
TIIE MARTYRS OF THE REFORMATION. 73

formation respecting then is scanty, During tiis time the Inquisition vas
and mostly derived fronm the testi- establislied, and in active operation.
mony of their enemnies, but ettongli is John Wiclif (ied i'138.
known to justify us in asserting that Strange to say, lie dicd in bis bcd.
tly beloing.d to the genuine aposto- Protected by the powcrfol, lie féar-
lie suceQion, inasmuci as they loved leslyuttered hisdentnciationsngainst
the truth, practised liesa the abominable and grievous exa-
"suffered the loss of all things" for tions of Rome, and the soul-destruc-
Christ. tive heresies propagated hy the men-

Tie thiirteenti century was an age dieant orders, careless alike of Iuman
of great activity. The friends of the applanse or censure. His translation
gospel laboured with extraordinary of the Scriptires vas the best gift lo
zeal, and were abundantly reward- could bestow on bis eonntry. It %vas
ed. sowing "good seed," whicli sprung

In the south of France, in Italv, np and produced a glorious barvest.
and in nany parts of Germnany, But tlougli Wiciif diedin his bcd,
Christian coiuities existed in great a very differcnt end awaited nauy of
inmhliers, exerting a beneficial influ- lisdisciples. Animatedbyliolyzeal,
enee ail around tlen. Their mein- they traversed the land in every
bers vere lonest, industrious. upriglht, direction, proclaiming the gospel, and
<-outributing largely to the prosperity cxiorting the people to place tleir
of the n..iglhmbourhoods in whieh they sole confidence in Christ. Great
lived ; thteir instructive teaching and success attended tîeir efforts; it vas
blamîeless lives attracted disciples; calcîlated tat nearly one-fourti of
very many forsook the profitless the inhabitants of England had em-
ceremnonies ý,f Rouie, and the dissi- braced the sentiments ofthe Lollards,
dents were in some places more nu- as they were called, or favourcd them.
nerons than the adierents of the The influence of the priestliood was
establihed systei. We need not rapidly deelining, and tley knew of
wnder at the results. Papal indig- only one metbod by which it miglit
nation vas roused. Crusades against be restorcd. inable to meet the Re-
the leretics were proclained, and formers in the field of fair argument,
tlhose vho enlisted for this unloly they detcrmined to cau in thc aid of
warfarereceivedthe sameindulgences the civil power in order to crush tliem.
as if they had gone to the Holy Land. Tle Statute-book of England vas
During the first thirty years of the disgraced, in 1400, by the publication
thirteenth century, Antichrist was of tle act De 1îoeetico comburendo,
busily engaged in ceaseless endeavors consigning alleged lireties to the
to Ilwiear ont the saints of the Lord." flames. Lt ivas not intended to be a
Hlorrible barbarities %vere perpetrated dead letter. William Sawvtree,parish.
byte crusadin g forces in Southern priest of St. Osyths, London, was
Fr'ance. Towns %re sacked, and thie flrst victim: he was bur t alive,
the inliabitants Jndiscriminately mas- in 1401; the principal article of ac-
sacred ; ludreds perisled inPthe cusation being tet "lie p vould flot
flaes rather than deny tic faith; worship tlue cross on wich Christ
and in the Provii ofLanguedoc the sufferd, but only Christ that suffered
nmiribei of prisoliers ivas so great, upon ihe cross." Jon Badhy. and
tliat ail the places of confineent were iany more, were put to ofeailu thu
filIed, tîte erection ofadiaitional build- sanie manoer: Willia Tha nlti
ings being preveuted by the consi- iu prison : great numt'ers suffered.
deration of the enormous sums tat varions inor punislments ; but t he
vould bo required for thu purpose. anost illustrious martyr of that perid


