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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN,

From “ Memory’s Tribute.”

THE BAPTISM,

Chap. IV.

“The promise is unto you, and to your children, and toall
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call.”—Jcts of the Apostles.

¢ Turee months after the occurrences just related,”
at length, said Mr. Heyden, keepiog his eye still fixed
upon the consecrated spot of earth to which it bad
been turned, * THREE months after the occurrences
just related, there might have been seen, in a logl
school-house, that then stood on the very spot where'
yonder church js now built, fifteen persons kneel-
ing to receive the hallowed symbols of the body and
hiood of Christ. Mr. Northend, his wite, and my-
self, were among the number O, I shall never for-
get that man, whose ashes slumber beneath yonder
hilloek of earth. He was the successful messenger
of God to my soul, and to the souls of many others
in the settlement. Many, through his preaching,
were brought to a knowledge of themselves as sin-
ner:, and led to seek mercy at the foot of the cross.
When | die I desire to be buried by his side, that
in the morning of the resurrection, my body may go
up in company with his, to méet in the air that Jesus
whom he taught me to love.

¢ Yes, through the labours of the Rev. Nr. P——,
much good was done. T'he morals of the whole
settlement were greatly improved ; an Episcopal

iparticular subject, are likely to induce the same ha-

From the Diary of an Old Clergyman.

THE MISTAKE CORRECTED,

comes better fi'ted for thinking accurately upon all|
subjects ; for habits of deep thinking upon ary one.

bits in reference to all other subjects, The sston-;

ishing effect which the reading of the scriptures and
pious meditation are capable of producing vpon an un-
lettered aud uucultivated mind, is strikingly displayed
in the letters of this Dairyman’s daughter, addressed
to the author of that exceilent tract.  And when the
true spirit of Christiavity is imbibed, and that *‘ cha-
rity which suffereth long and is kind, which doth
not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, and
is not easily provoked” becomes the animsting and
controling principle of our actions, it cannet fail to
produce a corvesponding gentleness of manners. Bat
I have ulready kept the reader tuo long from the na-
rative.

““ In all things,” continued Mr, H., “ Mr North-
end acted agreeably to his Christian profession. No
man ever brought the influence of religion to bear
more universally upon all, even the minutest aclions
of his life. In the managemeut of his children he now
evinced great judgment, and showed how deeply he
telt the awful responsibility that rested upon bimin re-
lation to this matter., Hec seemed to consider himself
sacredly pledged and solemnly bound, agreeably to
the exhortation in the baptismal service, * to see that
his children were taught, so soon as they were able
to learn, what a s>lemn vow, promise and profession,
they had made at their baptism, hy him.’

“ Jt was a uniform customn with him, from which he

Church was organ:ized, and for a while every thing!
romised well. :
« With Mr. Northend and his family, literally!
old things had passed away, and all things had become
new. ‘L'brough the enlighteniug spirit of God, he
had been eunabled to cast at the tootof the cross,
that burden which at first pressed him down, and so
find ¢ peace and joy io believing’ on the Lord Jesus
Christ. [ never knew a character so perfectly
changed as was his. His temporal affairs were cou-
ducted upon a new and impioved plan. Previous to
this, he had allowed things to run at loose ends.
He was considerably in debt, and made but slow
progress in clearing up bis land; but a new impulse
seemed now to have been imparted to his character.
That natural indolence which formerly hung about
him, was shook off. He became from principle,
uritormly iadustrious and attentive to business; and
the greatly improved coudition of his temporal affairs,
was a striking commentary upon that diviae declara-
tion, ¢ that godliness is profitable unto all things, hav-
ing promise of the life that now is and of that which
is to come.’
¢ After this change in his religious character, his
intellectual faculties seemed altogether of a new or-
der. Energies of miod that had always lain dormant
seemed now roused and called into active exercise,
Ina few years it was universally conceded, that no
man in the settlement thought more deeply, or reason-
ed more correctly, than Heory Nortkend. His man-
ners, also seemed to acquire a suavity and refinement
which they did not before possess. These, singular
as they may appear, 1 can assure you are facts.”
Unwilling as I am to interupt the progress of this
narrative, | cannot withhold the remark, that I have
often witnessed a change exactly coincident with that
here stated. )
Persons reputed to be below mediocrity in point of
intellect, and distinguished for every species of habi-
tus! incivility and discourteousness, have, when brought
under theinfluence of religion, developed new faculties
of mind, and acquired a character for great amiability
of manners. ‘This can he accounted for, without sup-
posing the intervention of any miraculous power.
1t has been said, * that he who has read and fully
understands one well-written book is a learned man.
1f there be any truth in this remark, it must apply
with great,force to the reading of the word of God.
This book contains the elements of all learniug and
knowledge. It is impossible for the human miud to
dwell upon its truths, and to examioe its pages with
that intensity of feeling, and earnestness to discover

... its bidden ireasures which characterise the reiurning

sinner’s perusals of the word of God —it is impossible
for the human mind to meditate often upon the truths
of revelation, and to reflect much upon the  deep
things of God” without acquiring, and in time evin-
cing, new and more vigorous powers of thought. The
mind being disciplined by religious meditation, be-|

never departed, 10 devote two or three hours every
Lord’s day to tha instruction of kis children in religi-
ous thingé. They were not only taught to recite from
memory the cxtechism, hut were taught to understand
it. The nature of haptism was often explainad to
them—the priviliges of a covenanted state —the ad-
vantages of being united to Christ, their spiritnal
head the fearful condition of those who by wicked
works deny that Jesus to whom they had been brougbt,
and by whom they had been blessed, in infaucy; these
were subjects often discoursed upon at great length,

*“Mr. Northend endeavoured not ouly to insiruct,
but to inferest his childzen in these things. Heread
the scriptures with them, and selected those parts
which were calculated to fix their attention, and make
a lasting impression upon their mind. Those scrip-
ture narrativesthat are peculiarly tender and touching,
and which are related with a simplicity suited to the
capacity of childhood; those examples of devotedness
to God, where true piety appears most lovely andinter-

conversation between this father and bLis children.
In these efforts to rear up these young und tender
plants for immottal glory, he did not forgef that it is
God alone that cau give the increase He often pray-
ed with and for his children.

*“ The effect of this religious training was truly hap-
y and salutary in reference to most of Lis offspring;
but the unfortunate boy whom we mentioned as having
concealed himself in the corn-ficld to avoid receiving
baptism, wasextremely obstinate snd wayward, While
his little brothers and sisters were listening in delight-
ed admiration to the religious iastruction of thrir fa-
ther, he alwsys geemned restless and uneasy, glad
when the exercise wasclosed, and ever anzious to es-
cape it. This aversion to veligion showed itself at s
very early period. So opposed was he tot he receiv-
ing of bap'ism, that he declared it should never be
done bat by force. His father did not think fit to

so James Northend was never baptized. And I have
sometimes thought that the sad and _pa'ﬂf“l» end to
which he finally came, was the testimony of God,

the Most High. All the other children of Mr. Nocth.
end became pious at an early ege.”
To be conlinued.

The heathen and Mahomedans ofler up prayers
and praises to God, and by the light of nature ap-
ply themselves to infinite power for the relief of]
their necessities, and return their thanks to infinite
goodress, as the source from whence they receive
all their blessings.—Nelson.

My soul ! when I shake off this dust,
Lord ! in Thy arms 1 will entrust :
Oh! make me Thy peculiar care ;
" Some mansion [or that sou} prepare — Kean.
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esting were not only read, but made the subjects of

ise coercive means, as he was now upwards of twelve;

designed to warn those who despise the ordinances of)

Dec. 19, 1820 :—=¢ Mr. T. requests the Rev. Mr.
A. to call on Lim inmediatdly, He is in a very dire-
ful and agonized state of wind. The long delayed
Jlightnings of divine wrath are just gleaming above
him, just ready to strike his reprobate soul to bell-
Come without delay, end witness the dying anguis
of an unforgiven sinuner.” Such was the tenor of the
.note which 1 found on my table, when I returned from
.a long round of moruing puruchial visite, 1t was from
a parishioner to whose bedside 1 had been frequent-
ly summoned by messages of a different character
jHe was an excellent man, but of a morbid tempera”
jment. For many years he had been a steady, con”
sistent cornmunicant of my church, humble and unos:
tentatious in his Christian cbaracter, benevolernt and
.cbaritable, prompt both with his mouey and his ser
‘vices in the cause of the Church, weaned from the
world, domestic in his feelings and habits, scriptura
i his views, loving merey, doing justly, and walking
humbly with his God. He was taken sick during the
existence of a great religious stir in the city where
he lived, and whilst weakened by disease, had re-
ceived the kindly-intentioned visits of a teacher moré
zealous than skil{ul i bis profession, to whom his uv
obtrusive piety was entirely unknown, and who
sought to rouse hiw, as he said, from a state of * le*
gality” in which he feared the good man was resting-
By the aid of bold denunciation, new phrasealogys
jstrong terms, and a stern visage, he had contrived 1
put Mr. T. into very considerable fesr. He set up
a new standard of Christian character--a standar
mixed up of animal feeling and mental excitement
having no reference to those fruits of holiness to which
I had been accustomed to refer my parishioners 8%
the best evidences of Christian piety. He assume
the broad ground that, upon his principles, Mr. T. b2
uo religion--he must be conveited, or go to hell.
repetition of these visits and conversations for sever
al days, dnring a temporary absence from my peoplé
to which circumstances had conctrained me, had, i°
the enfeebled state of Mr. T.’s body, produced 8
poweriul effect upon bis niind. Doubts were stirred~~
fears very much roused. 1 had taught him while b€,
rested exclusively upon the merits of the cross of
Cunrust for pardon, grace, and acceptance, and 100k
ed tothe HouLy Sririt for renewal, direction, and 8¢
sistance, that he must still, as if all depended up??
himself, be found *‘ working out his own salvation,
“ careful to maintain good, works,” and strivivg ¢
‘* make bis calling and election sure.”

The new views imparted by my young clericsl bro®
ther bad made him doubt the truth and correctnes®
of my instructions; and when I first saw him after 1.
return, instead of the meek, patient, subdued ma®
distrustful of himself, loking to Gop in Cunist, W&~
coming me with a kind and cordial look, with Biblé
and Prayer-book at his pillow, 1 met as 1 enteré
his chamber, a stern and gloomy look, a cold recef;
tion, a constrained and gruff, *“ How do you do, Si‘f‘
which { could not comprehend. I took a seat besid®
him, and expressed regret at finding him sti:l in be’r
though glad to see him look better. ¢ The body 1
well enough, but you have ruined the soul,” was tV
stern reply. - Iilooked at his eye, for it struck ™’
in a moment, he was crazed. There was, howeve’”
uo sign of delirium in it. A harsh and gloomy €*
§Tession sat upon his countenance, but there was ™
indication of a disordered intellect—the peculiar
pect of even incipient insanity was not there. The
view and conviction afforded mdisciibable relief, 3"
[ was glad to look elsewhere for the explication
the revolution that had taken place in bhim. *
R. bas just left us,” said his wife, ‘* he has been Vf”;
kind in calling during your absence.”” Beforé
could express what was just starting to my lip’"d
grateful feeling for Mr. R.s attentions— my r€?
broke out, ** Yes, and a faithful and honest n.inist*
of Gop heis. Would to Gop | had slways been ?
faitbfully dealt with. I should not now have been ©
the borders of hell. All my false supports have beei:
struck rom under my soul, and I um just finding o
that Gop is a consuming, fire. Ob, my poor del
ed, ‘unpardoned soul ! |

I began now to perceive what was the matter.
was 0o new case to me, His last observaticns we'
of ceurse, a deep reflection on my faithfuluess 8°

!
i

i
]

.

it

»




