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—
of Alaska canneries which must hare 
come from some ship in distress. These 
leases had not been in the water long as 
the wood was scarcely soaked through.

The damage to city property in Stan­
ley park is estimated at $1,000. The 
damage to telegraph and telephone wires 
about $50,000. The total aggregate dam­
age is thought to hare been fully $75,-

Small shipping suffered, very much and 
in some places along the foreshore the 
contour of the shore Hue has .been chang­
ed. The road leading to tile water 
.works liiie, np the Capflano, is barricad­
ed with fallen trees. Plate glass and 
window panes were smashed all over 
the city and fences 
in evefy direction^

ESTIMATES OF DAMAGES.
Vancouver, Dec. 28.—(Special : 

respondencej—The Colonist correspond­
ent was in direct telephonic communica­
tion -with Steveston and lEburn this 
morning. The total loss at "Steveston is 
said to be about $50,000. The Albion 
Island cannery appears to have suffered 
the most. All their cabins, used by Jap­
anese, whites and Indians, have been 
washed away. Much of 
stored in the cannery" has been soaked 
with water and much damage has been 
done by the displacing of tiles. The 
Scottish-Cauadian suffered about $3,000 
loss. The corner was knocked off the 
Colonial by à runaway scow. All the 
canneries on the river suffered to a 
greater or less extent, but none sustained 
a very heavy loss.

The dykes are all gone.
At the Cleeve’s camp 10 Japanese 

said to have been drowned in the flood. 
They were missing aufl could not be ac­
counted for. This morning; however, it 
was rumored that the missing men had 
turned up. The rumor has not been 
firmed.

From Eburn it was learned that at 
Terra Nova the loss was estimated at 
$25,000. The canneries suffering the 
worst on "the islands were the Labra­
dor, said to be almost totally demolish­
ed; thf Albion, the Scottish-Cauadian 
and the Colonial, as well as the Cleeve 
cannery statioii. The loss to the can­
neries lias not been estimated. The loss 
estimated by the destruction of the dykes 
is $50,000, and the total loss to dykes, 
ruined crops and canneries has been 
roughly computed at $150,000, bringing 
the total sum up to $200,000 damages 
along the river as far" as has been as­
certained, but it is feared that much 
more damage has been done elsewhere 
that has not yet been reported.

THE BROKEN CABLE.
The latest report from the C. P. R. 

Telegraph company is that the cable 
broken by the steamship Aorangi will 
not be ready for business for several 
days yet. It transpires that when the 
Aorangi’s anchor fouled the cable, that 
the steamship was so rapidly drifting 
ashore that almost everyone on board 
had secured life belts, arid at one time 
the steamship was iff imminent danger 
of being Beeched.

=for Sydney, New South Wales. From
Sydney she went to (Newcastle for coal: 
which she took to Honolulu. In the lat­
ter port she loaded with Hawaiian sugar 
for San Francisco. Owing to the strike" 
■troubles in California she was a long 
time discharging. From San Francisco 
she cleared for Chemainus, where she 
was to load again for Sydney. She ar­
rived at Port Angeles on December 24. 
The Magic was despatched to tow her 
from Port Angeles to Chemainus.

The Caine is owned mainly by Capt. 
Caine, though several other Seattle 
business men and San Francisco ship­
pers have stock in her. The vessel was 
insured for $55,000. She cost in com­
mission about $60,000. - The Caine’s 
length over all is 208 feet, beam 41 feet, 
depth of hold 14 feet^jQ inches and capa­
city 880 tons gross. She was named in 
honor of Mrs. Caine by her chief owner.

The Santa Clara remains fast, efforts 
to haul her off by the tug Pioneer hav­
ing failed yesterday. The (Pioneer went 
out *° the stranded vessel; which lies 
with a .big list with the rocks puncturing 
her hull from stern to bow, at 4 a. m. 
yesterday and although a steady strain 
was kept on the hawser placed on the 

from 5 a. m. to 9 a. m., when the 
tide began to fall again, the tug failed 
to move her. The Pioneer had tugged 
at the stranded vessel the day before 
and failed to move her and yesterday, 
the Santa Clara seemed even more set­
tled on the rocks, having fallen over 
on her port beam and a pinnacle of 
rock had punctured her hull amidshine. 
pie crew engaged yesterday in taking 
down the yards and making the ship 
snug. Other attempts will be made at 
high water today to save the vessel. As 
she lies on the rocks in the bight »f 
trial island not far from where the 
barge Velos laden with stone from the 
Haddington island quarries for the Par­
liament buildings was lost in a gale 
about; eight years ago, she has a pic­
turesque, although sorrowful looking ap­
pearance. Large numbers of spectators 
are daily going out near the scene to 
view the stranded vessel 

The steamer Shinano Marti" of the 
Nippon-Yusen-Kaisha line was still on 
fire when the steamer (Majestic left Seat­
tle, to which port the burning steamer 
had steamed yesterday morning. The 
Shanano Maru reached Seattle on Friday 
morning at 4 a. m. and remained all day 
and ail night in the stream off Smith’s 
Cove. The fire, which is confined to 
the forward part of the ship’s hold. * 
being kept well under control. When 
it was first discovered her hatches were 
battened down, ail openings for pos­
sible draughts were closed, and the 
compartment has since geen kept filled 
with steam. This morning the Shinano 
wail be brought alongside the Great 
Northern dock and as much of her cargo 
will be discharged as is necessary to 
reach the location of and completely ex­
tinguish the fire.

The fire, believed to have originated 
through spontaneous combustion of cot­
ton, which composes the greater part of 
the Shinano’s cargo, vnas dxsooveted' 
December 23 at 11 SO a. m., in latitude 
51 degrees 15 minutes uorth and longi­
tude 149 degrees 15 minutes west, 1,025 
mi.es off Cape Flattery. A strong west­
erly wind was blowing, and the seas 
were running high. The first intimation 
came in smoke emitted from the fore­
castle. Fourteen members of the crew 
were for a few minutes practically over­
come, though all were hastily revived 
when once removed to the open. Mean­
while the passengers of the vessel acted 
with the utmost composure. There was 
no great excitement, and, under the di­
rection of Capt. W. H, Cope, the hatches 
were battened down and steam turned 
into the hold to smother the fire.

The vessel at once put back for the 
strait. She made the return voyage, not 
only to Port Townsend but to-Smith 
cove, under her own steam. Her pas­
sengers, numbing over 100, came on 
her from Port Townsend; though given 
the privilege of leaving the ship at that 
port. Capt. ■Cope is commended by them 
UJ the highest terms for the manner in 
which he commanded the ship under 
sueh trying -circumstances. They also 
speak m wofds of praise of the work of 
the other members of the crew. Under 
the Bcmrd of Trade regulations Câpt. 
•pope should have brought the steamer 
into Victoria, for the regulations say that 
a steamer or ship on fire must be taken 
to the nearest port. Had she come here 
the tug Pioneer which has a large pump 
would, have been available to assist in 
subduing the fire.

Another shipping casualty reported is 
thaf of the French bark -Henriette, laden 
with redwood for England, which topped* 
ovm- in Astoria harbor on Thursday 
night and is nearly submerged, only the 
tops of her masts showing above water 
at high tide. The Henriette dragged 
her anchor during the storm of Christ­
mas night and went near shdre. The 
tug W ai lute took her to deeper water, 
but not deep enough, for when the tide 
fell next night, she settled either on "her 
own anchor or on a rock. A Bole was 
stove xn her bottom and she began to 
fin at once. By midnight there 
three feet of water in the hold. As the 
water came up in the vessel’s hold she 
slipped out into greater depth, and be­
fore daylight was hull down in thé wat­
er. She rests on an even keel upright.

The Teachers’. 81
into grave prominence the immense in­
crease in its power and size. The state 
revenue from drink has increased tram 
£35,000,000 in 1896 to £43,000,000 in 
1901. The number of barrels of beer 
manufactured has grown from 33,000,000 
to 36,000,000. The number of gallons 
of spirits paying dqty has increased 
from 39,000,000 to .45,000,000, the in- 

being nearly 6,000,000 on home, 
while foreign have slightly decreased.

So much for the volume of the trade, 
But there has been an equally marked 
development in the direction of the con­
centration and consolidation of the trade. 
The number of distinct and separate 
-brewers has shown the extraordinary 
decrease from 15,744 in 1882 to 6,110 
in 1901. The number of licenses has re- 
mamed almost stationary, though there 
has been a slight decrease of 350 publi­
cans licenses since 1898, and of over a 
thousand beer and wine “on” licenses 
during the same period. But there has 
been a sinister increase of the grocers' 
il^?8es 'to™1 8,055 in 1898 to 9,746 in 
1«MH. There has been a very marked 
and ominous increase of grocers’ li­
censes in Ireland—the spirit retailers in 
especia! from MS in $68-to 1,170 in 
1901—and the “domestic” trade in spirits 
and wme .has expanded throughout ttie 
Y nited Kingdom, having almost doubled 
since ■ 1882.

-PROVINCIAL NEWS NOTES.
■Smallpox has been stamped 
rand Forks.

jymag the week ended December 20. 
the .■Granby smelter treated 4,892 tons

tons** t0Dna8e lreatM t0 date’ 
J. Sukine, a brakeman on thé <ï. p. 

R., While coupling cars at -Nelson, had 
his left hand caught betwen two cars 
and one finger crushed so badly that it 
was necessary to amputate it close to the hand.

At -Marysville the townsite company 
has a saw mill about finished, the rock 
fpr the smelter is being quarried and the 
excavations for the smelter structure are 
being made. A brickmakiug plànt is in 
operation making brick for the smelter 
building and furnaces. Two large ho- 
tekare just abont fipisjied and another 
notel has been occupied for some time 
The town already has a grocery, drng 
«ore, restaurant, real estate office and a 
few shacks.

The Moyie Leader says in case of a 
general provincial election next spring, 
it seems altogether i’kely that J. C. 
Drewry will be a candidate for election 
from the riding of South East Koote-

The Grand Forks .Liberal association 
held its annual meetNig last Tuesday 
eveaing and elected the following offl- 
çers: Dr. Westmood, president; James 
Anderson, first vice-president; P. T. Mc- 
Lallum, second viee-preydent: Dr. K. C. 
Macdonald, secretary; D. D. Munro, 
treasurer. Executive committee, J. B 
Henderson, G. T. P/irke, Geo. E. Clark,

» Donalds°u and Alex. Miller.
• A®. the result of a premature explosion 
m the snowshoe mine Saturday morn- 
mg, Henry Syrsted had his eyes almost 
Mown out and his legs4>roken, and an­
ther miner named Gillespie had his 
wrist broken, besides sustaining other 
serious injuries. ,

(Sim Galloway, of Spokane, is await­
ing trial at Nelson on a charge of in- 
ducing. his wife to lead an immoral life.

Sheriff Tuck, of Nelson, has seized the 
interest of J. J. Fiuetot in the Manhat­
tan Rose, South Fork, Boston. Pretoria 
and Joubert mineral claims, situated‘on 
the south fork of Kasio creek, to satis­
fy a judgment in faynr of Frank Con- 
ruyt for $994,75.

Recent investigations into the occur­
rence of copper in the Nicola, justify 
the belief that within the mineral belt 
there is a series of fissures, some of 
■which are true fissure veins, which .con­
tain native copper, appearing as oxidies, 
at the grass roots, and sulphides at a 
depth of 20 to 100 feet beW the 
face, aOeordiug to conditions.

It is announced that W. H. Aldridge, 
/nanager of thè* Trail smelter, has been 
experimenting extensively as to a means 
of Tefimiuy jimk-as a result he ig: satis- 

Wlth"a PlaQt costing about $40,000 he can treat lead,
The Nelson Miner reports that ar- 

rangements are being made to build a 
200-ton smelter at Kasio.

Slocan ore shipments for last year 
amounted to 2,847 tons,, from 10 proper­
ties. This year over "6.000 tons have 
been shipped, representing the output 
of 14 properties.
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School Trustees Accord a Meas­

ure of Justice to Those 
Underpaid.

Reported Loss of Nine Ships 
Swept From Their Moorings 

In Clallam Bay.

crease
Spencer’s Big Store Was Com 

pletely Gutted by Fire 
Last Night. .

k-

Mayor’s Strictures As to Fin­
ances Meets With Cold 

Shoulder

and sheds are downSteveston Submerged and Dykes 
on the Lower Fraser 

Destroyed.

8

Flood of Water From One End 
of the Biÿldlng to the 

Other. .

„ . . . . ............... 72,868

rne changes, however, recently made In 
Hto Revenue and School Acta win In 1902, 
reduce the net amount contributed 

u 50Ternment, and therefore Increase 
ÏSÎ , nden, on «N» c|ty, aa wUl be seen by 
the following estimated statement:
To Interest and tinting fund on 

school debt foc'the year 1902 ....$ 5,868 
T9».e^ï?ated 8nm to complete new 

High School In addition to the *30.- 
000^ liorrowed for this purpose In

To current expenditure "for general 
school purposes, based on three 
previous years, and with the 
ratio of Increase ....................

Cor- •t

The 'Mayor saye he thinks the school 
trustees are inclined to be extravagant 
and thé school trustees, figuratively 
speaking, put their, thumb to their 
dose and last 
own business.”

Great Damage to Canneries 
and Other Property—Many 

Ships Aground.
’

Loss Estimated at Quarter of a 
Million Dollars With Half 

Insured.
night said “Mind yonr 

They have spent to 
within $360 of their authorized revenue 
and, as Trustee Belyea said, in view of 
the very extraordinary letter of His 
Worship in the evening paper, the board 
proposes to spend that amount to the 
very last cent

“I don’t think it lies in the mouth of 
either the mayor or aldermen to say 
anything anent school matters after the 
manner in which the Point Bilice bridge 
matter was handled,”- said -the above- 
named mèmber of the board, whereat the 
rest of the trustees’ smiled assent.

“It is only a red.7herring," said air 
other, “and we do not propose to disturb 
the_ scent.”

Not only did the representatives of 
the educational interests of the city de­
liberately set themselves about spending 
the balance of last year’s allowance, but 
they very materially raised the amount 
of their prospective demand ftfr the 
forthcoming 12 months by doing a small 
measure of justice to a number of 
teachers whose salaries have been no­
toriously too low. v. ■

There: was not a vacant" chair at the 
board when Chairman Hall called the 
meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. The first 
business -was the report by the finance 
committee of accounts totaling $293.52, 
which were ordered paid. -

At this point the Chairmah wished to 
know what action, if any, the board pro-
S’«ed.etiJato t0 ^ ,Slr’-A gentleman from Vancouver In-

™ evening paper. The forms me that Vancouver has a sewer sys- 
truetees intimated that they had suffi- tern with three outlets into the harbor. In 
cient matters in hand that needed atten- order to avoid polluting the water In the 
tion to warrant them in strictly mindin'* “arbor, a septic tank has been built at the 
their own business and the ““tiot of each. These tanks are close todropned OU81ness’ and tüe matter the water’s edge, on land belonging to the

J. , „ corporation, and the fluid deodorized, flowsThe architect was instructed to call from them Into the harbor. If the
for tenders for the installation of the 
heating plant of the new High school 
soon as the plans had (been prepared 
and approved by the board.

Trustees Belyea and Brown reported 
they had visited the Central, High,
(Spring Ridge, North Ward and Rock 
Bay schools and found that a number 
of repairs were needfd. immediately.
Three new blackboards for the Boÿs’
Central, a radiator hi the Girls’ and re­
pairs to the "belfry arid windows as well 
as some minor matters at the 
schools were ordered carried out.

Then the bqard passed to the Question 
which, like the peer, they seem to have 
always with them, Viz., teachèrs’ sal­
aries. First of all, some members wish­
ed to know if any alterations made now 
would be binding on the new board, and 
if not, what was the good of making a 
scale which could and probably would 
be altered again next month? 
ever, as some of the salaries now paid 
were admittedly insufficient, the follow­
ing were recommended for and secured 
increases: Miss Murton, $660; Miss 
Sylvester, $700; Miss Russell, $720; J.
M. Oamplbeii, $840; Miss Spiers, $800;
W-. Winsby, $1,000.

At this point the superintendent ex­
plained that the appointment of prin­
cipals for Victoria West . and North 
Ward was still an open question, as al­
though he had made a suggestion to the 
members, the majority of whom had ac­
quiesced in his recommendations, he per­
sonally had no objection to the matter 
being settled either way.

Mr. Sailoway’s salary was increased 
tb $900; Mr. Willis’ to the same figure 
and Miss Watson, B.A., was placed on 
the list at $1,060.

Just before adjournment the super­
intendent’ was authorized to purchase 
$200 worth of coal, and in order that 
there may be no ragged edge of a bal­
ance to disconcert the book-keeper, 
checks for the balance of the residue of 
$360 of this year’s moneys were order­
ed to be drawn and paid on account of 
work now in hand. The board then ad­
journed. -

the salmon
S Seattle, Dec. 28.—The grimmest story 

of marine disaster in all the history of 
the North Pacific is expected by local 
marine men from Clallam bay today. 
The fate of nine vessels, caught by the 
Christinas storm in that body of water, 
which lies like a trap right in the path 
of south west gales, is not known. Old 
mariners fear that one or all may be 
lost Sound tugs went on the lookout 
for these craft yesterday. Some of these 
tugs are expected in port today. Their 
advent is being awaited With anxiety.

These vessels are:
WJ'LLIAJM H. MAiCY (American 

ship.)
BANGALORE (American ship.)
OWBENBE (British ship.)
IVBMA (British ship.)
KATIE PLICK1NGER. (American 

barkentine.)

6,000 Spencer’s Arcade, Victoria’s, in fact 
British Columbia’s big department 
store, was gutted by fire and flooded 
with water last night, the loss 
thereby totaling at least a quarter of a 
million dollars with about 00 per cent, 
covered by insurance, held by the var­
ious companies represented in the city. 
It was shortly after 10 o’clock that 
oral persons noticed simultaneously that 
smoke was issuing from the Broad street 
end of flhe store. Tbe fire alarm boxe, 
in the vicinity were rang in and tele­
phone messages were also sent to the 
headquarters of the fire department. The 
firemen responded promptly and havin- 
heeri notified by telephone where the the 
was laid then- hose as they came along 
Broad street. But there was nothing t„r 
it, the fire had already gained consider­
able headway end before water could be 
put in the smoke and flames were issu­
ing from the roof and

same
61,600

ont at causedTotal estimated
for 1902 .............

Lees the Provincial
ment grant ..............................

From which must be deducted 
the /Revenue tax formerly 
collected by the city, but 
now to be taken by the gov­
ernment. say ...........................  10,000 22,500

Estimated net cost to the city - 
fox 1902

expenditure
$72,868are govern-

$32,500

sev-eon-

$50,368
This is to be contributed entirely by the 

city and Is over $21,000 In excees of that 
required in 1901, nearly all of which addi­
tional sum must fall on the ordinary rev­
enue derived from licenses and other taxes, 
exclusive of real estate as that Is already 
.charged with the maximum allowed for 
school purposes. _____

It is therefore evident that the™city~Is 
confronted with a serious problem, in the 
solution of which suggestions with this 
endfln view are lûvlted, the purpose of this 
letter being accomplished if happily an in­
creased interest in our educational institu­
tions can be aronsed and the difficulties 
attending their maintenance can in part be 
removed.

OARDTON (American bark.)
Three American schooners, names un­

known.
All these vessels were at anchor in 

Clallam bay Christmas day. None of 
them were known to have left before the 
closing down of night on tjie waters. 
Any of their number caught in the bay 
during the storm* could not have escap­
ed. This is the opinion of marine men 
well versed in the winds of the straits.

Clallam bay, with the rocks of Van- 
cauver island opposite it, and to its rear 
the canyons of the Olympics so lying 
that they carry the blasts of a southwest 
wind direct upon its exposed surface, 
has long been regarded with fear by 
mariners during such a storm as that of 
Christmas day. So placed are the moun­
tain passes behind it that they draw 

. down a southwest gale upou this spot. 
They concentrate all its blasts upon a 
f-ew square miles of water. For>a ves­
sel to let go anchor to snch a wind 
is to run the risk of fetching up on the 
rocks of Vancouver island) across the 
strait. That shore offers no harbor. The 
lack of sAway in the strait prédudes 
the possibility of beating against the 
hurricane out into the open ocean.

< This was the' position of the nine 
craft Christmas day. Had .they time to 
up-anchor and put to sea, they would 
have been safe. The storm of Christ­
mas night gave them no such chance. 
All over the North Pacific coast it burst 
in its full fury without a prelinflnary 
warning. It cam&Jn a sudden squall 
and raged, a full. "

The further faog*R this storm came 
with the night ftpfegarded as another 
reason for fear. There was little chance 
Cor escape in the daytime. With dark­
ness the dangers of the situation thick­
ened.

. No report of any member of this fleet 
has, come to port. Whether or not they 
were all lost will probably not be known 
before several days, Some news is ex­
pected before nightfall.

OTHER DISASTERS.
Several other disasters have come to 

light with the working of the Townsend 
wire. The American ships B. F. Pack­
ard and -Santa Clara, and the British 
ship Bankburn had a rough experience 
in Royal Roads, lfcey were lying at 
anchor when the gale came on them. 
The Santa Clara dragged out and went 
on Trial island, above Victoria. There 
she now lies full of water. The Packard 
drifted to Brotehie and the Bankburn 
broke away and has not been heard 
from. This intelligence was yesterdav 
rece^edhrnCapt. Libby, of the Puget 
(Sound Tugboat company, in a despatch 
from Victoria.

The vessels broke adrift at 2 o’clock 
Thursday morning The same dav the 
tug Pioneer temporarily lost the schoou- 
er William Bowden off Port Townsend. 
Two hawsers parted aud their gear went 
by the board. Later tbe Bowden was 
picked up and towed to her destination 
at Tacoma.

It will m all probability be many days 
before the full extent of. the storm’s dam­
age will be known.

I
upper windows, 

and the bdg building was filled with it. 
The general opinion was that the whole 
block extending from Fort 
IVosnwe avenue would be swept, hut 
with two engines pumping and hose lines 
leading from every available hydrant the
SSUhHÜÎSSâ a IT**®,1 flood of water 
uito the building. A salvage .eorp might 
have saved something, and in fact the 
employees and others who gathered 
around soon after the fire w.as discovered 
saved some goods, such as the silks 
which - ware placed an the office and other 
goods winch were covered with oil linen. 
• °^meu a good work in keep­
ing the fire to the one building, in fact 
some parts of the Arcade, but vetry few 
were not damagedv Skene Lowe’s photo­
graph gallery m the southern portion of 
fie upper flat of the buiMing was not 

“ the leaet, but some smoke 
f0* 5?*° Young’s dry goods store
to the north eausivg damage to the 
amount of several thousand dollars. Of 
couree ti is entirely out of the question 
to estimate the toss in the Arcade, but 
toe stock earned was valued at sojne- 
thang over $250,000, and the buildings 
at about $40,000. The insurance on the 
stock amounted to about $125,000 
on the buildings to about $20, 
buildings can be repaired, in 

®aid by one of the insurance 
tost night that three or four thousand 
dollars would put the buildings 
rights. As to the stock it will take 
adjustor weeks to arrive at the amount 
to be paid, but the probabilities are that 
the insurance companies will suffer a 
complete loss. The stock fills the upper 
story the ground floor and there was a 
tot étored in the basement. In the 
Broad street end water was pouring 
down, carrying the plaster with it and 
toom oue end to the other the floor was a 
foot deep with water, which was leaking

stock being destroyed and no possible way of saving it.
Tme fire started in a large room about 

me centre of the upper storey towards 
the Broad street end of the store, which 
was used by the nphoisterers in which 
to sew carpets and make blinds. There 
was absolutely no litter around the room, 
it beng almost bare and how the fire 
got a start is a mystery- Live wires 
are blamed for it, there being no stove 
or heating apparatus in the room.

Obief Watson, Assistant Chief Mc- 
tbe men of the department worked like trojans and they were ably 

assisted by a number of volunteers, and 
A very successful entertainment was t î^LJDÎI5[1ÎÎ$ÎÏ £he dty police force, 

held in the agricultural hall Saanich- taken in through the
ton, on Friday evening when a cnn wï61!^1 an<!, ®road street entrances, 
cert, tableaux and minstrel performance tt^Tim^ffiro attlîr?a*rfl 
was given in aid of the Saaniehton and the LtTskto à the buildta^on Broad 

, Stephen s churches, by those who street. A veritable deluge wa« noised 
took part in the one held recently in the in and although water did the erea ter 
Temperance hall, assisted by a few oth- part of the damage to the stock it was 
Iv an Jhe«dabltaUX W€re ProceedinS n>ee- fh® «“l.v way of preventing the fire from 

h fl on y gone as ,ar as number spreading. It was the (tost time the del 
eig£t on the programme when the cal- pnrtmeut had been tested for years and 
ciunj light failed, 'owiçÿ to a leakage dne they acquitted themselves admirably 

r,a„ Puncture . Everyone was greatly As has been said, the insurance on'the 
annoyed, although no. one blamed the 'v'aa about W25.000, of which the
operator for the unfortunate occur- Aetna and Liverpool. London and Globe 
rence. The concert part was rendered S** represented by Messrs. Hall & 

(ucely, but the minstrels took the <^x$el hfld *20.000 each, the Phoenix 
ue e‘T,es 01 .the Rma!1 boy, and J&500' the Phoenix of

some really clever jokes were got off thartford $o,000, end the balance divid- 
on différent local personages and nu- ?TO2°g the other companies represen t-
merous songs, etc., were gone through in 5ty-
lows: * ThE Pr0grammt' was as fo!-

worthy “frirais ”e ml8ht make rou merry, worse for drink. He was found’asleep 
" ' . . . . !" a pool of water by one of the firemen

Selected having evidently, fallen when be went 
into the building. Fortunately the smoke 
had cleared out by that time so he suf­
fered no damage.

It took a good hour’s fighting to get 
th.® hre under control and shortly after 
midnight the order was given to take 
up the hose and the work of draining 
nie water off commenced, men being left 
during the night to eee that there was 
no fresh outbreak.

Mr. Spencer has several times had bis 
stock damaged by fire but this is the 
worst by far that he has experienced, 
the damage extending from one end of 
the immense store to the other. While 
tbe stock was greatly reduced at Christ- 
bMs, me estimate given above is con- 
gdered a conservative one. Two of Mr. 
■kSpeueeFs sons are now in the East and 
on their way to Europe to purchase 
spring goods. It is’ probable that just 

^2°n-JLs P0681'1?1* steps will be taken to straighten- things out and get the 
store open. Before this can be done 
the building will have to be thoroughly 
overhauled. The roof at the Broad 
street end was burned through, and no 
doubt the balance was damaged by wat- 
e-r. The front and side walls did not 
suffer much.

One of the big skylights fell during 
the fire, and firemen standing beneath 
it had a narrow escaoe.

The tin roof was alive with electricity.

ifl
CHAS. HAYWARD.

streetSEPTIC TANKS. to

i

sewer®
emptied Into the open sea, these tanks 
would be unnecessary. The crystalline 
fluid from the tanks, swarms with bacteria 
of various orders. In the majority of In­
stances, where the tank system has been 
or Is used, the object of their use is and 
has (been, the prevention of pollution of 
rivers ami fresh water streams by foetid 
and unwholesome sewerage, as well from 
manufactories as other Industrial Institu­
tions. In these places, for the most part, 
the surface drainage falls into the sewera. 
It Is probable that at the outlets from these 
septic or aseptic tanks have been built. 
Victoria’s sewerage flows In a liqold form 
toto tne sea, thus rendering tanks unneces­
sary. ,

The .civic authorities nave passed a by­
law, the second this year, authorizing them 
them to borrow one hundred thousand dol­
lars for the purpose of buiMing septic 
tanks, not at the water’s edge, but In the 
distant outskirts of the city. This num­
ber of dollars is confessed to be only the 
thin edge of the wedge and further de­
mands will annually be made.

The city authorities will have to buy 
land wherein to bury these tanks, for sure­
ly the authorities would not sink them in 
the middle of roads, like water tanks. Is 
It proposed to have one or more huge tanks 
or a number of small ones? Now, what 
on earth is the use of these tanks, if their 
outflow Is to.be carried Into the 
sewer and empty at Clover point, or in 
another Instance, the near outside sea of 
Esquimau harbor? If sewerage must be 
had why not at once carry the pipes from 
the maln^sewer onward* to the outskirts If 
the scheme be for general and not some 
individual benefit? The common sewer sys­
tem will ere long reach these places and be 
convenient to a larger number. In the 
tank system the pipes would have to radi­
ate to the tanks. On the other hand, if 
this system of tanks, not having an outlet' 
at the sea, but in some inland spots, be ad­
opted. it -will necessitate a much more 
elaborate system, viz: filter beds with 
their necessary constant attention, for gen­
erally speaking, the gates of the tanks 
would have to be opened and shut twice 
during the twenty-four hours, thus requir­
ing. even if automatic, an increase of 
salaried officials. In this case what is to 
be done with the deodorized fluids or 
liquid Manure? Surely It is not Intended to 
run this downxthe gutters, to form pools, 
become offensive and a dire nuisance, sim­
ply removing It from one place to another. 
Where a numlver of rich people, having 
large parcels of land, say at or near Knob 
Hill, they might club together and bn lid 
a septic tank or tanks and use the ovei^ 
flow to Irrigate their gardens and fields, and 
so1 make* perhaps useful and profitable, as 
also conducive to their particular health.

a, sufficient elevation this could 
easily be done. These benefits to them­
selves might or ought to induce them to 
heln themselvea. until the established 
service system reached them and others. 
The provincial health officer told the cor­
poration when they consulted him., that 
he. the provincial health officer, considered 
“the tank plan proposed to be only i tem­
porary makeshift.” The citlzpne r-annot 
e+nnrt h<*|n» nornetnallv flnanfïnHv d~ifned 
for this purpose. Tbe health of a house­
hold depends very ranch on the car» tbev 
take of their surroundings. Rv and b^e 
everv resident in Isolated places wiH de­
mand a tank, a la sidewalks and macadam 
roads. Thev have voices and vo*es d^nt- 
cher know? 1. 8. H.

as

r DAMAGE AT NANAIMO.
Nanaimo, Dec. 28.—(Special)—About 

$200 damage was done to the light­
house at Entrance island by the storm. 
The boat house and steps were carried 
away and other damage doue.

I

iI otherTHEIR FATE IN DOUBT.
The ship Sauta Clara is still hard and 

last on Trial island, listed over on' her 
port i beam, to all appearances a wreck, 
yesterday’s efforts to float her having 
failed. The four-masted schooner Min­
nie E. Caine is a total wreck on Smith 
or Blunt island, aud the end is not yet. 
Yesterday there were 
of a fleet of nine ships which were an­
chored in Clallam bay when the gale 
blew from the southwest on Christmas 
night. The Seattle papers publish long 
accounts of -the probable loss of these 
vessels by their having dragged their 
anchors during the gale and been blown 
on to the rocky shores of Vancouver 
Island, on which coast the great wind 
was setting with awful force. Accord­
ing to reports received by officers of the 
steamer Majestic from the office of the 
Puget Sound Tugboat company at Port 
Townsend, however, all these vessels are 
reported safe, although many were more 
or less damaged as a result of the 
storm. The steamers Titania, Athenian 
and Glengarry, which arrived from 
yesterday, brought no news of the dis­
aster. The Titania passed on to Na­
naimo, but the Athenian and Glengarry 
spoke no shipping in distress. The 
Athenian sighted a drifting red buoy off 
the Island coast. If_ there were any 
ships off the entrance to the straits dur­
ing the blow of Christmas night, and 
the Bankburn sighted a four-masted 
ship on Tuesday last, the chances of 
safety would be small, for the heavy 
wind was blowing directly on the Island 
coast, and when the steamer Queen City 
returns from her trip to Cape Scott nnd 
way ports on Wednesday or Thursdiy, 
she will in all probability bring news of 
distressed or wrecked ships,' whose 
names will he added to the already Iona 
list of shipping casualties of the Island 
coast—a wreck chart of which shows the 
lost ships of the past years studded 
thickly along the shore.
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FUN AT SAANICHTON.

Jolly Entertainment Thoroughly Enjoy­
ed by Everybody.

F

■
THE PANAMA CANAL.

French Directors Offer to Sell* to Unit- 
ed .States.

was

Having
- Whether or not 

many vessels were lost and whether 
lives went with them are questions whieh 
it may take some ti-me for the tugs and 
-coasting craft to glean from along the 
shore of Vancouver island.

DROWNED AT WHATOOM.
■New Whatcom, Wash., Dec. 28.—The 

storm of Thursday wrought great dam­
age to property along the waterfront 
•here. J. B. Leonard was drowned while 
Attempting to take a sail boat to Shel­
ton. A large portion of the grade of 
the Great. Northern’s new water front 
cut off south of this city was destroyed 
•by the action of the waves.

Paris, Dec. 28.—M. Lampre, secretary 
general of rhe Panama -Canal company, 
sailed for New York this morning, from 
Havre, on the French line steamer 
Aquitaine. He will confer on his ar­
rival in the United States with a num­
ber of the Panama company’s Ameri­
can representatives, and overtures for 
the sale of -the canal property to the 

iu-M United States will then be renewed. In 
Vÿw of thie doubt existing in the Unit­
ed States regarding the price the Pan­
ama catial representatives intend to ask 
for the property, the correspondent of 
the Associated Press made inquiries 
from the best source of information on 
the subject, end is enabled to say that
fîi6iw!ee reï.’-11 approximately $40,- 
000,000. This figure cannot yet be 
given as the exact one, because the 
company has not yet come to a definite 
decision. But it will not be appreciably 
higher. The Isthmian commission’s fill] 
report is now in possession of the Pan­
ama company, and its valuations will 
be studied in detail. The report of the 
directors of the Panama company, en- 
bled the Associated Press, on Decem­
ber 31, said: “We offer to accept as 
tne basis and point of departure of fresh 
negotiations the figures and declarations 
contained in the Isthmian commission’s 
definitive report.”

The estimates come to by snch emin­
ent men are not thought to be open to 
question, though possibly a few items 
are susceptible to reconsideration, and a 
few matters may remain to be decided, 
such as a valuation of tbe company’s 
stocks -of supplies. But none of these is 
calculated to modify the gross fig 
any extent. The company does lfiti in­
tend to give the slightest ground for any 
farther misunderstanding, and believes 
the definitive price put forward will now 
be acceptable. With M, Lampre in 
America, it will not be necessary for- 
the mandatory, who is empowered to 
submit tbe definitive price, to depart 
from France, nritii later, when the ne­
gotiations are under way.

o
\ SHE would SMUGGLE.

Husband Adopts Harsh Measure to Quicken 
Wife's Conscience.

The vessels anchored in Cialiam bay 
on the night of the storm were the coal­
laden ship William H. Macy, from Ta*
g>ma fdr San Francisco; Am<rican ship Not iong ago a gentleman and his 
Bangalore, British ship Owanee, wheat* wpj1* to Europe for an extended trip- 
laden, from Tacoma for Europe, Brit- S2LJIlno?nce,<i before *?oing that sh

SK/üïïSs Tsarssrs «
parted or they dragged from the an- îr<>1 „o1 money they carried to Ms own 
chorage, as did the trio.of ships in the i,The,wlfe, w.aa a'towed to buy any.
Royal Roads, they would hardly escape ed* nnn^ n«I2fafe?' b,,it Ule hu8b»nd Insist- being wrecked o/ the roçky coastS^aM^r' 
Aancouyer Island opposite. As far as chases. Serene to his confidence tbit ne 
could be learned the ships escaped disas- b.as frustrated his wife’s smuggling de- 
^e-rr> further advices are being await- » ^?8Z husband reached Quarantine, 

xr _ ^ ed. Tugs returning to Pgzl Townsend In deelaratlqn he gave in all the•ÿssti’tihttsssr’s sss e &,•*& t-ji jgywsMS ■aasMr^i
sSSËSRSSF-S? æSwss tigSSeL-w -
enormous, aggregating hundreds of Port Townsend to rtLi™ fr?m had »ved oat of her hoareîreplng allow- 
tirousands. ta loss on Smiih *1? to" fnce' and of which he knew nothing. The
thît'i^rt oXeVt'hM^ g break8aw°a”

_Of Th^aÆt^rtton^wro^bvtt^ wh^thî'gdeVtru* ,°n th<i doek, t made "ay °dt the
^tug a--d her to>, and8 dm*? the h? potototiZ^ti wlforariSt lMDeCt0rS" 

Gtiais.aud are partially flooded while .““h1, np?U the tug and , "Yon eee tbat woman there*' She has a
the his* moving waters overcame the „„vLnaws*lr ùad tu.be cut to prevent the to* of laces concealed du ller person, which
dykes in places, at Ladner’s little dam- .8c“°h°er from rolling .over and swamp- Bhf la trying to smuggle into this 'Muntry.”
age was done, however. lnS the tug. When separated from the An uispectress was called, thé woman

before the sailing of the steamer ‘"/d w& ^outoe-roefodtota ttr'P„af 3?
toa^istond^Kit istond’are'four ^edd d TT’’ b^ ^Teat' tind 5
feet under water, that" the dykes have ®nrea®ed his canvas almost as soon as this character: hm It can and does rut 11
been partly washed away; that the Al- ne set , ’ aud as sa'* after sail carried d°wn very materially: and the operations
bailee cannery is wrecked and other iway' the schooner drifted helplessly be- n/_taa _p.r_ofega1on,al -"magglera. snch as ‘be
canneries have sustained serious dam-" f?re th® wmd> being finally driven on wl^^ont-North Vnertoan r/vifw b,lt
age. A house wfth six Japanese in it lhe. î°c.k-T coast at the north end of 1 out.-North A neriean Review.
was washed away. The Japanese nar- ?mlth «land, not far from the light- „„
rowly escaped with their lives." Another house. Meanwhile the Magic was hav- THB FORGED PICTURE INDUSTRY, 
sensational report was received, bnt ow- in? 8 hard time in the great seas, and
mg to tite news not being confirmed it Pam.t and machine oil had to be used to
was not given out. keep the seas down. Finally the tug

Mr. Grove, of Brockton Point light brought np in Anaeortes, with those on 
house, in speaking of the violence of board all ignorant of the fate of her 
the storm, stated that he had to sweep tow. Later she reached Port Townsend 
Off the light house glasses from salt and and the steamer Lydia Thompson ar-
dirt before washing them. That the rived later, reporting the Caine a wreck
tide was unusually high and tbe wind on Smith island. The tugs Magic Dol- 
was the strongest in 13 years, the waves phiu and Pioneer went to her assistance 
and spray reaching a height of 40 feet. None of the tugs could do anything to Wh™ th,e «to™ was at its height a save the vessel, buT they t^ik off gher 
tree 40 fee* tong, whieh had, been tom crew. The keel of the schooner w#»
«j> by the roots, was lifted up by the broken away, aud the tide was ebbing

tl Llyi^Wi,nr!adsideUgohn ^er^Te ^

^&°dîdh«a^ dtoftoge in ^ ^

Enerli&h bay. Thé foundations of ser- n7ïhF’ *** *n°tJ"€ral -cottages have been wa shod- awav Tv** underwriters of the disaster to tmpîon Wh KeeTh!^ be£ was to have *>adad «.
wrecked, and the boat houses demolished 8Urvey was to hflve
on the left of the baths facing the sea. yesterday.

English bay cannery, Greer’s heach, Caine was built in Seattle by the
was partly wrecked and a large quae- Moraon. She has been in commission 
titv of salmon scattered along the beach. "nt on® Year. At the time she met dis- 
All next day eases of salmon were being aster she was completing her first voy- 
carted artsy. Among-this salmon, how- age- December 19, 1900, thé Caine took 
erer\ were many cases bearing the brand a cargo of Pflget 'Sound -lumber, sailingWmmk. .

“THE TRACK OF A LIE.”
Sir,—The thought came to me after per­

using your editorial reference to the rumor 
concerning Mr. potton, that It wfiuld be 
instructive to follow the travels of the 
falsehood, and to produce the various news­
paper comments upon the same. Readers 
of Kipling’s short story: “The Track of a 
Lie.” will remember with what interest 
they followed the couree of that experi­
ment. A -brief resume of the tale- will, I 
am sure, be read^wlth pleasure.

A discussion at the ciud au an interior 
East Indian town on the far-reaching ef­
fects following a simple act or 
causes Blawkins to exclaim, “Consequences 
of our acts eternal? Bosh! That’s what 
the padres say. See, now] I’ll tell you an 
idiotic little superstition I picked up the 
other day. Tile natives say tùat “Allah 
allows the tiger One rupee eight annas a 
day for his food.” Do you mean to say 
anything la going to come of an idle sen- 
teuçe hke that? 1 say it. You hear it. 
Well?”

The listener publfihed the quaint super­
stition in -the local paper. It v*is copied 
In Madras, Ceylon, Burmah, in Singapore. 
It traveled over the Pacific to San Fran­
cisco, eastward to Salt Lake and New 
York, southward to New Orleans, and 
northward 'to Toronto. Over the Atlantic 
it was carried to Birmingham and London. 
Back to Bombay, it came, having escaped 
the papers there on Its outward travels.
fcVSfÇSt1*5,
toe tolto^gf0’7’0* *.We’” 0,0868 VI»

•Tenderly as a mother shews the face 
sleeping child, I led Blawkins 

through the paper cuttings, and sten bv out the path of the pAag?aph 
His lower j^w dropped. ‘By Jove!’ said he. 
1 r'at,1^£?n B~l,t ahenlil have been a rnpee— 

one rupee only—not one-eight.’ ‘Then
whMem 30d have swindled the whole wide woçld of the sum of eight an­
nas, nominally pne shilling.” .

1. Plano Solo
2. Song.............Mr8'.BDtier; "

1 o , -Miss Martindkie.
4s" Home^Madk* Fairy" Tale" ,W.". A\ .P,.t86r

" " James Whltcome Riley
»• .Haywood
6 Mv ««oyil68,.D<>ra Butler.

(fa)„ “MMgummtr'NliffiVk' Dram" Yet™*
* Mra vi11 ....................... Shakespeare

7. Mlnnetto Fl0IeD<X Fay Moore' ,

» “In thM,p Gaftïnde Thompson.
fore” 888 from ,,;No Thorongh-

10 ■•Listen"^ i2,°”.Sce Fay Moore". Dlckens 

Ml» wm. Tale ?* Woe” ' • -Smith Miss Wtoferene Irene Pltzer.
• <"•/. ...............Selected
Mr. H. Butler.

STEVESTON INUNDATED.
Great Destruction of (Property in the 

Fraser Delta.
Selected

I
I I

remark

i
12. Song

.

Minstrel Buid. t

Interlocnter—Geoffrey Butler, 
utners—Glande and Charles Butler.

nonU^îa'SXvM,ïïTBntÂ: P°aes Plastiques, 
conducted by Mrs. Florence Fay Moore, 
teacher of Delsarte System of Gesture.
fp,3°n?t„of t?e Bride <from a painting 
found at Herculaneum.)

2. Death of Virginia.
3. Home Scene from the Greek.

4. “Frieze” (Scene from the Battle of the Amazon.)
5. “Frieze” (After the Battle.)
6. “Frieze” (Chain Dance.)
7. Achillea and the 'Daughters of odes.
a Night and the Fates.
9. Bacchus and Bacchantes.
10. Sacrifice of Iphlgento.

-'ll. Dance of the Muees.
L12. Tribute to-the Minatanr, 
^îîn^n.Art^Pl18 looking at Bndymlon.

iS. The Hours. Cymbal Player, Young 
Agrippa, Springing Amazon, Mercury. Wo­
man Fastening Jewels. Greek Draped Flg-

- to

I
V.

W From London Telegraph.
At Carlisle County Court, during the hear­

ing of the case arising out of the sale of 
a picture alleged to be by T. Sidney Coop­
er. R.A.. a certificate from the veteran 
artist, now nearing his hundredth rear, uas 
read, showlne that the picture was not 
painted by him. Mr. Cooper stated that 
he had had 287 pictures suhm’ttteil to him 
for verification. Cft ih»se he had found 
31 to-be true, wh’le 256 were forgeries, 
many bearing the forged signature of his 
name. They could understand how hig repu­
tation has suffered. Plaintiff in the action 
was awarded £24 damages.

New Year at Home.—-The annual New . 
Year’s night entertainment held under 
the auspices of Perseverance lodge No. •
1, I. O. G. T., will be given on Wednes­
day evening next, commencing at 8 ' - 
o’clock. No admission fee. but a col­
lection will be taken np during the eve»-1 
ing. Col. Gregory has consented to oc­
cupy the chair, «nnd the following ladles 
and gentlemen have consented to assist- 

Greesnn Mre. G. F. Watson. Misi 
Scowcrofti Miss A. D. Cameron, Messrs 
Hir-ks, Gorfion Kirkendale, Master 
Foote and X O. Brown end Short. 
Speeches by Revs (Messrs. Rowe, Bar- 
raclough and Blythe. AT

Piano Recital.—The^pilfi^f______
Stoddart gave a drawing room recitai 
last evening at No. 2 Kingston street.
The young students showed great tal­
ent and parefnl training. The follow­
ing contributed to the evening’s enter­
tainment: Miss Josie Scott. Violet Ba- 

•Hannah Aaronson. Edith Flett, 
Mildred Bakey, Jessie Fnllenton. Jennie 
Tagg, Eva Earl, Nellie Tagg, Floss J. 
Murray. Robert Ehvorfhy, Thornton- 
Fulleuton, Victor Earl, Harry Stoddart, 
Fred. Elworthy, -Roy Stuart.

-o- st

$' LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. com-

BXPENDITÜRE ON SCHOOLS.
?8 hope that before nomination 

°la**e interest than is now manifest - - -
tSSLÜÜ. “tiSS lniTthe approaching school MR. MUSGBAVF i>Tt a trvtytrustees election. It is evident tiiat the *lr —mm- v ®HSSSy»* j10 n°t sufficiently realize the no friends1”* ,ha5’ f0r he *a8 *ot 
important duties, and the vast spending this cdnntrw ?2ch u»ual attitude in
ggg&fc <* that august) My. nor do* tney man. Au L^îS -unlucky Chlna- 
t£>ub]e themselves at the right time to se- Mu^grave * Who to a man Hke Mr
cure tiie selection of proper persons'for the no the- courage to speak
lm?^tant4. °®,ce school trustee. This tfank Mm”»fcî? e telL°8 1116 ^t*1- Lot us 
unfort^ate apathy lg much to be deplored, troversv “can il0r to®,wIng bow a con- 
Nothlng that has recently transpired In- seen tin» tî^ïLJî6 Ç®ÿhlcted without de­
dicates the least interest in school affaire, ng to. personalities and vulgar abuse.

B c.,e2s«FM"
may only1 eeive8^)1 ‘attention'foom DRINK TRADE GROWING 
matters of more serious import. „

.^vantages to the community In United Kingdom -Stroulips Flsnres nf maintaining our publia schools in the high- a. $v.lies figures ot
est state of efficiency is so well under- Much Significance,
stood and Recognized, that one fpara that 
any criticism may be regarded ag adverse 
.to them, whereas my sincere desire Is to 
only Calmly consider our present position.
A careful review of such data as Is read-

m x. Cowering♦

14. Frieze “Train of Noble Maidens."
15. Kronos and Rhea.
16. Orpheus. Eurydice. Hermes, Three 

Graces, The Fates.
17. ~. Cleopatra and Antony. Kephren

Drinking the Poison. Cleopatra’s Slaves.
18. The Tempes#-, Cleopatra Cailfntr on the 

the Storm May Destroy Caesar’s
Fleet, Antonv. Kephren, the Slaves.

God .Save the King.

Lodge Re-union.—The courts of the 
Ancient Order qf Foresteiy of this city, 
with a combined membership of over 600, 
"will hold on New Year’s Day ât K. of P. 
■hall. “A Night With Robin Hood and His 
Merry Men.” which will take the form 
of a Christmas tree entertainment, edh- 
cert and dance, to which the members, 
thejr families and friends are cordially 
invited: The programme ur as follows : 
6 p.m., copcert iby the Juveniles; 7 to 
9 p,m., distribution of 500 présenta from 
the Christmas tree, tableaux; 9 to 10 
p.m., concert by the adult members and 
refreshments; 10 p.m., dancing.

4i Miss R.
Gods that

m The

»
The little steamer Argo has been char­

tered bv Capt. Johnson o{ Nanaimo for 
halibut fishing off the Vancouver coast 
anti is being fitted for that work, says 
the San Francisco Chronicle. Johnson 
has been here some days -looking for a 
suitable vessel, finally deciding upon the 
Argo.
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