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THE YEAR'S DECLIXE.

BY THE REV. M. A. WALLACE, §. E. C.

TFne year is old again,—and Nature seems

A seene of corrowing sights wide spread around ;
Ihere’s saduess in the skies, the woods,the streams,
I 'he dull blue oceéan und the dusky ground

Deep stillness reigns where many a joyous sound
Of life and minh enliven'd the biight bow'rs,
The sun is cold—the earth is all unerown'd.—
Decay has withered up the glorious flow 'rs,

Aud every charm is gohe from this poor world of

our's!

\Who can hehold the scene that [ survey,

And feel not sorrow for the bright and fair ?
1 never loved the dark, avtumual day,

With its sere foliage, aud 1ts branches bare.
Who hears s blasts along the cloudy air

tut s '_us fur-winds soft blowing from the west !

winds that all but banish care
tuynults of the soul to rest,

Aud near persuade the heart that Man is s vmetimes

blest

The sweeta of Summer are around ns dying,
Whilé-duleet br

ezes make a plaintive moan ;

hie leaves of Autumnare around us fiving,

And beauty falleth from her flowery throne :

L le free, glad birds that swept the sky are flown
Lesving the groves to silence, strange and deep,
And all are gone, and we are left alone

Midst shades that dssken & midst blasts that sweep,

weep.

Chill hontg! chill hours ! for'all ye take away
What du ye bring to Jighten up the gloom '—
Y e have no chaim—ye have no cheering ray;
And wi ere ye light, alas ! there is no bloom ;
It seems ye are the messeugers of doom

To leave uo life, but scatter, vanquish all,
T'hen howl a sgng above the general tomb

e f ye revelled thro® a banguet hall,

And not along a waste where blight and shadews

“fall.

Ob ! desolate, dull earth ! thou art bereft

OF all that did array thee,—and thos art
L'en now like to suthe lonely onz when left
To the dread portion of a broken heart :—
Tu-lagking on thee, we would almost start
Fear-stficken, from thy wreichedness, and cry

“ When Summer fades, ah, may we, 100, depart

Aud give earth’s changes for a truer sky,

To gaze o'er sceies 0'el which all gentle eyes mnust
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Where sadness may not gome, where beauty may | (he rast mouth, has been remarkably wet and approaching our shores. The anxiety res:

not die.’

Look out no more upon the landscaps wide—
A blank is there—a melanchely void—

T he fiow'18 & fruits are gone—the ~ummer’s pride, | a co pmle husricane irom “the uorih. s Thel

And e’en the soft, green grass is all destroyed
Like pleasures, glorics, honors, once enjoyed
A joyless.thought is all that's left us now ;—
*Till Hope, the Spirit—never unemployed,
Leaps forth anon, and cools the anxicus brow,

With flow’rs from many a stalk, and leaves from' wmgery.

many a bough.

W hen life’s young spring of bliss hath passed away,

And Avtumin comes with all its dull decline,—
W hen 1 shall stand aud view the sad decay

(Per which no more fny Summer suns shall shine
~() may such hope, in that lone hour be mise,
To point to scenes where Automn is unkunown :

When "T'iuth, and nghf Ihd fadeless bloom com. . bout in varwus direciinns,

bink
T o, form the glories "round some blissful throne,
When | shall ehgnge earth’s lyres, for harps
heav'nly tone !
St. Andrewsy 16th Nov. lMB.
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