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THlE NlE-SSAGE-. DICKIlEC\RID

'LICKILE vas indeed the dearest little pet
that any aie could have, and niany a
happy liomur Carrie Maliiing spent in
playîing witi lier little featilered play-
f fellow. le wvIas a verv young bird

wlien lie "was first given to lier, so lie soon
lcaried to kiow lis little nistress and love lier
dearly. Carrie would leave his cage door open
and lie wlould fly to lier shotulder, and nestle
there while lie sang his sweetest songs to lier,
and slhe vould put lis favorite lienipseed be-
tween her lips and let himîî eat it fromî that
hidinîg place.

Carrie liad nîeitlier brothers nor sisters, but
sie was nlever loiely when she could play with
Dickie.

Onîe of Carrie's little playiates was almost
as fond of' Dickie as Carrie lierself, and she
often used to belg Carrie to lend Dickie to lier
for a few days, so tilat sle iight pretend that
lhe w'as lier "l really own " bird, but Carrie vas
never willing to do this.

I couldn't lend aoîu iy own darling birdie,
could I ? "l she asked, as slie held lier little pet
close up to lier and stroked his briglit yellow
fealiers, and Dickie turied lis miischlievous
little black eyes up to lier face, as if lie quite
agreed witlh lier, tliat they could not be parted.
One day wlienu Carrie expected lier little friend
to cole and pass tie day witlh her, she waited
in vain for lier to iiake lier appearatice, and
late in the aIteriooi word came that a, Nellie
was about to rui downl the high browi stole
steps in front of lier home, on lier va' to
Carrie's bouse, slhe hiad slipped and fallen, and
liad broken lier ankle boie verv badlv.

'Tlie n eks that 1ollow ed seeced verv long
ones to tIe little girl, who lihad - er kiow i
before wlat il w'as to be slhut up iln tie house,
and somuetimîes it seemed as if the coniinement
was alnost as bad as the pain. Carrie caie
verv often to see ber, but she liad her schiool
work ; there were mnaiy liours in every dav that
sle could not possibly spend vith lier little
friend, and Nellie sighed over her loneliness,
and wislhed that site had soie little play'fellow
Who could stav with lier all the time.

"I wish vou would lend me Dickie just while
I arn sick, she said one day to Carrie, as tIe
little girl was bidding lier good-by.

" Oh, I couldn't, possibly," Carrie replied,
lastily. " WhyV, I should miss himîî so dread-
fully' that I wouldi't know what to do witli
myîVself, and anvlhow I thiik Dickie would miss
tme, too, and it miglit iake iimîî sick to pine
for nie."

"I wislh you would try anyway," Nellie
picadei, but Carrie oily repeated lier refusai,
and ranl quickly liomnew\'ard, thinking to lierself
that there vas no one in all the world to wlon
she could possibly spare lier little leatliered
pet for even a wllole day.

\Vhei slhe reaclhed home she went up inîto
lier own roomi and lifting the cage down fromn
its look, opened the door, and let Dickie fly
out. The little bird flew' to lier shoulder, and
nestled there as lovingly as ever, while lie sang
a sweet tune to show his love for lier.

Carrie was very thouglhtful as sle stood
stroking the soft feathers. She was thinking
about lier little sick friend, and lier wisli tait
Dickie miglit corne and be company for lier.
If she vere in Nellie's place, howv glad she
would be if lier little friend would he willing to
deny lierself sote pleasure, when it wvould so
liglten the long iours in the sick roon. Could
she do it ?

At firsIt it seemed as impossible as ever, but
the text slhe had chosei onlly the wleek before,
for lier birthlday te xt, came into her miinîd, and
she could ot banish it.

" Even Christ pleased not Himself."
-lad she not iade up lier mind nl lier birth-

day tliat this iew year shold sece lier followiig
ii the footsteps of H lim who pleasedl not Ilimn-
self ? Hiad sle nol determinîed tait, for I s
diear sake, she would give up lier own wishes
and trv to nakce otliers happy ?

Stili how could she lend lier little bird w hen
she loved himîî so dearlv ? To he sure slhe


