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\EWS OF THE PROVINCE

vancouver to Send a Delegate to the
Imperial Trade Confer-
ence.

Forsheoming Potlach — An Illegal
Salmen Net—Opposition to
C.P.R. Freight Rates.

(Special $0 the COLONIST.)

VANCOUVER.

\ ANCcOUVER, April 8.—The Revelstoke
board of trade, which objects to the C.
P. R. store car Tunning between Donald
and Kamloops, asked the co-operation
of the Vancouver board to have it dis-
continued as & detriment to-trade, and
the board here passed a resolution to do
a1l in their power to help the Revelstoke
board. An official of the C. P. R. here,
when interviewed by the:CoLONIST rep-
resentative, stated -that the policy of
the company was to do mothing in any
town to interiere with trade. The store
car would be discontinued if it was
found that it was adwversely affecting
trade. ’

The British Columbia Dairymen’s As-
sociation have asked the co-operation of
the Vancouver board of trade in oppos-
ing the high rates charged by the % P.
R. on the Pacific division.

The board of trade will send a delegate
to the chambers of commerce and boards
of trade of the empire to be held in Lon-
don in June next. Robert Ward was
suggested, but the beard decided to send
a Vancouver citizen.

The license commissioners are appeal-
ing to the council to reduce the saloon
licenses from $600 to $400, and wholesale
house licenses from $200 to $100.

The report of the light committee re-
commending the acceptance of the Con-
solidated Tramway and Lighting Com-
pany’s offer to light the city at 27}cts.
per light for 200 ‘lights, or 27 cents for
over 200 lights, was adopted last night
by the council.

A hail storm with the sun brilliantly
shining was a weather phenomenon of
this morning.

VaNcOUVER, April 9.—The body of J.
Hampton, the account of whose disap-
pearance at North Bend was published
afew days ago, has been found in Sal-
mon river. The deceased got off at
North Bend, had lunch and as the train
was in motion got on the steps of the
express car which was locked. The
whistling of the train for the bridge was
mistaken by the lamented man for, a
station signal and he stepped off -falling'
through the bridge 70 feet to the watber.,

The Jate Mr..Hampton was a native of |

Londen, Out., wheére e wad Yery popu-’
lar. His family were to have started!
from London for the coast at about the
time of the accident.

Vuncouver, April 10.—Contractor
James Hartney left here last week..
Creditors, whose claims aggregate $10,-

000, are anxious as to his whereabouts.

The Jlank of British Columbia has

obtained a judgment against contracter
Dan. McGillivray for $65,000.

R. G. McKay has received word of the
death of an uncle by which he receives
one-fifth- of an estate valued at $300,000.

WESTMINSTER.

WestMmingter, April 8.—The exam-
ination of asuspected salmon net in the
river disclosed a net with a small mesh
net woven into the regular net. The
two nets were confiscated. The boat
from which the net was set had made
three times the haul of any of the other
hoats, showing the efficacy of the law
regulating the size of the mesh. =

William Hogg was taken to Lytton
to-day to stand trial for the alleged
seduction of ai15-year-old girl.

The British:Columbia Fruit-Growers’
Association will hold a business meeting
at New Westminster on Tuesday, the
14th inst. )

The council of Westminster are coan-
sidering the advisability of reducing the
dog tax, while :the Vancouver council
are informally discussing the advisability
of killing off 'a hundred or so mongrel
eanines and putting up the tax on the
remainder.

WEsTMINSTER, April 9.—The recently
formed co-operative creamery associa- |
tion at Langley is calling for tenders for

the erection of a creamery.

The Royal City art and scientific so-
ciety will arrange this summer for a
“therough and systematic search ” in
the Indian mounds of the Mainland of
British Columbia.

WestMINSTER, April 10.—The C.P.R.
are being largely petitioned to run a
local train between Agassiz and Van-
couver.

John Kelly, & man 80 years old, is
missing. A fisherman living in a scow
moored at South Vancouver heard a man
pass close by at one o’clock this morning
singing: He then heard a :splash in the
water. He rushed out but saw no one.
The theory is advanced that this was
John Kelly who went.to his death with
a happy song .on his lips.

NANAIMO.

Nawarno, April 8.—The scheoner Vol-
unteer, now loading lumber at Che-
mainus, will have six féet of a deck load.
It is reported that several more wessels
have been chartered.

A large number of Inaians are prepar-
ingto leave for Kuper island, where 2
big potlach will be held on Thursday, at
which all the chiefs of the different
tribes will deliver speeches on the ques-
tion of holding potlaches.

Mr. Chalmers is busy erecting a large
hotel close to the water on the new
townsite of Alberni, and it will not be
long before the building is completed.

Last week the steam schooner Mischief
from Victoria brought up a pile driver

eompletion.
Messrs. Roberts and Pemberton,C.Es.,

sold.

chief of police was not required. Mr.
Simpson took exception to this decision
and refused to be bound by it. A third
member of the board is now more neces-
sary than ever.

Naxammo, April 10.—At the annual

Easter meeting for St. Alban’s parish
the financial statement presented nroved
to be a very satisfactory one, the liabili-
ties outside the mortgage debt being
only about $50. The officers of the
church were thanked for their negotia-
tions with the Sun Life Assurance Com-
pany, which have resulted in a reduction,
of the rate of interest on the church
mortzage to 3 per cent. The rector an-
nounced that he had obtained leave of
absence from the bishop from June 1 to
October 1, during which time the parish
will be in ¢harge of the Ven. Archdeacon
Scriven. The following elections and
appointments were made: Churchwar-
dens—Messrs. R. Jamieson and E. E.
Taylor. Delegates to Synod—Messrs.
Potts and Rendell and the wardens.
Church committee — Messrs. Brooks,
Nevins, H. Cooper, Kirkham, O. Randle,
Rummings, Avero-and Captain Land, in
addition to the churchwardens and dele-
gates to the Synod.
The ingquest on the body of the infant
found on the beach on Tuesday has been
adjourned until Thursday, and in the
meantime Dr. O’Brien will make a post
mortem examination.

\.ROSSLAND. .
![From the Rossland Miner.]

The phenomenal extent of the ore
body, accompanied by its high grade in
gold wvalue, ‘discovered in the dumbo,

has added tremendously to the value of
all that area of Red mountain lying be-
tween the Jumbo on the west and the
War Eagle, Le Roi, Josie, Nickel Plate,
Iron Mask,Centre Star, and Cliff on the
east. It has also awakened new interest
in all the adjoining claims, including the
Nevada, Gold King, Victor and High
@re. A heavy offer was made for the
Nevada but it was declined. The Gold
King has been so}d for $15.000 on a year
bond to ‘D. ‘M. Linnard forthe B. C.
syndicate. -

Another and decidedly surprising turn
in the kaleidescopic Iron Horse:deal was
made this week. A. Humphreys
now holds a 60-day option on ‘the prop-
-erty at the priee of $61,000. After some
complicated negotiations Mr. Hum-
phreys paid St. Onge and Cabana $2,000
in_cash and-signed with them -an agree-
ment which stipulated that in -eonsider-
ation of the,payment by Humphreys of
ithe said $2,000 he should have :the op-
tion to purchase the Iron Horse group
at any time-before May 31, 1896, at the
;price of $51,000 the $2,000 cash to be de-
{ducted, leaving $49,000 to be paid.

QUESNELLE FORKS.

«QuesNeLLEForks, April 3.—Mr. Hob-
.son, Mr. Barker and others of the Cari-
boo company-are expected in a few days
to get matters in order for commencing
operations. A detachment of eighteen
miners arrived a day or two ago at the
.Cariboo company’s claim and it is stated
that the remaining part of an importa-
tion of 50 mensfrom California may be
here any day. Mr. Hobson is said to be
‘bringing in one hundred men from Cali-
fornia—>a0 for the Cariboo claim and 50
for the Horsefly company’s work.
Mr. Plewman, cashier of the Victoria
Consolidated Hydraulic Mining Co., has
gone forward to Keithly Point on the
north fork of the Quesnelle river, where
the company’s-works are located, and
Mr. Brigham, who is to superintend
operations this -eeason, is expected in a
day or two. :

Freight teams.are endeavoring tomake
the most of the enow for sleighing. Fine
and :moderately mild weather forithe
season may be said to have prewvailed
during the last fortnight with the ex-
ception of the mights of Sunday and
Monday last, when the thermometer
registered 20 degrees of frost. Snow:.on
the surnysides of the hills has nearly.all
gone, buf on the flats and in the shade
there are still someething like two feet
Jeft.

Numerous new buildings are beung
erected.

. VERNON.
(From the News.)

bearing guartz have recently beem
brought up from the Stag claim at Camp
Hewitt, on which work will be vigorous-
1y prosecuted this summer. )
qudge Spinks intends experimenting
on grape ciflture to a eonsiderable ex-
tent, and daily expects & shipment of
500 vines from New York, embracing

liable varieties.

the interests ef a mining and prospect-
ing syndicate, which he organized dur-
ing a recent trip to Ontario. He will
over elaims in the different camps, with

compamy. .
There are few idle men in town this

found werk on-the ranches or gone pros-
pecting. Business in consequence 18 re-

quently.

fairly large, and a good
have been purchased from local trappers

have realized comfortable little sums

wolverine seem to be on the increase.

Some -excellent specimens of gold-|

from their winter’s work. Beaver are
getting scarcer ever year, but lynx and

A number of fishing and picnic parties

and plant for erecting a large wharf|took advantage of Good Friday and spent
here.” Messrs. Waterousand Penny, who | the day at Long lake.
have the contract, will soon rush it to(fine, and some good sport was enjoyed.

The weather was

Charles Simms captured a magnificent
red trout which turned the scales at thir-

have finished plotting out the new town- | teen pounds.
gite at the old mill, 1% miles south of
the present town of Alberni and quite a|on the S. & O. branch has been’ con-
number of choice lots have already been | siderably larger for the past two months

The incoming freight and way traffic

than during the same period last year,

The police commissioners met yester- | while a falling off is noticeable in freight
day, and a deadlock arose from Mayor |sent out, there being less hay, flour and
Davison stating that the presence of the |live stock shipped during March from

this station by several cars than was the
case in March 1895.

H. Craven, with whom the owners of
the Swan lake group of mineral claims
have been negotiating with a view of
having a working bond placed on their
property, will leave England about the
middle of this month, and is expected to
be in this city about the first of May.
The deal with the English company
which he represents has not yet been
completed, but it will probably be placed
on a definite basis as soon as he arrives.

The Columbia river is now. opea.for
steamboat traffic from Revelstoke down,
but it is stated that the large boats of
the C. & K. company will make Arrow-
head their northern terminus during the
summer, whence freight will be'trans-
ferred from the end of the thirty-mile
railway running from Revelstoke to the
head of Arrow lake.

The area of land under wheat crop this
vear exceeds to a considerable extent
that of any previous season in the his-
tory of the Okanagan and Spallumcheen
districts, and with a favorable season the
total amount harvested will, it is thought,
beabout a fifth more than last year.

A heavy fall of rain on Monday night
was the first of any consequence this
spring, and farmers would not object to
geeing a good deal more of it, as the fall
wheat and ranges would be the better of
a good soaking.

Fall wheat in some parts of the Mis-
sion valley suffered somewhat from the
scarcity of snow, and some of the ground

~.lis being reseeded this spring.

Farmers are well advanced with their
gpring work in this part of the district,
though through Spallumcheen the sea-
gon has been a little more backward
than in the neighborhood of this city.

REVELSTOKE.
REVELSTOKE, April. 8.—The ore ship-
ments through here during the weék
ending this day are as follows:
Mine. Value.
$ 2,204
6,345
2,291
6,345

$17,185

Slocan Star
Idaho.................. 5
Slocan Star

(From the Sentimel.) )
Conductor Risteen, recently relieved

from duty on account of the Gladwin

accident, has been re-employed by the
company as a freight conauctor of the
senior class, which gives him a first
place for promotion to his old position.

Fire obtained a lodgement in the

planking under the engine of the electric
light and water works power house, but
was fortunately discovered before any
serious damage had beem caused.
C. Townley, of Vancouver, the
leading promoter of the Allison Ranche
Hydraulic Mining Syndicate is in town.
The property controlled by this syndi-
cate is gituated at the junction of the
Similkameen and Tulameen rivers, ad-
jacent to the townsite of Princeton and
consists of 640 acres of auriferous gravels.
Last year a syndicate was formed with a
nominal capital of $250,000 to proceed
with the development of the mine. Mr.
Townley goes East in a few days to com-
plete the subscription of the necessary
capital, and when that has been done
will return to proceed with the work of
development, which will take up most
of the present season.

Further particulars regarding the
freight train aceident on the C.P.R.a
couple of miles this side of North Bend,
gshow that the train was passing through
a cut, and immediately on emerging
from it encountered a rock that had
dropped on the track. Thefront wheels
of the engine were lifted from the rails,
and after bumping along on the ties for
a short distance, the engine and thirteen
cars plunged forty feet down a rather
steep embankment, and were very badly
smashed. All the hands escaped. The
engine was & new one and was making
almost its first trip. Some of the cars
were laden with lumber and were trav-
elling Eastward.

WINNIPEG WIRINGS.

WinnipEG, April 9.—(Special)—Rob;
ert Morran was arrested at Holland to-

day for the murder of Hannah Hatton,
the young woman who was found mur-
dered a week ago. Morran was the hired
.man employed by the dead woman’s
wncle. The evidence against the prison-
.er is entirely circumstantial, and if a
confession is not received it is very
doubtful if a conviction can be seeured.

It is understood that the contract for
the new Dauphin railway, aid for which
was granted at the recent session of the
Manitoba legislature, has been awarded

twelve of the best known and most re-| ¢  Mackenzie & Mann, the well known

railway contractors. The road will start

J. R. Alcock, of Vancouver, is here in| ¢ Gladstone and about 150 miles will be

pailt this summer, the objective point
being Swan Lake.
Superintendent Whyte, of the Can-

spend some time in the district looking| gqian Pacific, estimates that about 8,-

800,000 bushels of wheat are now in store

the view of making investments €or the|;, Western elevators waiting the ogen-
ent

ing of navigation. The _superinten
says: “That amount will take a great

spring, most of them having either many ears to move to the head of lake

pavivation. Reckoning 700 bushels to
the car, and that is a large average, the

ooy | Scora oo bing ) L L (o
A : - cars.
with epring work to visit town wvery'ire- tity of the wheat in the Western eleva-

I do mot think that a large quan-
tors has been paid for, the farmers hay-

The catch of marten this year has been | 1o gtored a lot of it, so that the rise in
many fine ekins | jee will be beneficial to them, and all

the profits will not go into the pQCkets of

by W.C. Pound. The price paid is heat bayers.”
SI}i’gbtly higher than that of the past two the whea y.
or three years, and some of the trappers

The World’s Fa.r Tests
showed no baking powder
86 pure or SO great in leav-
ening power as the Royal.

OUR OTTAWA LETTER.

Opposition Obstruction to Remedial
Bill Places Quebec Liberals in
an Awkward Plight.

The Eight-Hour Da/y—Exports of
Agricultural Products—Analysis
of Soils.

[From Our Own Correspondent.)
OrrAwaA, April 4.—At the present time
of writing the house is ,engaged in its
first Saturday sitting and the process of
insidious obstruction on the part of ‘the
opposition, assisted by Messrs. McCar-
thy and O’Brien, is in progress. The
Jdberals are very careful to disavow any
intention on their part to retard the
progress of the remedial bill—that is the

English-speaking Liberals.
HAVE TO PROCEED CAREFULLY.

The Quebec Liberals admit themselves
that they are now * between the devil
and the deep sea.”’” They plainly foresee
that from the attitude assumed by their
leader there is nothing for them at the
coming general elections but almost total
annihilation. So exasperated are they
at the turn which events have taken
that they have intimated to their leader
that #f this obstruction on the bill is
continued, thereby rendering any
chance of re-election for them all the
more difficult, they will formally secede
from the Liberal ranke in the house on
this measure. Indeed, on Thursday, on
the vote as to whether or not the house
should rise at 6 o’clock to-day, 15 Lib-
erals voted with the government, and
this morning when Mr. Charlton eom-
meneed his obstructive tactics and Sir
Charles Tupper called a division, simply
for the purpose of putting the Liberals
on record and ‘‘ rubbing it in,”” only six
other members were found to support
the member ‘for North Norfolk. The
coming week will, it is expected, wit-
ness

A TEST OF PHYSICAL ENDURANCE,

as between the government and the
opposition. Wednesday is to be taken
as a government day so that the govern-
ment now will have about two clear
weeks or, say, twelve days in which to
get the bill through the committee stage
and give it its third reading. Up to the
present three out of the 112 clauses have
been passed and unless a change comes
o’er the spirit of the parliamentary
dream and members are in a more tract-
able frame of mind the bill cannot as-
suredly become law this session. Halt
a dozen determined men can thwart the
government in this respect. The diffi-
culty facing the government, as explain-
ed in pré¥vious letters, is that'during the
committee stage a member can speak
as long as he pleases and as often as he
pleases. Even though Mr. Laurier may
make a semblance of assisting the bill,
yet there is nothing to prevent Mr. Mc-
Carthy, Mr. Mulock and Mr. Edgar and
others from opposing it ‘‘off their own
bat.”
THE EIGHT HOUR DAY.

The announcement by the government
yesterday of their intention to make a
trial of the eight hour day without re-
duction of wages, in the government
work shops and printing bureau is hailed
with delight by the friends of organized
labor. In the old country the system
was adopted by the Imperial government
in the Woolwich Arsenal with the most
satisfactory results. * It has been found
that the men under the stimulus given
to them by an hour’s more rest or recrea-
tion during the day do quite as much
work in the eight hours as they did- in
the nine hours, and with the experience
of the old land to guide them the dele-
gates representing the Dominion trades
and labor congress were able to present
a very strong case to the government.
There was also the experience of the
yreat engineering works of Mather &
Co., at Salford, who after two year’s
trial found that their workmen produced
more in the eight hours than they did
formerly in nine. The government’s
decision will go into effect at once and
after a few years’ experience under gov-
ernment auspices it i¢ not at all unlikely
that a general law may be passed.

EXPORT OF DAIRY PRODUCTS.

An important question was submitted
to the government the other day by a
large delegation representing the East-
ern dairymen. The idea isthat the gov-
ernment should grant a bonus of three
cents a pound on winter-made butter for
export. The development of this indus-
try under the auspices of the govern-
ment has been very great, but despite
the efforts of the Agricultursl Commis-
sioner something yet remains to be done
towasds inducing our farmers to estab-
lish creameries and become regular pa-
trons thereof. A stimulus for a year or
two as suggested, which if adopted here
is likely to put the trade upon a firm
footing, was granted by the Australian
government with great success.

Mr. Shutt, chemist at the experimen-
tal farm gave some interesting informa-
tion the other day before the Agricul-
tural Committee on the subject of the
analyses made by him of the

SOIL& OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Among other things he said: Ishould
mention that we have continued our ex-
amination of the virgin soils of Canada.
During the past year this has been re-
stricted to certain soils from the pro-
vince of British Columbia. Without go-
ing into the details I would say as far as
our work has gone at present that we
have ascertained that the alluvial soils
of certain river valleys in that province
are exceedingly rich in plant food. I
refer especially to the soils of the Fraser
and the Pitt river valleys. These are
found to be exceedingly fertile, but that
is only as might be expected. Another
class of soils in British Columbia are
known as the bench soils. These differ
very much in their constituents from the
goils just méntioned. They are very
much poorer; considerably inferior in
quality. Theyare soils formed by the
detritus of the rivers. As a class I have

found them to be so farsandy and by no
means comparable to our richer Can-
adian virgin soils in other provinces and
to those

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

to which reference has been made. Mr.
McDonald, of Assiniboia, put the ques-
tion whether an analysis had been made
of the reclaimed lands on_ the coast of
British Columbia, that is, the dyke
lands. To this Mr. Shutt replied: ‘‘ One
of the soils I have referred to—that of
the Pitt meadows—is one. It is an ex-
ceedingly fertile soil.”” ¢ More so than
the Fraser valley?”” asked Mr. McDon-
ald. Mr. Shutt replied: ¢ The soilsare
very similar, and, without referring par-
ticularly to the figares, I would say that
it is an exceedingly fertile goil.”’

Dealing with-the second class of B. C.
soils, known as the bench soil, which
are light and sandy asto their character,
Mr. Shutt safd in connection with that
fact, notwithstanding their constitution,
many of them have produced excellent
cropd. This is probably due as much to
the favorableclimate-of the province as
to the soils. In fact, the fertility of the
goil is not entirely dependent upon its
chemical composition. The

FACTORS OF FERTILITY

are favorable climate, proper condition
of tilth on mechanical condition, and
thirdly, the elements of plant food. In
British Columbia there is a large amount
of fish waste and there are also on the
shores of that province large amounts of
gsea weed that could be collected. In
{hese two substances we have those ele-
ments which would be necessary to in-
crease the fertility of these soils. In
the fish waste we have nitrogen and
phosphboric acid, both in a form which
could be made readily available, v hile
in the sea weed we have an excellent
store of potash, so that by utilizing this
material which now goes to waste every
vear, and representing thousands of dol-
lars of

PLANT FOOD,

by the intelligent application of these
materials, the light soils of British
Columbia might be made to produce
much more than they do now, especially
when we consider the very favorable
climate of the province.” Mr. Carpen-
terasked: * Isthere a sufficient quantity
of fish waste available?”” Mr. S8hutt re-
plied: “Iam informed that there are
hundreds of tons of fish offal from can-
neries that is more or less wasted every
year. The same is more or less true of
the Maritime provinces.. British Colum-
bia also contains certain river valleys
known as mucky, and towards the re-
formation of these for their mechanical
treatment I have been making a series
of experiments.”’

“CUBA BELLIGERENTA.”

LonpoN, April 9.—The Morning Post,
in an editorial, assumes that President
Cleveland will do nothing in regard to

merely election tacties. ‘‘A very serious
condition of , things exists in.Cuba,”

says the Post, but it is not one that ' is
likely to be improved by the gratuitous
interference of American jingoism.’’

A Paris dispatch to the Daily News
says: ‘‘A French resident of Cuba,
writink to Le Soir draws a lamentable
picture of the ferocious character the war
has assumed under General Weyler.
He believes, however, that the rebels
will eventually shake off the Spanish
rule. He states that Weyler allows the
troops to shoot and bayonmet villagers
suspected of harboring insurgents.”” *‘ A
few days ago,” he continues, ‘“‘a band
of volunteers infuriated by the resolu-
tions of the United States Congress,
shot six sons of an American farmer at
Carigus. The United States Consul-
General is inquiring into the matter.”
A Havana dispatch says the insurg-
ents at Remedios have burned three set-
tlements and 9,400 tons of cane. At
San Felipe, Havana, they have burned
the fine plantation of San Felipe, to-
gether with the buildings and machin-
ery, 25,000 tons of cane and 400 tons of
kindling wood.

The Queen of Spain has offered her
felicitations to Captain General Weyler
and to the army on the operations re-
cently vconducted by General Luque.

INHUMAN INSURGENTS,

Havana, April 9.—The insurgents
have burned the cane fields and 17,000
tons of sugar at the plantation of Santa

Rita de Bare, province of Matanzas.
Near Jovellanos the insurgents are re-
ported to have killed four laborers with
their machetes, and at Taphste they are
announced to have hanged a local guer-
illa. A dispatch from Trinidad says
that Manuel Gonzales, the insurgent
leader, has been killed and a telegram
from Oliver says that four insurgents
have been captured and that in addition
the authorities have made prisoner of the
mistress of the well known insurgent
leader, Blas Hernandez. At the farm of
El Portugese near Palos,’ province of
Matanzas, the insurgents captured the
proprietor, Joaquin Martinez, and in the
presence of his daughters, who were
crying and begging them not to kill
their father, carried the unfortunate
man to the woods. His daughter
Amelia followed her father and there-
upon the insurgents fastened Qer to a
tree, and in her presence cut off her
father’s arm and slashed his neck. This,
according to the story, caused the young
girl to faint and she was outraged by the
insurgent<, who afterwards burned the
farm house. ]

GREENWAY NOT TO RETIRE.

WinNipEG, April 8.—(Special)—The
Manitoba government and its friends
place no credence in the rumors regard-
ing Premier Greenway’s intended re-
tirement from provincial politics to en-
ter those of the Dominion. Premier
Greenway being interviewed in St. Paul
while en route East to-day, eaid there
was no truth in the report.

Col. J. H. Tucker has been nominated
as the Liberal candidate for St. John
city and county, N, B., in place of the
late C. W. Weldon.

WITH FATAL RESULTS.

Terribie Explosion of Nitro-Glycer-
ine on the Departure Bay
Road.

\

Albert" Stevenson of the Hamilton
Powder Co.’s Staff Blown to
Atoms,

Naniimo, April 9.—(Special)—Austin
Stevenson, an employe of the Hamilton
Powder Company, met death this after-
noon in a sudden and terrible manmer.
He was driving a one-horse express
wagon containing 400 pounds of nitro-
glycerine from the company’s lower
works'to" the ‘mill, and had-taken the
Departure Bay road from Northfield.
This road is extremely rough in places,
and to this fact the awful sequel must
be attributed. When Stevenson had

covered part of the distance the nitro-
glycerine exploded with such terrific
effect that man and wagon were literally
blown into nothingness, while the horse
was horribly mutilated, its head and
legs being torn from the body, and the
latter disemboweled. The ground within
a circle of fully fifty yards in diameter
looks as if a cyclone had recently struck
it. Trees are torn up by the roots in all
directions, and the few houses in the
vicinity are badly shaken and their win-
dows shattered into fragments ;the small
cottage of A. E. Dougan, situated about
200 gards away from the scene of the
tragédy sustained the greatest damage
in this respect though none of the occu-
pants are injured.

The explosion was so violent as to be
distinetly heard and felt in-this city, the
old court house, in which an inquest on
the body of an infant found dead on the
beach last Tuesday was in progress at
the time, sustained a severe shaking and
one window in the Greén block and an-
other at St. Anne’s convent were
broken.

Stevenson was an unmarried man, 30
years of age and a native of Quebec. He
worked at a livery stable here till about
six months ago,- when he was employed
by the powder company as a teamster.

Mr. H. J. Scott, the company’s man-
ager, can add nothing to the information
contained in the above dispatch, which
he was shown last evening, and which

'gave him the first particulars of the dis-

tressing accident. Every possible pre-
caution was exercised, he says, in the
handling of the explosive, the wagon be-
ing one specially built for the purposein
which it was used, and each of the pack-

the Cuban resolutions, and that. it is|ages of explosive being carefully packed

in wieker lining. So severe was the
shock and so loud the report of the ex-
plosion that they were heard and felt
distinctly in Chemainus, 256 miles or
more away.

SUMMARY PUNISHMENT.

Braing, April 10.—During the last two
years from time to time a number of
stores and private residences in Blaine
have been broken into and robbed. The

officers and others have in each case been
unable to secure- sufficient evidence to
authorize an arrest,but suspicion pointed
directly to Alfred Hazelton, and his two
brothers, Henry and Frank, and several
of their friends, known as ‘ the Hazelton
gang.”” Some months ago they were or-
dered out of town by constable and
marshal Barricklow, but they went only
across the boundary line and lived
about a mile from Blaine, and
at times in Vancouver and New
Westminster, B. C. On Saturday last.
Alfred and Henry came to Blaine-
and at night were taken out of the house-
of a halfbreed, and placed in the city
jail, where they remained until Monday
night.

On Monday night at 12 o’clock some-
twenty indignant citizens forced open
the jail, and quietly conducted the boys
to the boundary line, where they were
stripped of their clothes and severely
lashed with horsewhips and rawhides.
They were then allowed to dress, and
with their hands tied behind them were
told to get over the line, and that should
either of them ever show his face again
in Blaine he would be hanged. The men
were glad to promise all that was asked.

BEHRING SEA MATTERS.

‘WasHINGTON, April 8.—The instruc-
tions to the U. 8. revenue vessels for the
patrol of the seal waters during the ap-
proaching season have been completed
by the treasury department, and will

shortly be issued to the captains of the
vessels. They are substantially the same
as those of last year.

The senate went into executive session
to-day for the purpose of allowing Mr.
Sherman togive notice that he would
ask at an early date to take up the treaty
providing for a commission to comsider
the Behring sea seizure claims. Owing
to the absence of Senator Morgan the
treaty was not pressed, and if the Sena-
tor is not able to attend soon its consid-
eration will be deferred. Sehator Sher-
man, speaking for the foreign relations
committee, said it was desirable to have
tbgl treaty disposed of as soon as' pos-
sible. ‘

EXPLOSION IN A BANK.

Gavr, April 8.—(Special)—An explo-
sion occurred in the Merchants bank
here yesterday, which resulted in four
members of the bank staff sustaining

painful injuries. An escape of gas wag
notice the previous day from‘ a jet
the vault and this accumulated during
the night. When the janitor struek'a
match a sheet of flames rushed out sim-
ultaneously with the occurrence of a
reat shock gnd report. Teller Hyde,
dger Keeper Crookall and Manager
Jarvis were all painfully scorched.
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