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great king, with not one unfitting joint or uncomely protuberanes, yet
without noiso of axo or hammer,  ile who denies, or will not recnmnian,
this fact, can never interpret the Bibla angl, however closaly in his in-
terpretation he may adhero to the common laws of lanmane  There ia
an element, an important, an all-perending, an eseontinl cloment, Fop
which the common laws of langnage make nn provition, heeanes there
is nothing clse like it in the whole history of the hunn minl. A waork
is produced in the course of some two ioveand vears, by some farty or
lifiy different writers, on every vanety of subjeet, and in evere variory
of style, and yet all unconeciously, o far ag the writers themenlves worn
concerned, with one uniform purpese, witli one identical nhieet, nover
for a moment lost mght of from hedinmng to end, bv the Divine Vind,
the real author of the volume. Of course, this great peeuliarity mnet
givo tise to some peculiannies in interpretation, and, in sme peapeeta,
tho Biblo must receive, at the hands of the oxpositor, a treatment diflire
cnt from that to which any other volume is entitled. . Some of thesa pe-
cullaritics ate tho typieal characters of porsons and thinga and aeta in
the Old ‘Testainent ; the twofold, and in some cascs, manifold fultilinent
of the pirophecies, not n fow of which, as Lord Bacon savs, being of the
nature of their author, 1w01th 1whom a thoyeand years ure as one day, are
not fulfilled punctually and at ance, but have e springing and germinating
accomplishment throughout muny ages, thouzh the height or fulness of
them mny refer th some one aze; that is, to the Meseinnic period and to
tha person of the Messiah.—(C. . &towe, D.D., P'rofessor nt Andover:
Bibliotheera Sacra, for January, 1853.)

PREVAILING 1-‘4'\UL'I‘S IN CONGREGATIONAL MUeIC,
L'rom the Precentor’s Guide.

It is inuch 1o be feared 1hat our churehes linle understand the practical
advamages of music. Music is n means to anend It awakens fecling.
It is the language of the heart.  Bwotions are expresaed by it, and emo-
tions are cherished by it Tt is the mediugn of natne through wh.eh, in
the mater of devotivnal feclings, Christians act and re-net on one anvther,
It is not smetely senzuous. By human degeneracy it may, indecd, be
prostituted as an aid to voluptuonsness, But it is =piritunl in ite nature
and tendency ; and as a means to devotion, as a quickener of love, and
gratitude, and joy, it is given to man and uroed tiponn the churchas a
duty and enjoyment.  How have we appreciated the blessing?  Have
we received it in thankfuiness, and applied it with fileluy 7 1ave we
used it as a stimulant to the soul, and, under its spiritualisimg power, have
we been raised to holier aspirations, ncclaiming the excellencies ofheaven
with higher energy, and uttering our praises to G »d in puzer and loftier
trausports1  Alas! music has been comparatively neglected,  is proper
character hna been practically denied. And cur Christian Paalmody,
instead of finng our souls, nnd eatiching our spirits, olten tends 10 datnp
our energies, and fill our churches with a freezing indifference,

The character or style of vur_congregational music is very low. Ina
multitude of cases it can hardly be said to be music atall  There is lutle
in it of the sweetness and clevation of geanine music. And in the case
of churches whose proficiency in the art it might be thought presumptuous
to deny, the maiter is not greaty indifferent  "There may be, indeed, n
measure of knowledge, snd that knewledge may be zealously apphed:
but, by how many ? Six, twelve,or twenty of the whole congregativn may
be all who have acquired the first elements of the seience ; and these,
taking a promuinencein the church, may have somewhat raised the chazac.
ter of its psalmody,  Pasaing the charncter of the tuzes, which are gener-
ally selected more for their novelty than their beauty, how often have
our feelings been offended by the tasteless-und meantngless distribution
of the harmony 1 Male-voices are exerted on n part where treble ouly
should be heard ; females sing the notes which are intended only for the
tenors ; nnd a rade bass carries down to the lowest depths of the seale, a
strain which is adapted only 10 soprann.  Such a style of music may
please where there isno taste to be ehocked, and no kuowledge to be
violated—where the demand is for the awount of sound, without regard
to aits quality.

One obvious defect in all our congregational music, ig the neglect of
musical expression,  Little regard 18 paid 1o the character of music as the
language of feeling. ‘The same note, not anly in its loudness or strengih,
but alsoin its tone, or what musicians call timbre, is made the exprese
sion of very diferent sentiments. Love, anger, gratitude, admirauon,
grief, are all uttered in the same unvarying aceents. The natural distune-
tion which a motheris careful to preserve an her intercuurse with her
babe, is overlooked a3 unneceasary in our communion with God, We
think it enough 1o drawl forth our songs of praise in long fm!tili:lr sounds,
without a regard to the sentiments.  Are we guilty of this in onr inter.
course with one another?  \Who of us, in relating our tale of woe, would
express our feelings in accents of wirth, or, in recounting our joys, woulil
employ the tones of radnessl  And yety we have aften wondered at the
innocent unconsciousness of a people, chaumting the grandeurs of redemp
tion and bewailing the miseries of judgment in the same unvaried stram,
‘I'heevil 1s not ascribable exclusively to the precentor. When differeut
subjects of feclng are comprised in the verses to be sung, the skilfol pre.
centor will select a wne which admuts-of casy adaptation ; and the con-
gregation, if properly trained, will give, in the singing of the verse, that
varied expression of tone which the d.ffierent sentintents of:the psalm may
require. Feelings excited: will express thexu‘selveS in thewr own appro-
priate tones, 3ud the absence of thise tones is a doubtful mdication of
the.presence of the feclings.
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We have matked another evil in the musie of our cungregations, and
one ol the greatvst magunude, It is that whch atises from the tasteless
selection of the tunes, . We reler not (o the use of new tunes, though to
many this is o serious offence 3 for while the #tyle of modern companition
—we refer to them genemll F~tnay not be altogether suited to youe taste,
they may pleace aml grnnﬁ’f the taste of others ; and while we would
prefee ather tunes—tunes more grave, solemn, and devotional—we overe
look the taste of the selection, in the hope that caluvauon will miptose it,
But the evil we complam of i3 not a mere error of taste ; it 13 an error of
judgment and feehingr It consists in the selection of mappropriate tuncs,
svery tane has its own character. It 12 boid, or solemn, or tender, or
cheeriul ©ond while, perhapes, it may requie a linle more than ordinary
knowledge of musie to mark and decule tlus distinciveness, yet the
posseenian of that knowledge is of the greatest practical unportance. Who
of us in our fntereourse with our friends, would express our Joy in eighs,
or our sorrews in laughter?  Can the mother whose fecinga to her child
are communicated anly by tones, give utterance 1o her fondnesa by shrieks,
or to hier happiness by rabs; and J3 it less n violntion of propriety, that
the Christion, in hls intercourse with God, shonld be whully regardless of
the first principles of nnture 1 We have heaed, and that in a congregae
tion not far remaved from the civilisation of the city, the bold, clevating;
commanding sentiments of the 43() paraphrase,—

 Let Chriatian faith and hope dispel
‘The fears of guilt and woe H
The Lord Almighty is our friend,
Aund whoe can prove & foe 1 [ (-

chaunted in the weeping atrae of Shields.  And what was the effect 7
We were denfed the feebugs of the hymn? and while inllignant at the
stupidity of the leader, we wondered af the ealm unconeciousuess of the
people proclainung the geandeurs of redemption ne a theme of lamenta-
won.  Such an instance of bathariam in muee is to he impated to the ig-
norance of precentors, and the peonle may be satisied that in ihis they
have no prreonal roneernment ; but we geerihe it geeatly to the ignorance
and enlpable mdilferonce of 1he people 1 they themselves were §m-
proved ns they shonld be, cauld precentors be gailty of such & gross im-
propricty 1 Wonld their improvement not lead to the improvement of the
leader, and, in the hnproved state of thejr psalmody, would not their de-
votional feelings be aided and strengthened 1 Scmetiines the evil may
be tmeed 1o the vanity and ostentation of individuals, When a choir is
tormed, and a little fam‘liarity with the practice of music s acqitired, the
attainnients of the hand muet, of course, be eshibited to the people.
Some tunes are selected which are thought to give scape for display, and
theee, however inappropriate to the psalm, musat be inflicted on the church.
We remember an instanee of this kind: at the conclusion of a salemn
and inipressive sermon, these awful words were preseribed to be sung i —
* They, seized by justice, shall be doom’d
In dark abyss to lie,
Aud in the fiery burning lake,
‘The second death ghall die.”

Amid the silence of a seemingly {inpressed eongregation, the strains of
Transpart broke forth from nn exulung band, and, as they were (aken up
by the people, thie ferlinga of the seriion were forgotten, and & roaring
triumph was proclumed over the nuseries of the lost. How insulting
this 10 common sease! Oh! when will our people awake to a sense of
their interest and duty?  When will they he aroused to the claims and
oblization« of life, and, under 1 sense of iheir dignity and privilege, coare
10 desecrate the house of prayer by auch fantastic performances?
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EPHESUS.
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Tt is with feelings of no common interest that the eye of the Chyistinn
traveller eatches the first sinht of the castle and ruins of Ephesus. Ashe ad-
vances, the large tmosque, supposeil by some to be the churely of St. John,
begios 1o auract the attention ;s but all around it i3 a vea of ruine and
desofnuon,  Iimagination ean scareely pietare the change winch two thoy-
sand years have made on this place = Some centuries passed on, and the
temples of Messiah were thrown down to make way for the mosques of
Mahomet,—the keble is substitted for the altar,—the ¢ross is temoved
from the dome, and the crescent ghtters in itz stead, A few years more,
and all 13 sdeat rums, A fow unmtelgble heaps of stones with some
empty mud cottages, are all the remains of the great city of the Ephe-
auns. “The busy ham of s noiey population is still as the arave. “ Thy
riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy pilots, thy
calkers, and the occupiers of ihy merchandise, and all thy meir of war;
are fallen”  ‘The Epistle to the Ephesiane is rend thronghout the world,
but there is not one Christian residing at Ephesus to read it now. The
Iiphesians are now a fow Greek peasants living in extreme wretchedness,
dependence, and insensibibity —ethe representatives of an illustrious people,
and innabiting the wreek of theie greatness ; gomve, the substructions of
the glorivus edifices which they raised ; some beneath the vauls of the
stadinm, once the crowded scene of their diversions; and some by the
abrupt precipiee in the sepulehres which received thiir ashes, In January,
1824, the desolation was complete. A ‘Lurk, his Arab servant and a
emgle Greck, composed the entire population.  So hath the secret provis
dence of God disposed affairs, too deep and mysterions for man to search
mto, that the decay of the three great religions of this world is here pre-
sented at one view to the eye of-the traveller as lying buried in the same
tomb  Not a vestige remains of the heathen worship, or of the silver



