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but I shall-look te what has passed
there for ever. I will remember our
meeting there, and the 16th day of
April, 18'74; sud rejoice te say ' I was
there.' But shall any of us stand be-
fore the tkrone with 'Nothing but
leaves l' It is hard to draw to a close
te friends fron Newcastle, and Edin-
burgh, and all other places. We must
say, Good niglit; but we shall meet in
the morning."

BIBLE SonOOLS IN ITALY.
By Alesandro oavazzi.

I hear that the Italian evangelical
schools have been rather disparaged by
somte one iu that highly esteemed paper
The Christian, on account of their
uselessness and unfruitfulness. As
with soul and heart I have always advo-
cated the necessity for such schools, and
mny efforts have been directed te obtain
their realization in this country, so I am
bound, in duty and conscience, te stand
up now te defend them.

Truc, under our new régime we have
Governmental schools every'where ; it is
true also that they are generally good
enough for the purposes of a popular
education ; but this is no reason why
our own lible-schools are unnecessary.
Although the Italian Parliament lias
left our muunicipalities frce as te re-
ligious instruction, yet in all of these
sobeols the Popishi Catechisu is still re-
tained ; and, as a consequence, there is
the interference and influence of the
clericle eleinent. It was chielly te keep
our youngsters from suchi influence that
our schools were established, and also te
afford the samte opportunity to the nany
Roman Catholics who disliked such an
intrusion. And even in this respect
the benefit has been felt a very great
one, as is proved by the nunber of
Roman Catholic children frequenting
our schools.

But whilst our schools are thus not at
al unnecessary or useless, they are, on
the other side, very fruitful. How
many in Italy are now communicants in

some of our congregations, who, yeàrs
ago, learned the first lesson of Christian
truth in our own schools ! How miany
have been fitted te become teachers Of
the sane truth in other schools ! Are
net these visible fruits, well rewaling
the money and the care spent for their
training 1

Had we an evangelical school in every
place where we have a missionary-sta.
tion, I would promise our friends, with
the blessing of God, a double portion of
proselytism even arongst the adults.

For my own part, I cannot see any
surer way of Christianizing Italy than
through a systeni of evangelical schoos.
At any rate, we shall obtain from them
sone sincere Christians, who, fromt an
early age, have known the Holy Scrip-
tures, Nwhich are able to make them wiise
unto salvation, through faith which is
iii Christ Jesus; and not inibued with
the prejudice and superstition of which
it is diflicult to divest the mind in more
advanced years. A Christian cropimust
be the fruit of ChrisLian seed. Sooner
or later, I feel sure, that the good sced
sown will spring forth in a Christian
life.

The 1 uestion, therefore, with me is
reduced te its simplest terns-either
schools without God, or echools with
Popish teaching, or schools with the
Bible. Yeu can easily imagine where
nmy preference lies. Give me Bible
schonls, and I will give you in return a
Christian Italy in its rising generation.

For these masons more than ever I
patronize the evangelical schools iu My
country, and I earnestly entreat my
Christian friends in England and
America, net te forsake us in this
mighty undertaking.

When I feel dejected in my labours
and my hopes, I have only te pay a
short visit te our schools here in Itome
te relieve my mind and te comfort my
heatt about a better future.

May God bless all our friends who
have contributed (and who are still
doing Po) te give us the evangelical


