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unto by another youthful maiden, in form and feature so
like her, who bad just left him, that he could almost imag-
ine them the same. A glance around the apartment,
however, dispelled the momentary fancy. Its rich-and
beautiful adornments afforded ‘a striking contrast to the"f'

appointments of that humble room. :

He was roused from his meditations by the nngmo' of
the street bell, and in a moment Mr. and Mrs. Lansdowne
came forward to welcome their early and long-tried friend.
~ ~The good man, who loved them with an: affection akin
to that which he felt for his own family, had preserved a .
watchful care over their earthly and epiritual welfare.
Sometimes he feared that their wealth and fame might
draw away their hearts from the highest good and impair
the simplicity of their religious faith.

After the first cordial greetings, in accordance with his
habit on occasions like this, he indulged in a careful scru-
tiny of his two friends. :

- Time had in no wise impaired the charms of Mrs. Lans-
downe. Experience of life, maternal cares, and religious
duties had added a softer light to her once proud beauty,
" and her old friend might well be pardoned a thrill of admi-

'@ ration as he gazed a.xid thought within his heart, that Mrs.'r

Lansdowne, robed in black velvet, Mechlin lace, and the
diamonds of the house of Rossillon, surpassed in loveliness,
§ the radmnt Adele Duboxs, arrayed in the aerial garments of
‘ mrlhood -
* When also his keén eye had wandered over the face and
figure of John Lansdowne, it returned from its explora-



