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can be used in -place of green. The
plants should be knocked out of the
pots and placed in other receptacles;
if the latter are too small or shallow
to receive the plants, the balîs can be
reduced or cut to fit.

If no receptacles are on hand,theplant
can be placed on pieces of paper or other
material to save the cloth. Mounds of
moss can be made around the bail of
earth and covered with f ern, asparagus,
smilax or other green; and flowers
of one kind and color placed on the
Imounds.

be arranged in one or possibly two colors.
The most important point is to see that
the color of the fiowers used harmonizes
as nearly as possible with the dishes or
other ornaments on the table. Primula
obeonica, P. chinensis, P. stellata, the
many varieties of narcissus, freesias,
tulips, poppies, coreopsis, godetia, Heli-
anthus cucumerifolia and multifiora fi.
pl., and many other kinds of fiowers, are
ail very useful for table work.

'HE USE 0F ]FRUIT

Fruit is used very often as a part of'
table decorations, and if possible should
be displayed on glass, dishes, as glass
seems to, show off fruit better than
dishes made of other material. Fruit,
as a rule, looks best dressed with its own
foliage; but when dishes have to be
dressed several hours ahead of time, as
necessity very often requires, the leaves
generally'curl and lose the*ir shape. In
this case it would be preferable to, eln-
ploy leaves of a thicker texture, such as
those of ivy, laurel, aucubg, bay, and
so on, as they will keep longer out of
water.

Pineapples should be dressed with
their own foliage. Maidenhair fern can
be uised with strawberries and kept fresh
by utilizing smiall glass tubes filled with
water inserted among the fruit. Straw-
bDerry plants that have good large ripe

well arranged centrepiece, and to make
every ornamneit upon the table (whether
floral or otherwise) subordinate to the
centre one. If the table sbould be so
long as to require three principal pieces,
it would be best to use two elegant plants
with graceful and finely divided foliage,
one at each end,; they will set off
the central floral arrangement much
better than two other floral pieces
would.

It is essential that everything on the
table should harmonize so that it will
please, the most criticalý eye. Strong
color contrasts must always be avoided.

Trouble With Azalea
About Christmnas last year I purchased a fine

plant of azalea. After a short time ail the leaves
fell off; what, probably, caused it?-R. S.,
Troronto.

This -plant most lWely has been allow-
ed to become dry at the root. This, with
the dry air of ordinary dwelling houses,
spoils these plants. WVhen they have
dropped their leaves theyý are of little
use. An azalea in full bloom, that is to
be used as a house plant, should, be
thoroughly watered when received and
should be kept well watered and in a'
ecol, liglit place, where the air is as fresh
as possible.-Answered by Thos. Man-
ton, Eglinton, Ont.
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