CHAMPLAIN, 17

with & war party of Montmagnais, bent on ascending, under
their guidance, the Riviére des Iroquois, as the River Richelieu was
then called. The eager explorer soon found how little he could
depend on the aid of his new allies. They encamped for two days
on the way, and quarrelled, the greater number going back in dis-
gust to their homes. He found, too, that the ascent of the stream
was barred by rocky ledges, over which the white surging rapids
dashed with furious force. He was obliged to send home his own
boat and men, keeping only two Frenchmen with him, while the
Indian warriors carried their canoes through the tangled forest to
the smooth stream above.

- At last, however, Champlain had the satisfaction of entering the
beautiful lake that still bears his name. Itsshores were the hunting
grounds of the fierce Iroquois, and the valley of New York State
beyond it was dotted with the palisaded villages that formed their
strongholds. To pass from Lake Champlain to Lake George and
thence by portage to the Hudson, and attack the Mohawks in their
home, was the plan of the Indian warriors, provided they did not
meet the enemy on the way.

But at Crown Point this expedition of red men discovered at
nightfall, through the dusk, a flotilla of the Iroquois canoes. Dark
a8 it was the enemies recognized each other with savage war-cries.
The Iroquois landed close by and labored all night, as Champlain
could see, at the work of entrenching themselves behind a barricade
made of trees felled on the spot. Champlain’s allies lashed their
canoes together with poles and danced and shouted till morning
broke.

The three Frenchmen lay concealed, each in his canoe, till the
critical moment approached. When the attacking canoes reached
the shore and their owners landed, Champlain could see some two
hundred tall, strong Indian warriors advancing from the forest to
meet them. As they approached the attacking Indisns called for
their gallant defender, who came forward before the astonished
Iroquois in the imposing garb of a French soldier, and fired his
arquebuse. As its report resounded two of the Iroquois warriors
fell. The savages replied with a yell and showers of arrows, but
shots in rapid succession soon broke their advance into a retreat, and
they fled in terror and confusion.
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