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THE OANADIAN LI

I had only aclerk's salary to depend on
tlion, and wliat little I had laid up for a
rainy day, vins soon spent ; hiad It no£
been for what my -vife earîied by lier peu,
vie miust have suffered for the necessaries
of laf.

She paid my doctor's bull, a lîeavy one
it wvas too, procîired delicaceiis to tenîpt
niy capricious appetite, 1,rovided for the
luotnse, and ia i nouley to spaure to kzeep
the wolf frorn the door, iîtil I vins iell
enougu to earn. more ; andi iii that, time,
no duty wvas ueglected, liuthiîig sliglitetl,
miy home vins, as it lias ev-er been, coin-
fortable, and invîtiuig,. She stili virites
occasionally, tluougl 1 arm tbankfül there
is novi no uecessity for lier doiu<i ýo."

The entrance of Mrs. Odd(field, abruptly
closed thje conîversationu, anud soon after,
Charles HFastings departed, uncoîiifortably
iii love wtthi a blute-stockiiîîg,.

(FOR THRE CMNADIAN LITEILARY JOURNAtL.)

SKETCH FRO?.I FIE.NCH HISTORY
DURING T171E ELGIHTEE N TI

CENTUJRY.

PROLOGUE.

Ili looking, back ito the vista of by-
gyoie, yolars, vie cannot thoroughily realize
tue secret sprinig.- whichi led to the fâcts
whlicli hiistory lias enîbalmed for us. "fis
truce, the facts stand out ini bold outliue,
but tlie liglits and sliadovis vihicli form. tlue
backgrrouîîd -of the picture are flot so easy
of recognition, and iihi comparison as more
liglit and less shadovi, or more shadovi
and less liglit are iuserted so does tire
picture assume the kaleidoscopie ten-
dency.

lIt viould not do for us to w rite the
History of our oNvin age, it would of
uiecessity be biassed by onle ibîdividualitýy,
so vie viander backviard, and by chance,
liglîting upon the so calleil? age of chivalry
£nld food for thouglit and reflection.

'lis an age faglit with Philosophies;
'tis the age during,-,vich art, tliegreatliand-
maiid of life, made lier most rapid prog,-ress
in Western Europe, and alas! also
the age when religion lapsed into a state
of rabid fanaticismi on the one biaud, and
on the other vins neglected niey or re-
placed by a philosophy vihich to cliaract-
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erize as Il leathenish " wvou1d but mcekly
expres s the virulence of its opposition to
ail that good nien have ever lield ssicredl
and dlear.

Our intention in gYiVmgc SKETCHES Of
this era, is not to systernatically furîîish a
copious history of the age, 'but in a de-
sultory and sugsiemanner, to reteli
the already oft told tale.

REIGN-LOUIS XV.-DATE
TI31E,-EVENING.

A oung mnan, 31labbily ilressed wvith.
blis Ilead bo'ved 1oviw lilk vith restless
activity tlie streets of Paris.

is dress i1rfaccords with the spliudour
of the streets through vwicli lie p)asses,
nor do tho allurenients of the imitative
arts seem to attract blis attention,tliougli
it is the most luxurious age of tlie viorld,
anti every mansion lie }>asses is prodigal.
in its displa;y of the most costly and
precious geins of art.

Yet hie cannot bc insewsible or pl)l
gmnatic, for ever and anon, as lie raises,

lu eave seec iundeî' (ensely shagg(y-v
eye-brovis an rye tliat, flashes, witli a pent
up geniiis-It is easy to see hoviever,
that lie lias not yet wiung frorn tlie
world, the inîced of praise viii s
genius deserves, but that lie is determin-
ed to (10, or die, is told by tlie flxed aud
lieroic expression of the rnoutli, and, as vie
study the face whlich, can only be seen
novi and again, vilien lie for a moment
raises lis head and takes, as it wvere. a,
cesniff of mnindaile affairs, vie cannot at
once deternuine whether, if fortune sliould
srnile upon i, lie would thrive under
lier too often eniervaxting influence. Yet
tlie widthi of broNv arnd lexigth. of iîead,
seemi to, betoken determîiatîon alid eni-
ergy, whiki the fitful smile and novi, ani
again the flerce baffled look, wlb, hI flashes
across luis face, spcak of passioiîs of' no
ordinary force, and not easy of coutrol.
lit is a face Nvihl once seen is not easily
forgcotten, and olue thiat nuakes us long to
know more of the life and1 listory of its.
possessor.

That hiis course throug', life lias been
eventful. ve are suire, but whaïat tIre events
aire vie are allovied only to conjecture.
The speli is liovever upon us, aud vie
follovi him tili lie cornes to the Opera.


