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PHEASANT CULTURE.
BN T 'Id blCi VRAN M .

(Continied from inst week).
Cost of Raising by New Method.

Let us now compare the new sc
tilic method with the old. The re
of the Massachussets commission
lieriments reports as follows:

"Not only is the feeding of
larvS necessary, but it is much chea
thal the eggs and custard. Six sheî
plucks a day, costing front three
five cents each, (according to locati
will produce food for 300 chicks u
old enough to feed on scak
grlilt,,

Six plucks will give froim six
eight quarts of maggots. c e .
ailoîs a cost of wnyfv cents, je,
feed 300 pheasants one day- H
mtuch will feed theni for thirty da)
$52 That would be on an aver
of 2,1_' cents each for the first ti
days.

By an examina.ion of the books
our own pheasantry (Canadian Plie
aniry, Iamilton, Ontario), we lea
that it just takes 25 bushels of corn
feed 300 pheasants for four mont]:
when they are out on grass. Allowii
the corn to bc 4o cents per bushel.
$io,-it costs on an average 3r's cen
each per pheasant, for the four mont
after the change front maggot food.

The pheasants are now five mont
old and have reached maturity, ai
not counting the grass and ti
thousands of insects they have caugi
for themîselves, have cost for actu
feed about 5- cents per bird.

Market for Pheasants.

Fron the nost reliable sources m
have obtained estimates on what
costs to raise pheasants in Europe t
stock their preserves. lhe estimate
range from $i per bird to $2-6c
This nay be accounted for by th
unscientific methods of the ganc
keepers, the damp climateand the dis
cases pectliar to the young pheasant
there that are unknown here iî
Amierica.

Now when we have shown tha
pieasants can be raised to maturiti
here for less than ten cents each ir
unlimited numbers, could not ail the
preserves of Europe be stocked from
Anerica, and that too at less thar
half the cost that the English noble
men now pay ? With our fast line o
steamers we can sec nothing to prevent
it, and the trade and profit therefrom
wjll far exceed that of poultry with
the Oid Country.

Thougi pheasants can be raised
more cheaply than hens, there is no
likelihood of the price of the pheasant
ever falling so low as that of the com-
mon hen. 'l'he flesh of the pheasant in
delicacy and richness of flavor sur-
passes ail other birds, and will always
command a handsome price as the
ch.iicest and nost nu:rtious flesh for
invalids.

Pheasant culture in America is only
in its infancy, and we cannot sec
where there cn be a reduction in
prices to any great extent for years
to come. There will be good orders
from every state in the Union (except
those already stocked) to replace the
native gaime birds whiclh are fast dis-
appearing. Canada also is to be
stocked. New breeders will need a

F A R M I N G

stock to start with and wealthy gentle
ton will have their own preserves tc

stock.
\Ve are informed that ex-President

Clevelanld lias purchased eighty-five
acres, which he intends for a game
prescrve, and which he will stock with
E'nglisî and Moigolian pheasants.

Villian Hendrie, one of our Cana-
dian iilionaires, intends to stock with
pheasants severai hundred acres of
land lying five miles west of this city
(Hamilton, Ont.), and no doubt there
arc otiier gentlemen of wealth who
wili catch the contagion and establisi

nrivae gaine preserves. lhis witi thedemand by gun cluîbs wiii make plîca-
sant-raising a profitable business for
years 10 corne. Mr. Horne, author of
" Plîcasant Keeping for Amateurs,"
infrms us that pheasants are exposed
for sale hy the tlîousaîîds oi lthe
markets ail over te iterior of China,
and we look forward to the tite when
it will be the sane in this country.

(To be continued)

POTATO CULTURE.
By A F Wit-soN in lwa lloutstfal

In raising potatoes the first thing is
te seiecîing of the seed. I have no

vitality enotugli to the sprotut. 'l'a
an old case knife, break the blade
two about the middle, make it sha
and keep it sharp. Take a bush
basket, put a scoop full in the opposi
side from where you sit. When th(
are cut, give your basket a little shak
to level then and put in anoth
scoopful. Pay no attention to tl
eyes, handie youî knife lively and yo
can cut twenty-five bushels a day wt
case. But if you take a dull kni
and about as long reaching for a potat
as youî ouglit to be cuttng it, look fo
every eye, cut in about half way an
break out, yoîî wiil do Wveil to Cuciglit bushels, and will gel left as
potato raiser. I have a potato cutte
that I can cut one htndred bushels
day with. Piow yotîr ground abousix inches deep, take youir cultivato
remove te two inside shovels, fastei
lthe bcams the right distance aparwith a piece of scantling-about titre
and one-half feet-and go ahead o
the planter and lay off the rows. Afte
you get once straight through, let on
horse walk in the furrow, so that on
shovel will go twice im the same row
as you can't loosen up the ground to
muc rglît under your row. I use
potato planter, and cati plant eighi

A Stone Crusher is needed on thi, road. There, t stone for.the fence but none for the roads.

patience with the idea that little pota.
y toes are as good for seed as any.
' Select your seed as carefully as youwould your sed cor. A man who

raised the bes potaîoes that I ever
tsaw atained bis success mainly by- selecîing bis seed. He eslablisied a

reputation and in an early day heoften got 25 cents a bushel extra forl ts potaîoes. Never plant scabby or
diseased potaloes. Il is a uittle nîaggot
that plays ail the mischief It leaves
its eggs in the potato and if you plant
then you will have scab, and it will
get worse. Anybody can convince
himseif by taking a pen knife at
digging time and examinng them
then. They can be killed by immers-
ing in vitriol water or Paris green, but
my plan is not to plant them. I
always sort my seed, and the heaviest
potato dealer in the state said that my
potatoes were the freest from disease
of any lie handled. This disease is
the worst thing potato raisers, dealers
and buyers have to contend with, and
it ought to be against the law to plant
diseased potatoes. This disease was
brought west from New York. The a
potatoes should be cut with about two s
eyes to a piece. If you cut too small, i
one eye on a piece, there is not sub- p
stance enough. It does not give

acres a day and do it better than any-
body can do by hand. If you do not
mark off with cultivator it is liard on
two horses, but if marked off any team
can step right along and do a better
job and a more satisfactory one in
every way. After planting a few daysblind cultivate them, then just as they
begin to come througi the ground
give them a good lap harrowing cross-
ways, and tiîey cati gel op a good
iteiglt to plow. Now take your eagle.
claw cutivator and it is just fun to
plow hem. Plow again a time or two,
lay the>n by with larger shovels and
you wiii have no weeds, without ever
using a hoe. Let a potato raiser see a
man in the field wearing his ife out
wotv a hoe and a broad smile will come
over bis face, and he will be sorry for
bis ignorance. n digging I use a
bigger. I can and have dug r,ooo
bushels a day and hands wili average i
Po busheis each picking up after it.
Polatoes shouid not be dug till they cre ripe and should be handied with n
care-not skinned or bruised-and

iaen sold they should be screened fi
d ail scabby, diseased potatoes t

orted out. Many potato raisers stand s
n their own light in trying tu crowd b
moaoes onto the dealer that are not f,
uerchanlab-e. This is not as good a i

ke potato country as it w.as wiere we
in .formîerly lived, but for nany things we
rp like it better,
el
te
y INTENSIVE FARMING.

ke ny'r C.wan à w nuFrc,,trSt I
er and roronto.

te By intensive farng, as regards
lu lanîd, is reay meant the produc tion of
h the largest aimount of ltterial con
e ainig ithe argcst amotnt of feeding
0 value for either stock or hutmait con-r sumption. When we apply ite erni
d " intensive farming', 10 a stock farmî,t We nican that the greateststcer of
a1 hcad per acre are properly fed front
r lthe land. We gel our lesson it in-a tetsive farming for iuman consminp-
t lion fronai te nirkct gardener, who.

by coîîstantly einpioyiitg ail lue soit,n practically gets several crops off lte
t land in one year. But there is a ece-
f ment in il wiici is not usuaiiy care-
f fuily taken mbt consideratioi, witiî ther result that tiere is a greater percetîtage
e of failure among people who altempt
e " intensive " work than anong the less
, ambitious farmters. I refer to the
o exhaustion of the soi by cropping and
t grazing. The more intensive your
t farmiîing the more exhaustive it viel be,

and then you cannot obtain from the
start the fullest possible feeding value
in your crops if you do not manure in
a rational manner. Sinîce the dis-
covery that legumes can be made to
yield us an immense supply of nitro.
gen for crops, intensive farming is mîuch
easier and can more reasonably bemade profit2ble. If we carry on astock farm in an intensive way we are
not likely to suffer mucli loss of the
mineral element of potasi from our
land, but it may be much harder on
the bone earth or phosphate which the
animais, and particularly the growing
ones, store up in the bony structure
or give off in their milk. But even if
we farmt without stock, whici we can
do very well, the grains and ripened
fruits atd grasses sod carry aivay the
boite cartit very rapidiy. If we sdilstraw, and the full product in fact, wemust supply boti the phosphate first
and the potash in a few years. The
nitrogen w-! cani geî (rom grosvingleguites t plow under.

The case you refer 10 in your issueOf 261ih August, ttat of Mr. D. M.
Mclderson, scarcely cotes under this
heead, as lie buys a large amount of his
feed, and also, I uîîderstand, lie doesnot produce lis young stock, but boys
then from his neigliboîs. In this wayle saves a large amounît of the bone
earth of his own farni at the expenseof his less astute neigh.bors, but even
with all this care I venture the opinion
that already the feeding value of Mr.
McPherson's fodders and grains cati
be so largely increased by rational
nanuring of the soi that a large part oflie "$2,18o.5o iard cash " paid out for
feed could be saved. I even venture
o predict that Mr. McPherson will
have this fact forced upon him by hisown observation, for he fully appre-iates what lie is saving by letting bis
eigibors grow cattle for him.
An important point in intensive

arming is maintaining or- increasinghie fertility or producing power of the
oit. As Mr. McPherson's farm bas
een quoted in this matter, we may
irly take it into the diecussion. He

s adding nitrogen to bis soil no doubt


