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tary of the Department of agriculture, who will forward to
themn, gratuitously, for the ute of thcir neuibers, certain pau
phlets on agriculture, and ail the information on that subject
iat the departnment is able to afford them.

H. G. JoLY wc LoTnINItaE,
Pros. Council of Agriculture.

DE OMNIBUS REBUS.
August 5th, 1892.

According to ail accounts, the harvest of this year is going
te turn out a very large amount of food for man and beat.
The hay-crop is, 1 hear, a wonderful one, the rain of the
spring having caused both top and bottem grass te grow prof-
usCly, and the fine wcather since July 12th must have les-
sened the cost ofgetting it in considerably. There have
always been nice little breezes accompanying the hot sun of
the 'haysel,' so that the usual burning up of the hay could
not have taken place this season where ordinary care was
taken te ted and cock it. Nine-tenths of the inferior hay
brought to inarket in our towns has been spoiled by letting
it lie expoped te the burninig rays of the sun until it was
raked up into win-rows and carried. Hay made liko this will
not make cows give much milk. Tinothy in not milk hay
at its best, and whcn allowed, as it usually is, to stand tili the
seed is formed and then niown and carried, without being
even once turned, it is as 'ibeckledB' a food as dried leaves.

A writer on agriculture in the Montreal WlVness, whose
communiention will bc found below, very sensity observes
that " hay bhould b ecured, not dried. If it can be made in
the shade, its quality will be better than if subjcoted to the
fierce rays cf the sun." We ail know-at leat our wives
knoa.-that when, in the fall, the pot-herbs, such as majorant,
mint, &c., arc gathered for the winter's consumption, they
have te be dried. just as hay is dried. Now, if any one will
try, this next October, the difference in flavour between two
lots of herbs, one dried in the sun aùd the othur in a shady
place, they will soou sec the effeet the exposure of the former
has had upon its saveur.

The writer the WUness recommends the use of hay.
caps as a protection egainst the torrid raya of the sun as wel
as against rain, and I have no doubt that they are very use-
fui fer both purposes ; but I have never used then, se I Can-
net say anything pro or con. In England, where I made
every year some 40 or 50 acres of hay, about one-third of
which was clover and ryegrass, the rest " upland meadow.
bay," I never -aw caps used for either kind of grass. We
always tried te make the hay, by frequent turning, create
its own shade, and as a gencral rule that is, ai least four
times out of five, we, in the S. E. of Dngland, were net much
trotibled by wtt hay-harvests. Our process of hay-making
by costantly moving it-at Ieast four times a day-and
cocking it every night, could hardly be carried out here, as
our farmers have been too long aceustômed te the ûld plan
and many of then think the English way too expensive in
hand-labour. Still, I think, an approximation te our procesa
might ha introduced here, without bLing Voer costly, and, in
the neighbourhood of our great towns it would ecrtainly p ty,
as, in Montreal fur instance, there are many old countrymien
among the buyers wYho know what good hay is, and are
always ready te give a good price for a superior article. My
plan would be something like this, -premising that the grass
is just in bloom-very green, in fact

Begin te mow about 2 o'clock in the afternoon, letting the
grass lie untobed aIl night. The fbllowing morning, as
soon as the dew is off, tet the ledder te work, and let it go
over the ground at lea&t twice before noon und once during
the afternoon. Towards 4 o'clock, horse-rake into large win-

rows, and get t into moderate sized cockF, taking care to
rake ail ovtr the ground and clean up tlhoroughîly round the
cocks. In the morning if fine, open out the cocks into large,
wide beds, aud let the todder go over them as often ns you
oan afford timue. In the ovening, before the dew falls, g(t
the haý 'nto win-rows and large cooks, which may b? opene,l
as soon as the weather looks suitablo in the morning and
carried te the barn or atack.

Thus the grass mown on Monday af:ornoon, if ail goes
well, wifi be fit for the barn on Wednesday eveningf. With
un, in England, it would net be fit te carry bfore Thursday,
but our meadow grass is far more succulent than the timîothy
of this country.

And, do you ask, how does this constant noving about tf
the huy afford shade ? The answer is i by constant niovinig,
new surfaces are supplied that shade thoso parts previously
exposed te the sun,

Clover is, of course, made in a different way. It should
b stirred as seldon and as gently as possible. Mr. L aie, of
Sherbrooke, as you will have scen by hie letter in a late nuin-
ber of the Journal, is now determined to out his eluver in it,
early bloom-very green, in fact. I am sure ho is right, for
the greener it is out, the less chance thoro is of knocking the
louves off, and although stems and heads are what compa,.4es
the principal contents of the clover 1,rought into Montreal for
sale, the leaves are what are desired by ail good judges. It
would pay aiy fhrmer te give a look at Mr. James Drui-
mond's barns tull of clover, on which he places such depend-
ence for his mileh-cows' support during winter. (1)

Clover bhould b mown in the carly morning ; raked intu
narrow win-rows bufora 1 P. M. ; turued over lightly with-
out the least sbhaking, once by 4 o'clock, and got intosmalili
cooks before the dew fulls. The next morning, turn over the
cocks very lightly, and, if the hay is at ail "clung," turn once
more, and thon get it into large cocks te cure there until
ready for cerrying. Ail the turning required should be given
in the cary stages of clover-making, as the loaf then adheres
more closel te the stems.

Where clover is mown with the scythe, i should wait till
the upper surface of the swathes is flairly wilted, and then
turn them over quickly with a long light pole, or with the
handle of a rake. When the new surface becomes wilted, the
clover can be put at once into large cooks te cure as before.
For this reason I hke mowing hcavy crops of elover with the
scythe ; the-e is less moving required, and the Icaf, in
consequenno is better preserved.

The se'und crop of clover ahould always go into ic silo.
It is much more difficult te make than the first crop, and the
weather, when it is fit te cut, is generally very 3atching.

HA'-cAs.0-G. C., Mossboro, Ont.-Q-This bas been
a catching season for lay, and as I have lest some by excess
of wet, I am seriously thinking of getting some hay-caps.
Wnat is your opinion of themt ? Also, what is the best way
of making then, their cost, &e. Ans.-I think they arc net
only valuable te protect hay front rain, but worth ail their
cost in improving the quahty of the hay by proteoting it fren
the scorching rays of the sut. Hay abouild bc cured, not
dried. if it can be made in the shade, its quality will be
bLtter than if subjected to the fierce raye of the sun. As a
protection against rain, they are a good mnvestmeat. They
are made of cotton bheeting, two yards square, witl pins
uttached at tlhe four corners with strong twine. A hundrod,
properly made, wilil cost about 840. They will last many
years, if t.-ken care of, and are ju-t as useful for sheltering
grain as for protecting hay. Any tarner who wishes te rai-e

(1) Mr. Fisher, Knowlton, said, at the D)airymeu's Mlontmagny
meeung . For hay, I always out my elover very green.
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