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becomes, from its consolidated numbers, the first and groatcst
object of sport after the flookas aliglit in Jaaess B~ay. The
bavock spread througliout their ranks increases as tie season ad-
vances, and their crowds thieken, and even the Indian becornes
fatigued witli the trade of killing. In thc fail of the year, wvhen
the flocks of young Ilwewais" or wavics as tliey are called are
numerous and on the iving between the low tide mark and the
inarshes, or are following the line of coast southerly, it is no uncom-
mon occurrence for a good shot,between sunrise and sunset,to send to
bis lodge abovo a hundred hcad of game. In sucli cases the hunter
is stationed in wliat is called a stand-a space from four to five feet
square,enclosed by willow twigs and long grass stallis-froin which
he fires, with formas of geese or ' decoys " set up a short distance ini
lis front. The geese fly towards these, wvhen lie gives out their
peculiar cal], and frequently lie bas bis wife or son, or grown-
up daugliter, to load the discharged gun for hlm, while lie fires
wlth the Ioaded.

These wavies or white geese form. the staple article of food, as
rations to the mnen in James's Bay, and are the latest ln leaving
the coast for southera climes-an event whieh takes place towvards
the end of the month o? September, although some weak broods
and wotinded birds linger behind until the first or second week
in October. They are deliberate and judicious iu their preparation
for their great fliglit southwards, and make their arrangements in
a very business-Iike manner. Leaving off feeding la the swanips
for a day or more, they keep out with the retreating ebb tide,
retiring, unwillingly as it were, by steps at its flowv, coutinually
occupied lu adjusting their feathers, smootbing and dressing
themselves with their fatty oil, as athietes miglit for the ring or
race. After this necessary preparation the flocks are ready to
take advantage of the flrst north or north-west xvind that blows,
and wben tbat sets-in, ln Iess than 24 hou rs the coast that, had been
covered patcb-like by their whitened squadrons, and wildly reso-
nant with their petulant and incessant cails, is silent as the grave
-a deserted, barren, and frozen shore.

The frieudly intercourse that exista between these geese, and
the blue wavies, (Anse>. or Okien coerulescen&) lias induced some
to suppose tbat they were merely varieties, which is a mistako.
The young white w~avies arrive from. the north witli their parents
without mixture of other geese, and tliey bave nearly the same
white garb as the old birds, but with their heads of a dirty red-
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