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KEYS AGAIN.

In a recent acticle we dealt with the
subject of keys tungibly ; but there are
various kinds of openers to which the
term may be extended. Muany of us are
richer in such keys than we are aware.
Fortune and educatiol. may have put
keys into our bhands, for which we have
by oversight or forgetfulness or shecr
stupidity, failed to find locks. 1t does
not seem nsg if, especially in the mat-

,ter of educatiou, this were a frequent

case. The oftice of education is not and
cannot be to provide us with all the
provender, all the working materials
our intellects require. Its office 18 to
forge for us the keys wich which we
can ualock tune storchouses for our-
sclves ; and maa and boy, people spend
ten or twelve years in obtaining such
keys, then pit them away, then won-
der why they ever had them.

Nothing, for instance, is commoner
than to hear a man of mature years
who, having nothing epecial to do, has
spent all the time since his college days
in acquiring a boundless jgnorance,
wondering what was the good of his
learning Latin and Greek, and talking
of waste of time ir unprofitable stud-
its. He designs this for o proot of lat-
“nt capacities for greater things than
grammar, avd it is often accepted as
such a proof. It simply means that
he cunnot put the keys into the locks.
Two notable storehouses of human
fault to which access was allowed him,
remained closed to him; that was not
owing to his classicel education. An.
other man whose early floggings had
cbiclly & mathematical tendency, and
Wwho, the moment he became intellectu.
ally his own master, said a long_ fare-
well to all his triangles and conic sec-
tions, demands aloud for what purpose
his mind should ever have becn op-
pressed by them, and talks also of
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waste time in uuprofitable ‘studies.
The unused key agoein, He did not un-
lock the gate and pass into the far
resching realm of scicnee and discovery ;
that was not owing to his mathema-
tical cducation.

Ther¢ are men who complain of hav.
ing had the wroug keys given them, but
they are of another etamp: they are
Apollo sent out to tend sheep, Hercu-
las compelled to sew and spin, together
witl the hen's ducklings, and the .se-
ful camel forced to duance. In most
cases it may secem to the discoverer a
questiop whether ther are not in fact
the griners by the cross-grained school-
ing, just as the tree is the stronger and
straighter for having, when & sapling,
cer propped towards the contrary
gide from that to which it swayed; but
at all events they have other grounds
for their complaint than those of the
illiterute moralizers who ascribe their
knowing nothing to their having been
taught something ; and if they have let
thie keys counsigued to them by their
Alma Maters, of whatever kiLd, become
rusty, they have acquired others and
opened doors into regions where thejr
foot treaids firmly and is quite at home.

Perhaps the mental waste of keys is
most to be seen in the case of modern
languages; everybody who pays taxes
in these days has a swattering of two
two or three. We learn them for the
purpose of conversing with the waiters
at hotels, although it is well known
that the waijters themselves insist upon
speaking English ; but these are keys to
open worlds for us. In spite of the evi-
dent risk of harm tc the mind, let alone
the mrals of a hall-cducated or less
than Lalf educated young man under
the syell of a stravge literature in
which, because it Is strange und not of
the coul try and people hie knows, he has
no data wherewith to check the parts,
the crude shyings or glowing unreason
of his anthor.

Ladies, 0! all other sipners, commit
the most waste in this dircction. To
be sure on2 reason is that they are
taught more modern languages to waste
than are theivr me-e relatives. The
more productive cause, however, is the
mistaken theory in their education,
which counts the art of speech in for-
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cign tongues as a chief and ultimate ob-
ject, ignoring altogether the art of hav-
ing anything worth saylug in them.
It is diffjcall to persuade womer. that
knowing more or less several languages
is not in ftsell efther a conscquence or
& causc of superior capacity, except in
the linguistic faculty, and thav it i8
more desirable to think soundly in one
language than to tal: sillily m a dozen.
But jt swould be hard to blame them
for an exaggerated estimate of their re-
lative value of linguistic accomplish-
merts in their education, when it is one
held by so many of those to whom they
arc tavght to look for guidavce, viz:
their partners at balls, and their hus-
bands.

Once & lady wus being discussed ; one
gentlerraa waus enthusiastic and right-
1y so, fo: the lady was pretty and plea-
sant. ““And she s so clever, you
know,” he wouad up. *‘Is she clever ?**
dubijously replied s hearer who knew
the lady, and who knew also that in
the society she frequented, little ance-
dotes .:oncerning bher, founded on a some-
what excessive naivete, scarcely compa-
tibl. with ary form of cleverness, were
apt to circulate. “Clever!™ excluimed
the other in amazement at the doubt.
“Clever ! why, she can speak four lan-
guuzes!” And this carcied the ques-
tion. Everybody agreed that a woman
who could speak four lunguages was
clever. The lady could do this 1or she
had lived much of her life in foreign
countries—she had the keys; nobody
askec what she did with them, but it
80 happened that there was not one lan-
guage she could think in.

But when we have all learned, men
and women, to keep and to use our real
and our ligurative keys, the golden age
will have returned upon the earth, con-
siderably improved, and we shall be a
world of sages.
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PREPARATORY DISCIPLINE,
**No, I'll not marry. I think I'll be-
come a Sister of Charity.”
‘““ You don’t know what that means.”
“Don’t I? Haven't I sat up with
you every night from 8 to 1 for three
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