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any wne of which were sufficiont to estadlish
the puint, thatinarriage with a deceasad
wife's sister 18 contrary to the Word of Gad,
and taken together they supply an rrefraga-
ble proof of the proposition with which we
g3l oat.

But I think 1 hear some one say, does
not the chapter to which you have referred,
contwin a verse proliiviting 4 man warrymg
lns wifo's sister, merely dunng her Jife-
tune, and leave him at hib.rty when bhis wife
is dead. T'he passage 1sin the 18th verse ol
1bis same chapier—and reads thus :—*Nei-
ther shalt thou take a wife to her &ister to
vex Ler, to uncover her nakedness beside
the other in her hietune,” Thistest deserves
o little attention, and in the first place
1 would gay, if tahen in the sense attached
to it by those who bold the legality of mas-
11age, with a decensed wife's sister, 1t would
go to legalize bigamy or polygamy. Now,
L appreh.nd, that fortbe very oppusite pus-
pose has it been iutroduced into this chap-
ter, Bat there is  marginal reading of the
phrage on the tent, which reads it “oue
wife to another,” aund the marginal reading
appears to me to give a key to the reading
of the passage. It shows that ths clause,
“oqu wife to another,” relers not to the
sistechood of woman, but to the sisterhoud
of virtue, The indwidual poioted to, is
‘amster’s wife,” thatis to say, just another
wife, The two then are designated sisters,
not. as being wie daughter of vue farher and
mother, but the jomt wives of one husband,

there is no other name by which persons,
sv siluated, could more appropriately bel
named. ‘Phisis, therefore, a distiset proln-
bition of bigamy, that & man i3 not totake
ong wife 1o another to vex her during he

litetime. Now, in confirmation of this, the
phrase here tragslated, “a wife to a sister,”
and on the margin “one wife to anotler,”

is a phrase wh'ch occurs often in Scriptare,
gometimes appled in the masculine and
sometimes in the feminine gepder. If a

male, it 13 » man to lus brother, and if a fe.
malg, it is a Women to bereister. Now, of
the many instances from Scnpture which
might be quuted, 1 sbail just refer to two
or three. Ilor example, in Ex. 26, 5; we
read, ¢“the five curtains shall be coupled to-
gether one to another, aud other five shali
be coupled one to anuther.” \What do you
1bink 15 the expression in tho onigival, thero
¢ a woman to her sister.” ‘The word 15 10
the feminioe gender, and the phrese, if liter-
ally givcn, wyuld be “a woman -to ber sis-
ter,” whereas the rilomatic import 1s clearly
as rendered, “one to another.” In the
same seuse, it occurs in the 5th verse, and
a3ain in the Hth aod 17th verses ; and sgain
in the book of Ezgkiel, lst chapte., “the
wings of the cheratin will joia one to
ansther,? In the originalit is “a wifo to
ber sister ;7 but wiomatcally it is “one to
soother.” Now, without dwellng on this,
let me make a general statement :—

I'ins phrase, a man 1o o brother, ora wo-
man to 3 sister, occurs thirty-five times in
the Old Testament ; and thuty-four cul of
the thirty-five is id*omatically rendered one
10 anutber, and the thi:ty-fifth is this passage
powalluded to, in which the text istranslated
¢*a wife to asister,” where 1t should b2 1dio-
matically read, “one to avother.” “Phis is
further confirmed by the resson thatisas-
8 gaed fornot taking a wife to a sister,

nawoly, “jest you vex her” ‘I'ho view 1

hava now given of ttw phraso in question ig
the view ot the most learned lexicographere,
and the general import of the verse at large,
13 the view which bas been supported by the
most leatned men 1 every age of the
Church. It is the view which is taken to
the shame of the wodern defenders of inecst
—by dMahomet humself ; and the principles
ho has laid down in this matter, nught shame
the indisiduals who are contending for a low
and lax morality snthe present day. In
short, this 18th verso has no beaning what.
ever in the question before us. 1t refers
only tobigamy, or polysamy ; and, therefure,
the proof ansing from every source furmerly
adduced, stands unaffected by it.”
Yours sincerely,

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
STUDENTS OTAL A BSTINENCE
SOCIEYY OF KNOX COLLEGE.

In the good providence of God, we are
once more permitted to assemble in this Hall
to celebrate the Nioth Anpniversary of our
Socicty. it beboves us now with grateful
hearts to return our sincere thanks to the
Supreme Ruler of all, and to recognise the
kind band of Providence, by which we have
been sustained and protected during our
separation from cach other, and are now en-
abled once more to meet in cuch favourable
circumstances, to encourage and adviso each
othier in the great work which we have un-
dertaken.

1n accordance with the usaal custom of
this Saciety, it is now the duty of your Com-
mitiee to submit a short report of last year's
procedure with the view of 1ucreasiog the
interest of its membors in the cause of ‘'cin~
perance, and of stimulatiog us all to greater
exertion in its promotion.

There is necessarily so much sameness in
the operations of. your Society, that there is
a danger of 1ts Reports being tame and
mouotonous, but we are happy to state that
our success during the past year hasbeon
such as to free us from this difficulty, and
suflicient to satisfy the most sanguine fricad
of Temperance,

Your Socicty, as on former years, met re-
gularly duriag the winter, and beside the
trageaction ot its ordinary business, cssays
aond addresses were delivered, and resolu-
tions passed with.a view to the interest of
your Society ; and thus to call the attention
of your memuers more dircetly to those
themes which form the subject-matter <f our
deliberatious.

It is not 30 much the object of these meet-
ings to call the attention ot the public tothis
ma'ter as to aid and benefit each wther, and
to suggest those plaus which will form the
basis ot our future operations, and which are
most likely to succeed in securing the end 1
view. Itis when tho members of your So—
ciety leave durning the vacation season tnat
they are expected to - put these suggestions
into oporation, and your Committee are hap:
py in stating that the: following facls wil
show that thoy have beenalive to theirduty
1o this respect.

Ono member states that bhe gave three
Lectures on the subject of Temperance, and
succeeded in forminga large Socicty which
was in a fourishing. condition ; numbesing
about seventy-two members when be left for
Callege. And the cheering factis related
by another, that wkere Intempersneo wasg

beforo very prevalent, throngh his exerlions
@ Soctety of sixty members was formed
through whose encrgetic operations the existe
1E evils were being eftsetually removed.

Others of your mewbers feel grateful for
the aid which they received from the co-
operation of Christian fricnds, aund by theie
Jomnt labors, were the means of bringing about
wmany happy changes by destroying the
power of tlus wice.

Many other me :tings were held through-
out the country of a like important natuve, at
which much good, we have reason to belicve,
was effected, but 1t is necdless to multiply
nstauces. ‘Tacse are mnportaut facts, and
well calculated to stiv us on to yet greater
exertion,

The members of your Society being scat-
tered through the length and breadth of the
Province, bave thus an opportunity of
bringing their influence to Eenr upou the
great mass of the people.  And may wenot
hope that the seed sown may, by the blessing
of Cod, take root aud grow, until this dire
vice be swept from the luce of our land, and
no more be seen the pallid face of the poor
ivebriate, who 1s a burden alike to lumself;
and the commualty in which he moves,

Your Committce think that tkere 1s much
to encourage us in the nresent stato of af-
faira. Men iu power have had their at-
tention called to this matter. Aundnow, ono
of the great problems of the day 13 :  How is
the country to get rid of this evil whichis
cramping it in 118 every movement, and
preventiog its complete development ¢ This
is & question whichis engaging the attention
of every truc philanthropist, and one which is
not unworthy the consideration of the great-
est minde.

Your Committce would also ncte with
pleasure the recent visit to Canada of the
great ‘Pemperance chamnpion, and mark with
'pleasure the success which attended him,
where he alike recommend:d himself, and bis
mission to the minds of small and great. We
feel convinced that good will follow these
earnest appeals.

Notwithgianding these pleasivg facts, thero
is yet much cause of gricf 10 the true friend
of ‘L'emperance. Your committce deeply
regret that the Legislature have not seen 1t
tbeir duty to enact a Prohibitory Li.w. Nomer-
ous appeals have becn made to them from
both sections of the Province. Still we are
not £o fanguing gs toexpect qu ck and decid-
ed action ia this quarter, many of whose
members deem the use of mtoxicating liquors
necessary befare they can rocling gracefully
beneath our Proviceial chaodelier. This
disappointment however should only teach
us 1o rely more upon onr own exertions.

Although your Commuttee arc happy to
state that the members of your Soc ety had
an opportunity duricg the summer montbs®
vacatior, of widely testifying the acherence
to the pruiciples of total abstinence, that
they avsiled themsclves of 1his opportunity,
and that through tkeit ivstrunicntality many
have been-added to the ranks of temperance
men, ye¢t much remain to be done.

In ceveral parts of our beloved county
drunkenness prevails to an zlarming extent,
and its poor victims are to befoundinalmost
cvery, locality.  Because of drutkenness
the land mourns, and crime is added 10
crimo; the efforts of the Christian Ministry
aro bindered snd'splemnlunpressions reinoved,
for drubkenness’s frulya great bartier thrown




