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down 10 zerv; there are cccasions
when a second-rate man arises into
nobility. One reading is no indic-
ation of what the average is. You
must take the whole man, not one
side; his whole life, not one bit.  The
most outrageous patiern that ever
offended the eye and agonised the
mind of any human being might give
one inch of really good colour, and
out of the most exquisite web you
might getan inch of very bad colour.
Onc must not judge by inches. Hang
up the web twenty feet square, and
then no one can be mistaken.  What
a miscrable appearance Abraham
madeat the court of Pharaoh whenhe
declared Sarah was his wife and was
rated by the Egyptian king for false-
hood. Abraham stocd at his lowest
when he lied to Pharoah and Pharoah
stoud at kighest when he judged Abzaham.
Supposc one of us had been presemt and
1aken up his parable. ¢ You may talk as
you please of Abrakam’s faith, but did you
hear his lig? you may call Pharoah a pagan,
but give me his keen sense of honour.”
$0 acting on our principle of common
seuse anl plain downrightness and what
not, we should have put Pharoah first
and Abrakiam second, and we shouli have
been very shortsighted people.  Nobody
knows anything about Pharoah ; but Abra.
ham is the mos? miajestic figure in ancient

history.  We have heard all this sapiemt
deliverance. ¢ A may be arcligousman,

but if you had seen him in a tempwer yes: .

werday.”  Aud B may not bea rcligious
man, but I saw him give ten shillings 10a
Poor man to-day.” So A is condemned
and B approvew. It would e wise 10
wather a littlke more about A and B before
degiding. How they live at Lome; how
they earry themselves in business 3 how
ey Bear aflliction ; how they serve their
fellow-wen. One would then kave some
vonfidence in his judgment.  Neither let
it be forgotien that Christianity chooscs
e migerable, the worthless, the bad sub.
jects of the world.  To-day somc of the
worst gluff inside humanity may be found
within Christ's Church, and, alas! some
of ke finest material which cabe from the
hand of the Almighty outside. Therc are
Christians who would be in jail to-night
had it not heen for their Christianity. Will

you condemn Christianity beeause it has
receivedd publicans anl Magdalenes and
mean dAnd stupid people? Will you say
there is no use in religion, because here
and there you see a man whois a heroand
vet an unbeliever? ‘This argument does
not run on fours ; it is unequal.  Christi-
anity should be approved because it has
taken such miserables and made so much
of them. Every one has drawn a contrast
between Esau and Jacob. Esau was so
straightforward, brave, kindiy, manly, a
big, fine animal.  Jacob was so deccitful,
false, timid, disagreeable, a despicabla
fellow. Agreed. What came of Esan?
What did be grow into ? Nothing : a mere
hunter end desert chief. But religion male
out of that unpromising Jacob a princeand
a saiut, and in the end a very noble and
lovable man. It is nothing to get a har-
vest from the rich phins of Lombardy,
but it is a feat 10 wrest worn from a bare
hillside in Scottand.,  T'hi.* §s agriculture.
Aboveall things, lét our neatral remem.
ber in judging religions people that the
work of religionisnotvet finished inthem,
Far from that, it isonly begun.  There is
this difference between the plan of a reli.
gious man and the plan of a secular, that
the one is on a much larger scale than the
other.  When a man has not faith, hiscul.
wireis bounded by time.  Fhe man of faith
is being trained for eternity. It is a villa
in the one ¢ase, in the other a cathedral.
From one point of view a well-finished
villa will always compare favourably with
the rough foundation of a gigzantic build.
ing. You nust imaging, you must antici.
pate, before you judge. Hee is a child
with the most regular and finished fea-
wres; we say, What a beautiful woman
she will be.  Arve wesure?  We havescen
all we will see. Herc is her sister, un.
formed and irregular in faccand featares.
How plain? Look more ddosely; here
are capabilities and promises of beauty
that will put her sister in the shade. It
is 30 with character. We see estimable
men cvery day, fair-minded, clean-handed
kind-hearted men, who are complete.
Nothing more will come of them. Their
character i5 2 product of time, and hasno
power of cxpausion.  We sen by their side
very erude and incomplete men, but we
have vast hopes of them.  They are men
seeking after God, men following Cluist,
men fighting spiritual battes, men with
their hopes in eternity  They are not
shrubg, but cak saplings, andl it will ke
ages 10 bring them to mawrity.  What a
man may conte 10 without religion can be
geen iu this world 3 what a man may come
to with religion ean only be judpged in
cternity.—Z&¢ Lritish Weekly,




