. We
need not here stay to point out how muck the
faithful working out of a single scheme of useful
entemprise, is fitted to impréve the charsoter, and
multiply the resovrces of & Church. Let it be
distineily remembered, that there is a peculiar
blessing provided. not merely to the man who
keepeth the Sabbaih from polloting it, but also to
rhe Church it its collective cavacity, as was fre-
quenly experienced by the ancieat Church of
Tsrael, so that by g'ving to the canse of the Sab.
bath. that pramicence in our ecclesiastical delib-
erations, which it justly deservesin the present as-
pect of worldly affairs, we might look up to Godin
confident expectation of His coun‘enance and
favor, Zeal for the Sabbath of the Lord is fitted
to pramote & yevival of vital godlinessamong our
pesple, and to advance the cause of pure and un-
defiled religion.in the land.

The meaons for giving the cause of the Sabbath
a prominent position in Canada, have been fre-
quently stated in the Record. These are peti-
tions to the Legislatare for the more effectual pro-
tection of the Sabbath from desecration—the for-
mation of slliances resembling the Sabbath Alli-
ance of Scotland, or of associations in connection
with the several Presbyteries of the Church at
their respective seats, for holding public meetings,
inviting the friendly co-opertion of Christian
brethren of other desominations. and dissemioating
tracts bearing upon the schject. My views on
this poiut, are summeily expressed in the mggion
which I sabmitted to the Presbytery of Hamilton,
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at its meeting, on the 91h of May, and is as fol-
lows:—(See Eec. & Mia Record, vol. v, page 35)

“ That this Preshytery, considering the impor-
tance of the sanciification of the Lord's dny, re-
salve to form. as soon as possible, a general Sab-
bath Alliance, (or Areociation,) in connection with
the Presbytery of Hamilton, to hold neetings,
and to disseminate tracts. as weli ns to pwt in
operation other means to bring the cluims of the
Christinn Sabbath more promiovently under the
notice of the public, as a divine instirution, the
best ndnpted 1o prownote the epiritual and eternal
interestsof man ; and that the brethren residing in
the convenient country districts be recommended
to form themzelves into subordinate and subsidiary
olliances, having the some great and glorious
obj~etin view

But while we put in meotion those means, which
may exert an influence on our rulers and magie-
trates, to incline them to a more diligent and
faithfal performance of their dutics in vegard to the
Sabbath, we should regard the moral power which
they are fitted 1o wield over the sentiments and
habita of the community at large, as far more to
e desired to behold in_ full ar.? effective opera-
tion. It is undouhtedly every way more de-
sirable, that the sanciification of the Sabbath should
flow from the conscientious convictions of the hu-
man mind, than from the most favorable decisions
of a court of law—that it should rest not so much
on the power of the sword of the civil magistraic,
28 on the power of the sword of the Spirit, wiich
is the word of God, that liveth and abideth for
ever.

1 remain, dear Sir,
Yours most faithfully,

Jonx G. Macazzsox.
Guelph, Dec., 1849,
D St

POLYNESIA.

We have been favoured by 2 friend, whose
brother isiabourirg as a missfonaryimebre « Istands
of the Sea?* with the Samoan Reporter, 2 half-
yearly pape., printed and published at the Londoa
Missionary Society’s Press, Leulomoegs, Gpolu,
Samon,-South: Pacific.

The Reporter is published upon a eheet of
about Balf the size of our common newspapers,
and is exceedingly well executed. The work is
done by natives.

These datk places of the earth arestill the hah.
itations of horrid cruelty. The demon of war is
Tavaging the islands, breaking up the achools, dis-
persing the converts, and causing the missionsries
for the present, reluctantly to leave their several
spheres of labour. Tha war between the inbabi
tants of different islands, or different districts of
the same island, is carried on with relentlems fury ;
the contending parties seem to aim at the exter-
mination of each other. They burn the houses,
destroy the bread-fruit and cocos-nvt trees, and
feave their track & desolate waste. The peacefol
and unsuspecting inhabitants, men, women and
children, are sometimes -smprised, brutally mor-
dered in cold blood, and their bodies eaten.

Mr. Stallworthy one of the missionaries reports
that the church, members and candidates of his
charge,-advised with him as t0 the course they
ought to pursue in regard'to the war. He coun-
selled them to take no part in it, except when
strictly defensive, and'asa last résart, afier res-
sonsble means to avaidit had been tried. Heex-
horted them to be well persoaded ia their own
minds, as to the lawfulness of the courss they
should adopt. As the people were 50 mach re-



