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it the days of tho Apostles, have been instrnmental
in promoting the advancement of trae religion.

‘Fako for example, in the himtory of the Church
of Scotlaud, the general asmembly at Glasgow, in
1633, and the convocation at Fdinburgh, in 1842,
By the forner of these, Prlacy was overthrown,
and tho ‘work of refonnation earned forward to a
pomt ligher than any it hnd before reached : by the
latter, tho separation of the Church from the state
was determined on ; when the conntenance of the
connexion mvolved u wtbmission on thoe part of the
latter.  Yes, tho Free Churchi of Scotland, with
all its high capacitics for evangehstic lubonr at
home and ubroud, was evolved from the convocu-
tion ut Edinburgh.  Or, speakivey propetly, we may
say that the spint of Christ was with his servunts
whea they met to acek him by prayer und mutual
counsel, and led them to the high resolve to sacri-
fico all the cmoluments und advuntuges they hud
enjoyed m thar conncxion with the state, in order
to the freedom of the Church, and the maintenance
of Christ’s supremacy in it.

Aud should uot aur Chureh courts ever seck ihe
presence, uand countenunce, . and blessing of the
greut King!?  Alas! what gailt is contracted when,
throngh levity on the part of the meinbers, in for-
getfuluess of lum, or their milulgenco of anful
tewpers, hus presence 8 not reuhized, even while
they formally meet und deliberate i hus uame !

Would it not by ulko competent and proper for
our conlmssion, as u representative of the Synod,
to recomumend to all the congregations of the Chitreh
the observunce of a duy for humiiation, and prayer,
and jutcrcession—for humiliation, especially, on
sccount of our short comings as n-Church jo
and for prayer and mtercession for tho ontpouring
of the Holy Spirit on our congregatious, our college,
the Chiurch generatly, uud all the eurth ?

Aad, supposing even that no scheme for the
action of Presbyteries m promoting the revival of
religon within therr bounds were devised, might it
not bo well for the com to rec ]
Presbyteries to hold speciul meetings, from tune to
time, with congregations, with a viev’ to stir up
the officc-bearers and the people, to press after the
altaimueut of the measure of grace aud privilege
wlich they. may severally reach,

Wo belicve that when some two years ago a
visitation, by the uppointment of the Synod, was
mado to all our cougregations, sonie measures of
refreshnient was the result of it to the office-bearers
‘and people. And we have no doubt that visitatious
by Piesbyteries, or deputations of Presbyteries,
might be 80 couducted as to produce resuits even
still more profitable.

In offering these suggestions, we have no fear
that our brethren in the ministry will receive them
in any ungracious spirit. We have said that we
have been moved to mnake them in view of the
upproaching meeting of the commission of Synod,
and of the business that has been referred to it.

But we would also state, though it be but to
reiterate sentiments already expreased, that for our
Church to maintainits position, and to extend itself
in the land, and be a true witness for Christ, it
must possess aud manifest religion in a revived
form—zeligion of the very type and impress of the
acriptures. A dead religion, like the old modera.
tis of Scotland, may be kept up by the aid of en-’
dowments—to spread extensively'it has no power,
unless it borrow & temporary lifo from some malig-

naut error, such as the Puseyinn of the English
Chureh. )
Hence, oe view of our duty to ecck & trie

“rovival.

Again, we are in a land where the enemies of
Christ may very soon acquire groat power, unless
tne public mmd by won over to the Saviour: and
and we ars advancig onw ard o times, in which
Satan, auticipating lus bewng soon shut up i the
dark ubyes, ehiall have * great wrath”  Well,

then, does it become e, and all the Churchies of

Chirist, to be preparing for the trials und the con-
tests that are beforo us. ‘Iho call to churchice, as
well as individual christiune, is, * watch and pray
lest yo euter into temptation.”

Oue other consideration may be added to en-
furce the duty of church rolers to seek the revival
of the church,  ‘That, at this very tirae, christinns,
in vatious sections of the chiurch, are confessing or
bewuilmg the withdrawment of the loly Spnt's
influence from tho charch.  And, if it be indeed so,
‘that the Lord hus a controversy with his people,
then the watchman, who should be the first to
sound an alurie on uccount of an approaching foe,
shouid be no fess prompt to warn the citizens of
Zion, when ther Lord and King i effended wath
them, und ¢ shew them ther transgresson and
ther win,” and call them to repentance, that he
tay votin Judgment de himself from them.  Let
us hear in God's own words, the churacter
and the daty of true mmeters: » 1 huve set watch-
nmen - upon thy wallz, O Jerusulem, winch shall
never hold their peace day nor mght.  Ye that
muke meuntion of the Lord keei) not silence, and
givo han no rest till he establish, wnd Ul he mnke
Jerusalemn u prase iv the canh.”

—————
MEETING OF COMMISSION.

The attention of the members of the Comnussion,
whose namies will be seen ut pages 41 und 12 of
the printed Minutes of Synod, is called to the fol-
lowing quotutions from the nnnuwtes:

“The Commission to have two stated mecetings
during the year, viz, ut’ Kingston, on the fint
Woednesday of October, and at ‘lorontu, on the
first Wednesduy of Februury, 1843, und not to
have any adjouruents, excepting such as may be
made from day to day, at the stated meetings 3 and
Presbyteries 10 use their ddizence tv have one or
more of their ministers at these meetings,—seven
to form a quonun, of whom five shall be mnustens.

“ The matters refersed to the Conunission are as
{ollows:

*¢1st. An overture for promoting the revival of
religion throughout the Church.

¢ 2nd. Anoverture on the subject of Ecclesias-
tical Registers.

+«3rd. An overture respecting arrangements for
lshe g:;caching of ministers when useembled ut

'nod.

)“ 4th. An overture for promoting a better at-
teudance of ministers and clders at the meeting of
Synod.

“5th. A letter from the Presbytery of New
Brunswick.”

When it is recollected that these subjects are of
great importance—what, indecd, can equal in un-
portance the first: of them?—and thut the Com-
mission did not meet in October, from the want of
of a quorm, and that there is to be no other meet-
ing before the mecting of the Synod in June, it is
not too much to expect that the mermbers of the

Commission should put thenuselves to some incon- .

Venience to attend the ensuing meeting. Besides
the business properly belonging to the Commission,
there are many other matters of great importance,
towhich it d ions might properly be directed.

A few weeks aero, it secmned as though there wete

a cnll for petitions from all onr congregations
nzainst the projected dividon of the endowments
of King's College, tmongst the Epimcopaline, the
Preabyterians of the Established Charch of Scat-
land, the Methodiste, and Papista 3 and, though
this may have bheen dispensed with, from the result
of the fute geneml election, it is well worth the
constderation of the reprezentatives of the Church
hiow fur we should endeavoe ta avail oumselves of
Kings College for the education of our theological
studente in literatnre awd philophy 3 and what
sugrgrentions we should otfer in regard to - change
of its present constitution and system of mnnsue
wmente ‘There are w fow, ut least, of our fegislas
tors who, we are snre, will listen reapecthnlly 1o
uny sugreatione which we oursclves, or the repre-
sentatives of other evangehenl churches, might
make to them on this xubject,

Original Eommunications.
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For the Reecord.
“ When I am weak. then am I strong.'—2 Cor.
i 10,
L. 1tis apiritual wenkness of which the Apustle
here speaks. Al are weak i this respect. Man.
kisnd by the fall, lost all abdity, us well ax ol de-

“wirey to walk in the way of Gol's canmanhinents.

Henee, our lost and undone condition by nature is
not unfrequently expressed in scoptace by the inti-
mation of our weakhess and helplessniest.” * When
we were yet withont streneth, in due time, Christ
died for the ungodly”  When we lay in the riine
of the fall, under the wented wruth of God, und
the power of sin and Satan, without strength to
reust the Just mdigmation of our offended Creator,
or to deliver ourselves from it,—when we had no
inclination to reatore onrselves to the forfeited (ue
vour of God, und no ability todo so, hut we - been
80 disposed,—when we were thus utterdy impoteut,
uud helplens, and dead iy mn, Chrast died for ve,

It w not, however, mnerely to the reality of this
weakness, which is univeral wumong the human
race, but also to the apprekention of it, that Paut
refems i these wonds, 1t not merely the fact of
his being weak, but the fuct of his being deeply
conscious of s weakness, that he here sets forth.
He wusonce us msensible of_ hisspintual weikunews,
and as unconcerned ubout it, as the most curclom
and profane that we see around ns.  He way oncn
usmuch putled up by the concent of his own tnorul
and imtellectuu! superionty, us the most self-xatiss
ficd Pharisce, cither of the present or of auy by-
gone uze. But the day of huis sclfedepeudence
und selt-complaceney has passed nway. [ wns
ahve,” says he, *without the law once,"—times
was, when I vamly mgnied myself to be not al-
together destitute of power to please God by the
ohservanco of his requirements. And no man hath -
more ample grounds thun § had to entertasn such
confidence: for, ¢ after the struntest scct of our re-
igien, Nived a Pharisee, sndtouching the rightcous-
ness of the law,”— the righteousmiems which - arisen
from a scrupulous attention to outward otdinance,
Lam * blameless”” ¢ But when the command-
ment came, sin revived, and 1 died.”  On the very
fint glpee which I oltamned of the spintuality
and breadth of God's holy luw, which cxtends to
the thoughts and intents of the heart, my inward
corruption, of which I had previously been uncone
scious, manifested wself m all its strensth, and ma-
ligmity, and virnlence ; nnd my proud spirit rese in

“rebellion against the exaction of the perfect purity

requited by that law which is holy, and just, and
good.  And when that law was stiil applied to -my
conscience hy the operation of the Holy Smnt, I
became couvinced, aguinst iny own natural wii, of
my spiritual death, and of my consequent utter in-
ability, by my very best perfonnances, to come
nesr satisfying the demands of a just and holy
God. And as that law ever and ever pursued me
ileeing from it, it *shut me up” at length to the

faith of Christ, who is “the end of the.law for

righteousness to every oae that believeth.”
it us endeavour, yet & little farther, to

yraze the Apostic’s experience. oot



