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The title of this book seems to us

iii soine degrce a inisnloîncr. The
grreat theinu of the author is the
heing- and persoiiality of God, the
revelation of God in .Jesus Christ
Miîd the redellnption of the îvorld.
The thoughit of the Divine sover-
ecigty-of the kiîgdoin of God and
righteousness-is the suprenie con-
ception 4 the book. ()nly iii a vcry
accoîîîmiodated sense can the spiritual
kingdom for whose coîmng %ve pi'ay
every day-the truc Christian Coni-
iiit.onwealthi-he spoken of as " The
Republic of God."ý By vh-atever naine
it miay be called, Iîowcver, tluis great
W(;rk i8 Northy of a place beside such
epoch-inarking books as Augustine's
"City of God " and< Hooker's "Ee-
clesiastical Polity." Tiiere is iii it a
sustined elevatioxi of tiîouglit, a
clearîîcss of conception, anîd aL co-
udcy(i argumnht rarely equallcd.
The voliumîe contains a philosoplîy
of religion., based alike, upon rcasoîî
an(l revelatioîî, that. it seeins to us,
should carry convictioun to evuery
mida opeun t the receptiori of the
t.ruth.

The beiîîg of God, says our aut-
tiior. is a primai truth. It is primitive
iii IllilUtîî thoughlt: there is nothing
before it nor apart, froin it, froin
whichi it is txe bu derived. It is not
(luivC(l froînl thu niotion of calusality.
Caîîsa.lity iii the csoogclargu-
ment " 18 the transference of force,
anîd the law of causality itself forbids
a stop at a " fir.st cause," itself
havingt no precedent. And if it
coula, there is in that "l irst, cause "
n1( intellectutal or moral quality
whichi is flot iii the effect. Neithier
does the teleologicail arguiment lend
us to Goa. Lt gives lis stili no
immoral quality. " There is no dis-
covery of God ini the furthcst re-
seatrches into the elements of the
suns, no traces of Hiim in the strata

of the rocka, tîmere is no thmdinig oif
Humii in the roots of the trees nor ini
the dust of the stars. " The thought.
of God is an absolute condition of
our intellectual and moral beiîîg.

The author pruceeds in a serics of
noble chapters to discuss the persoîî-
ality anci attributes of God, and the.
relations of religion and philusophy
te the revelatioui of God in His Sou;
.Jesus Christ. The chiapter on thé-
conviction of the world of sin, of
riglîteousness and of judgiîîcnt,
points out the true nature of sin as
the alienation of the soul of nman frein
God, whichi cairnes with it its owit
inseparable puînishnient hure aiid(
hercafter; se alco the kingdomn of
heaven is not a pagan elysiinin in the
fat future, it is hure and now. Lt is
witlîii. It is riglîteousness ana
peacu and joy in the Holy Ghiost.
'Ple world, is redeemied-redeeuied
froni the slavery of sin to the frce-
doxii of God. The life îvhicî ire
mîo)w live is the lift of the Spirit
mmder whose special dispensation the
Church now exists.

But no outline can convey the
noble spirit of this book. We dwell
whilc reading it as in the pure serenee
atir of seîiiu nîountain-top, and, like
the disciples, sec the Master traits-
ligured buforu us.

As a1 specixiien (>f the beautifuil
style and tone take tic followiuig
examiple

' Te sacranient is the witness oîf
that commnunion in -%vichl the Iiiîîits
oîf tiiîîuaid space and the separations
of deatlî are overcoîne.. Lt is with au
unseen host. It is 4 withi angels aud
archaxîgels and ail the ceiiîpaniy <if
hicaven.' The sacrifice lias beîii
miade Once for ail, 'but it is thue
ground of ant eternal union. It lias
been made that nien îîîay bu unitcd
îvitlî Himu who lias pmscd throgi
dcath, whîo lias entered within Ulic
veil, and who is prcsenting ITis fuii-
islicd sacrifice continualiy bufère tic
Fatiier. Lt becomies the testamnit
of a perpetually renewcd life..
Lt hears us on towvard tie tinte wheîî


