
.ParZiamentary .flaw.

the resolution making the appropriation. Indeed, lhere the order
consequent on a resolution bas only been commened amid not yet
execnted iii fil, strict parlianentarv law decems it improper to nove
a reconsideration, although the completion of the order may be
prevented by a resolution toudiselharge or reseind .o mclih of it als yet
remnains uneented. But this wouîld not be technic:'lly a reconsidera-
tion of the question.

Tlere are several rules in relation to motions for reconsideration
vhieh require notice:

1. A motion for reconsideration is not debatable, if the question pro-
posed to be reconsidered is not. Cuslhing (1272) lays dows a difierent
rule, but ii the lotise of Representatives, where the practice of recon-
sideration first arose, it, has been frequently decided thatdebate ca.not
be allowed on a motion to reconsider a question tliat Nwas not itself
debatable.

2. Althongh an original proposition inay require for its adoption a
vote of two-tlirds or threle-iurths, the motion for its reconsideration
niay be carried by mere najority.

3. When a motion for reconsiderat ion is -made within the proper
limit of time, and the consideration of it is postponcd to a day beyond
that tim-C, if tien it is withdrawn by the inover, it cannot be renewed:
the tinie for ma.king such a motion has passed. .But her it nust be
remarkCd, that if tei session of the body, in which such motion for
reonîsideration has been postponed should terminale without any
action ou sueh postponed motion, it vill fail. Thus ini a Grand
Lodge, if a motion to reconsider a question should be postponed
to the third day of the session, and the Grand L'adge should close
without acting on the motion for reconsideration, it would 1h11 to the
ground, anîd the original proposition wouild remain in force. This is
lbunded on an opinion expressed by two speakers of the Ilouse of
Repre.entatives, that "where the term of the members expires
witlhout acting on the motion to reconsider, for the want of tinie or
iiclination, the motion of course fails and leaves the original proposi-
tion operative." (Barclay, 164.)

4. When a motion for reconsidoration has been decided cither inii the
aftìrmati-:e or negative, or while it is still pending, no secnd m(otion
for remconideration of the same proposition can be mode. But if, on
reconsideration, the proposition bas been altered in forn by new
amendnents, a motion for reconsideration will then bc in order.
To permit the same proposition, afte': reconsideration, to be again
reconsidered, would be ani idle wastc of time, and an iuprofitable re-
newal of altercation.

5. A motion for reconsideration may be postponed, definitely, or in-
definitely, or laid upon the table. If postponed definitely, or to a day
certain, it is subject to the provisions already nientioned in a preced-
ing paragraph. If postponcd, indefinitely, or laid upon ihe table, the
efïcet isto kill it, and to leave the original proposition'in force. Indecd,
in the House of Representatives, when it is desired to puta measure out
of all reach ofdanger, it is an expedient often resorted to for the friends
of the imeasure to move a reconsideratiq and immediateLv .tieron to
move to lay the motion for reconsideratioionfthe table. The clicet of
this proceeding is, that no second motion for reconsideration can be
made, and the lirst cannot be taken up ont of its order, whiclh it is not
probable will be reached, and the original proposition is thus secured as
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